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When the academic community, media, or policy experts mention the Bosnian genocide, it is
unclear what they are referring to. Their reference to the event is often twofold. First, the term
focuses on the macro-level, failing to disaggregate the intensity, location, and timing of violence. In
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Srebrenica. Though this event is noteworthy and stands as the quintessential example of the type
of violence the international community vowed would never again happen, it does not give a full
account of what occurred during the war.
By taking a closer look at the meso-level, we see that the genocide in Bosnia was a coordinated
campaign that extended across numerous municipalities, varying in time of execution and severity.
The meso-level is a tool that studies violence at an analytical level below the nation-state.1 Aside
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developed among the three prongs of genocide research.”2 For the purposes of this paper, I utilize
the meso-level to investigate the episode of genocide that unfolded in the municipality of Prijedor
in the spring and summer of 1992.3 The case of Prijedor is important for several reasons. First,
Prijedor accounted for the most deaths in northwestern Bosnia, and the third most deaths out
of any municipality during the war.4 Second, Prijedor was situated in the strategically important
location known as the Serbian Arc, where the Bosnian Serbs sought to link the Bosnian Serb
populations of Serbia proper, eastern Bosnia, northwestern Bosnia, and Croatia, under the Greater
Serbia umbrella.5 Third, Prijedor accounted for a total of twenty-eight concentration camps – a
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I argue that structural control and agent collaboration highlight the factors that contributed
to the escalation and radicalization of violence to genocide in Prijedor. This causal argument
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This article asks, “what explains the onset, severity, and timing of genocide
at the local level?” I utilize the meso-level --micro-comparative analysis
focusing on subnational regions--to investigate the episode of genocide that
unfolded in the municipality of Prijedor. The article’s contributions are
threefold: Empirically, I investigate the underexplored local dynamics of
the Bosnian War. Methodically, I situate my research within the
bourgeoning micro-comparative approach to political violence. Scholars
across the discipline of political science have used the micro-comparative
method to study civil wars, genocide, and rebellions. Theoretically, I argue
that structural control and agent collaboration are instrumental in
explaining the escalation and radicalization of violence to genocide in
Prijedor.
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