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Subsidies for Off-Campus Composting Through Earthbound 

 

Primary Proposal Contact(s) 

Maddie Loeffler, Director of Student Office of Sustainability 
  

Collaboration  

Earthbound Environmental Solutions, Local Waste-Management & Composting Facility 

 

Project Abstract 

This initiative will take down the financial barrier between UW-Eau Claire students living off-

campus and composting as waste management. Students will sign up for Earthbound curbside 

organics recycling service on the Earthbound website, where there will be an option for folks to 

indicate that they are students. SOS will cover the costs of the organics recycling services 

quarterly, so students may sign up at the beginning of each quarter with service for a semester, 

academic year, or full year. This initiative will reduce students’ off-campus carbon footprints as 

well as reduce the amount of waste ending up in the landfill. 

 

Narrative 

Sustainability Area(s) Addressed 

Waste management, climate change, circular systems, supporting local business, student 

education & empowerment 
  

Sustainability Outcomes 

Sustainability is valuing the interdependence of our economic, environmental, and social 

systems. Please explain how your project addresses these three components of sustainability.   
  

1. Economic Responsibilities 

Money is often tight for students. With increasing rental costs, tuition payments, and a 

stagnant minimum wage, students likely do not consider paying for curbside composting. 

The subsidies provided by SOS will cover this cost and eliminate the economic barrier 

between students and organics recycling. 
 

2. Environmental Responsibilities 

About 1/3 of food produced in the United States ultimately goes to waste. While much of 

this is wasted on an industrial level, households also contribute to this. Instead of sending 

food waste to the landfill, which rots and produces methane (CH4), food waste will be 

turned back into nutrient-dense soil. 
  

3. Social Responsibilities  

This program will give students access to programming and education that they may not 

have known about or been able to afford previously. Students will have conversations 

with each other on the benefits of composting and will be able to incorporate it into their 

own households. Hopefully, students will take this experience with them post-college and 

value organics recycling as community members. Think globally, act locally! 
  

Project Timeline 

Students will sign up for Earthbound Curbside Organics Recycling prior to the start of each 

quarter (January and late August-early September). Services will start upon passage of this bill 

and will be available for summer and winter if they would be utilized. 
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The first cohort will have composting available starting October 2021 on a timeline to be 

determined in collaboration with Earthbound Environmental Solutions. Students will be able to 

sign up for two quarters (academic year) or four quarters (calendar year) depending on 

whether or not they will be in Eau Claire during Winterim and Summer Breaks. For academic year 

households, services will begin in mid-September and end in mid-December. They will pick up in 

early February and conclude in early to mid-May. 
 

Assessment  

Students will be required to sign up using their UWEC email addresses to ensure present student 

status. Earthbound will provide data in the form of a CSV file to the SOS to allow us to assess the 

effectiveness of the program. 

 
   

Maintenance 

Most of the management of this project will be done by Earthbound Environmental Solutions. 

Composted material will be available to the SOS, though presently there is no initiative that 

would make use of it. Most of the SOS’s role will be spreading awareness and educating the off-

campus student population on the existence of this program. 

 

Billing will occur quarterly ahead of each service cycle. No more than $4,000 will be allocated to 

this program per quarter unless the program is expanded in the future. 

 

Communication  

The SOS must promote this program to students before each quarter so that students know it is 

available to them. The SOS will be the primary campus contact. Earthbound will also be a 

contact for students who opt into the program or have questions about opting in. 
  

Project Budget 
  

The cost of these subsidies will be recurring and will vary based upon how many students utilize 

the service. To start, $16,000 shall be allocated to this initiative upon the passing of this resolution. 

This allocation will renew each year as long as student interest and engagement are present, 

and the SOS has the capacity to fund it. 

 

 $40/quarter per student household x est. 100 households = $4,000 

$4,000/quarter per 100 households x 4 quarters = $16,000/year 

Total: $16,000/year (recurring annually unless reassessed by the SOS) 

 


