University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
University Senate Resolution
on the November 3, 2020 Election and Its Aftermath
WHEREAS, the integrity of the November 3, 2020 election is already being undermined by
unsubstantiated allegations that mail-in voting will be fraudulent1;
WHEREAS, one of the two major candidates for President has, on multiple occasions, refused to
commit to accepting the validity of the election results or to a peaceful transfer of power2;
WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has significantly increased the proportion of Americans
voting by mail and may affect voting behavior on Election Day3;
WHEREAS, a thorough, accurate vote count is likely to be delayed for days or weeks in some
states because of laws that prohibit counting absentee ballots prior to Election Day4;
WHEREAS, U.S. intelligence agencies have repeatedly warned of systematic efforts at election
interference from foreign actors5;
WHEREAS, social media platforms constitute a communication ecosystem that is
unprecedented in its openness to communication from both domestic and foreign actors, and
in which false information spreads farther and faster than truth6;
WHEREAS, the experience of the 2016 Presidential campaign and election by students, staff,
and faculty at UW-Eau Claire was disruptive of campus activities and mentally and emotionally
draining for many members of the campus community, especially those with marginalized
identities7;
WHEREAS, the above evidence suggests that both November 3, 2020 and the days and weeks
following the election may be uniquely stressful and difficult, both for members of the campus
community and for the United States as a nation;
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BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the University Senate encourages all staff and faculty to strive
to be as accommodating as is possible and reasonable to the mental and emotional health
needs of students, colleagues, and employees under their supervision during and after the 2020
election;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the University Senate encourages all staff and faculty to strive to
uphold the highest standards of professionalism while also supporting the mental and
emotional health needs of members of the Blugold community, including campus community
members of color who face heightened risk and stress due to social unrest and the pandemic;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the University Senate encourages all staff and faculty to strive to
create a supportive and safe community that preserves the University Mission and allows all
students, staff, and faculty to learn, work, and thrive in peace;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the University Senate encourages the UWEC Administration to
take steps to safeguard the safety and health of all students and employees during this divisive
time.

