University of Wisconsin – Eau Claire

CSD 101 – American Sign Language I
Instructor: Nicole Jones



Office: HSS 170

Email: jonesnn@uwec.edu

Phone: 715-456-6300

Office hours: By appointment only

Course Description: 

In this course students are introduced to American Sign Language (ASL), a visual-gestural language and to Deaf culture.  Students will learn frequently used phrasal signs, the basic rules of ASL grammar, introductory fingerspelling and non-manual markers. Upon completion, students will able to demonstrate beginning conversational skills in ASL and gain knowledge of introductory Deaf culture and history.

Required Materials:
Signing Naturally Units 1-6, Student Workbook and DVD. Smith, C., Lentz, E. & Mikos K. (2008). San Diego, CA: Dawn Sign Press. 

Our Father Abe. Barash, Harvey L. & Barash Decker, Eva (1991). Abar Press. 

GoReact  Online access code.  ISBN# 978-61165-011-2. 
GoReact is a cloud-based video software for feedback, grading and critique of student presentations, lessons and performances. It is 100% web-based and requires no special hardware, just a consumer webcam or mobile device. You will need to purchase the GoReact access code for $19.95 from either the bookstore or online. You can expect to receive an email from your instructor with a link and instructions on course registration. You can’t register until you receive that link. If enrolled in multiple courses during the same semester, price will be reduced after purchase of first course.  This is an integral part of the class and used for various aspects. Detailed instructions will be provided during 1st week of class. 

Objectives:
The primary objectives of the American Sign Language I course is to offer students an introduction to basic communication skills in American Sign Language while developing an awareness and appreciation of the Deaf community and cultures. The courses take their goals from the Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st Century, also known as the 5C’s, which focus on five general areas:

1. Communicating in American Sign Language

2. Gaining Knowledge and understanding of cultures of the Deaf world

3. Connecting with other disciplines and acquiring new information

4. Developing awareness of similarities and differences (comparisons) among language and culture systems around the world

5. Using American Sign Language to participate in communities at home and around the world
Liberal Education Learning Outcomes addressed in the course
Knowledge of Human Culture and the Natural World 

Creative and Critical Thinking 

Effective Communication 

Individual and Social Responsibility 

Respect for Diversity among People

Course Outline:

In order to complete course goals, the student will develop survival ASL expressive and receptive skills which will allow them to communicate with Deaf and Hard of Hearing people. The class will focus on these units:

Unit #1 – Getting to Know You

Unit #2 – Exchanging Personal Information

Unit #3 – Discussing Living Situations

Unit #6 – Storytelling

Methodology and Activities:

This course stresses Communication Skills in American Sign Language.  Every effort will be made to make this class student-centered. To help students succeed in this course, the class will engage in a variety of activities and assignments, including but not limited to activities such as the following: 

1. Practice and communication using vocabulary and grammar learned in expressive and receptive modes

2. Sociolinguistic practice and functions through communicative activities (peer and group work)

3. Integration of skills in projects and task, in small group or as a class

Course methodology:

This course uses the Direct Experience Method. This method is based on the total immersion language teaching/ learning method. The majority of the class will be conducted in ASL only. During these immersion experiences you must pay careful attention.  Do not panic if you do not understand everything immediately.  Try to understand the meaning through context.  There will be a great deal of repetition.  This will help you to understand. Everything is contextualized, with instruction based on previously learned material.  It is important to attend all classes and to practice outside of class.

Extended Responsibilities:

Learning ASL is similar to learning other languages.  You should expect it to be challenging and to require a lot of practice, memorization, critical thinking and developing skills in real communication situations.  You will need to practice outside of the class to be successful, and it is best to practice with others.  You are encouraged to forma a small practice group and meet for a minimum of 2 hours per week with your group. 

Assessment:

The assessment categories below will be measured according to three major criteria of language performance: accuracy, fluency and complexity. Testing procedures will be representative of the type of language instruction offered through the classroom.  You will be evaluated based on your achievement of the course goals (above) and the following criteria: 

20%
of the course grade will include: Homework, Quizzes and Dispositions
HOMEWORK: I will be doing random checks of your homework.  You are required to do your homework each night and bring your book to class each day.  I will periodically check your work.  If you are absent or don’t have your work completed on the day I check it you will lose those points and you will not be able to make those up.  

QUIZZES: You will be having quizzes throughout the semester.  Some will be scheduled and some will be random (“pop”) quizzes.  If you are absent on the day we have a quiz you will lose those points for the quiz and not be allowed to make them up.
DISPOSTIONS: I will be assessing you about twice per semester in the following areas:  

· Greeting people and taking leave using ASL

· Use of ASL in class
· Visual attentiveness

· Respect for peers

· Being prepared

· Active participation

· Impact on class, based on attitude

· Working with diverse individuals

· No electronic devices during class

Disposition:

	Dispositions:
	Area of 

Need
	Area of Competence
	Area of Strength

	Respect the value of Diversity and Collaboration

Maintains respect for her/his peers

Displays the ability to work with diverse individuals
	(
(
	(
(
	(
(

	Enthusiastically Interacts In Immersion

Greets people and takes leave using American Sign Language.

Use American Sign Language in class (i.e. with instructor and in small group

Actively participates in all classroom activities
	(
(
(
	(
(
(
	(
(
(

	Strives For Shared Understanding In Communication

Demonstrates visual attentiveness during all signed conversations
	(
	(
	(

	Aspects Responsibility for Self and Peers

Comes prepared to class

Does not use cell phone or other electric devices during class
	(
(
	(
(

	(
(

	Use Creative and Critical Thinking

Demonstrate initiative, resourcefulness and creativity
	(
	(
	(


20%
of the course grade will include Projects
 
GRAPHIC ORGANIZER - You will read “Our Father Abe” and create a graphic organizer representing your thoughts and reactions to the book.  This will be handed in to me or submitted to the drop box on D2L.  I will bring examples to class for you to view.  There is also a rubric for this on D2L so you can see what I will be looking for.  
GROUP DEAF EXPERIENCE AND POSTER WALK – The “Deaf Experience” project is designed to help hearing people not only understand the issues that Deaf people face, but also to begin to understand what life is like as a person who is hard of hearing living in a hearing world.  More explanation is on pages 7-8. 

D2L DISCUSSIONS – You will be watching a movie called “The Hammer” via web link or Netflix.  After watching you will be responsible for writing responses to prompts on D2L under the discussion tab.  You will need to read the prompt and then write about a paragraph response to each prompt.  You will then need to read other students responses and comment to at least 3 other students per prompt.  Those comments to other students can be about 1-2 sentences in length.  So that means a total of 4 responses per prompt.  (1 – your original response about a paragraph long, + 3 – responses to other students about 1-2 sentences = 4 per prompt) Please see me if you have any questions.

30%
of the course grade will include student performance on these Midterm Exams: 
COMPREHENSIVE EXAM: The midterm comprehension exam covers Units 1 and 2. The exam will test your ability to understand what is being signed to you.  This will include ASL linguistics, Deaf history and cultural behaviors.  

 NARRATIVE EXAM: You will be videotaped signing your autobiography and filling out a self-assessment.

STORY: You will learn to sign the “Timber” story.  During the exam you will be videotaped signing the story.  You will then view yourself and fill out a self-assessment. 

30%
of the course grade comprises student performance on these Final Exams: 

FINAL COMPREHENSIVE EXAM: This comprehension exam covers Units 1 through 3. This exam will test your ability to understand what is being signed to you.  This exam will also include ASL linguistics, Deaf history and cultural behavior. 

NARRATIVE EXAM: You will be videotaped signing “The Gum Story”. You will then watch yourself and fill out a self-assessment.  More specific guidelines will be given later in the course. 

EXPRESSIVE EXAM: This exam is your final exam. It is a 5-10 minute signed conversation between assigned class partners.  The topics covered during the interview are outlined for you in advance and covers everything you learned during the semester. This will be signed in front of a panel of instructors and videotaped.  

 Attendance/ Missed Test/ Assignments Policy: Class attendance is mandatory.  Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class.  Students are expected to be present and participate during class time in order to earn points for that day’s random homework check, pop quiz, and different in-class signing activities.  If absent without authorization* on a day when points are earned, the student will not be allowed to make up the points. This should be completed within one week of the original test date.  All assignments must be handed in/posted on D2L by the designated due date. Late assignments will not be accepted without prior authorization.  
*Authorized Absences 
By University policy, absences that fall under one of the following categories are considered authorized: (1) participation in an approved field trip listed in the catalogue as a requirement for a course in which the student is enrolled; or (2) participation in an authorized extra-curricular activity on the regularly approved calendar of university events [such absences are reported by the Dean to each Department at least 48 hours in advance of the trip or event]; or 3) Labor Day employment; or (4) active military service; or (5) accommodation of students’ religious beliefs (6) illness, injury, or emergency of such severity as to prevent the student from being able to attend class. A student should communicate directly with the instructor when an absence falls under one of the approved six categories. Instructors have discretion regarding requests for absences that do not fall under one of the approved six categories. 
Note: Student Health Services will not provide “medical excuses” for missed classes, missed examinations, or the late completion of assignments. The student is to communicate with the instructor to explain the situation.

Special Accommodations Policy:

Any student having a condition, which prevents the full expression of his/her abilities in this course, should contact the instructor in order to make individual arrangements or accommodations.

Academic Dishonesty Policy:

The instructor will follow the University policy on academic dishonesty and will not tolerate any instance of plagiarism or other forms of cheating.  See the student’s handbook for the full text of this policy.

Meeting with the instructor using an interpreter:

Should a student wish to have an interpreter present during an office meeting with the instructor please make the request in advance to the instructor.  Arrangements will be made to have an interpreter present at a time that works for all three.  This will take anywhere from a couple of days to a week to arrange. 
Deaf Experience Project
ASL 1
Goal: This project is designed to help hearing people not only understand the issues that Deaf people face, but also to begin to understand what life is like as a person who is hard of hearing living in a hearing world.  The experiences themselves can be done as a group or individually. You will then come together and work as a group to develop the poster based on all of your experiences. 

Part 1 – TV Experience

You will watch a thirty-minute TV show you have not yet seen without any sound while recording it.  You may also watch the first 30 minutes of a movie on VHS or DVD as long as you able to watch the same thirty minutes again. This is the way many Deaf people experience TV.  Make notes on how you felt, what you experienced as well as what you thought the show was about.  

Then re-watch the same show (30 minutes) with captioning part of the time (if captioning is available for the show and for your TV).  

Finally watch it with sound and again make notes about what you experienced with the captioning and compare what you thought the show was about to what it actually was about.  

It may be helpful to take notes while you are watching.  If this was the only way you could watch TV would you watch it as much as you do now?  Did you realize anything from this part of the assignment?  Answer these questions and include your feelings, details about your experience and any other information on your poster.

Part 2 – Ear Plugs and No Talking Experience

In order to conduct this exercise you must all wear earplugs and conduct a means of communication except your voice.  You may choose the length of time depending on your comfort level but I would advise at least 2 hours interacting with others in some way.  I would also suggest that you interact with people that are part of your daily activities (shopping, dining, classes, etc.) rather than planning an event out of the ordinary.
Buy one set of earplugs and wear them for as long as you are comfortable.  Wear one in each ear until you are almost finished then take one out and leave one in.  This will allow you to see the effects of having hearing in only one ear. Do not use earplugs while driving!!! This is illegal and can be dangerous when you are used to hearing environmental noises to help you with driving.  Also it is stressed you wear earplugs inside a building and not outside because of safety reasons such as walking across street and not being able to hear cars coming.

Challenge yourself, see if you can go the full day without speaking, and see if you can handle awkward or difficult situations.  Please try to address the following questions on your group poster, but feel free to modify the questions and make the poster relevant to your group’s experience. 
Questions in think about:

How did you feel with one earplug versus two?

Did you keep your earplugs in longer than you thought you would? Why or why not?

How did other people react to you?

Give an example of frustrating situation.

Did you have difficulty communicating with others? Why or why not?

What surprised you?

What advantages or disadvantage did you have?

Did participating in this project enhance your awareness? Why or why not?

How did you feel with earplugs in versus having no earplugs at all?

How did your behavior change from the first hour to the last?

Would you want to do this project again? Why or why not?

Other comments

You will create your poster with your group, but you are allowed to do the activities separately if you are not able to coordinate times together.  You must then work together as a group discussing your experiences and developing the poster. 

Poster requirements:

Size: At least 30” X 24” (If not exact, large enough to be poster sized.)

Colorful design

Be creative

Include drawing or pictures

Extra credit will be given for those posters that do not use any words (written/typed)

Poster should include all group members and activities.

Poster walk:

Your posters will be displayed in class.  Groups will then view all posters and write two questions and two comments for each. 
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