Storytelling 

Storytelling is one of the many ways to make literature come alive for children. It is the oral telling of a story, usually with no or minimum props or costumes. It is similar to reading a book aloud to an audience, but in many ways, there is a more direct connection between performer and audience. Traditional literature is a great place to find stories to tell because of the oral passing traits.

Selection: Go to the 398 section of most public and school libraries. This is where most of the folklore is catalogued according to the Dewey Decimal System. There are dozens of titles published each year. Some are single story editions and some are anthologies containing several stories. Look them over to find a story that speaks to you personally. Sometimes, I will read several stories before I find one I want to tell. Sometimes, I go back to a story I read a few weeks ago; it whispers in my ear “Tell me! Tell me!” (No, don’t lock me up.)
Preparation: I like to type my story on the computer: I learn the story while I type. I have a working script. I cross out some sections; perhaps add a few lines. I learn the overall outline of the story. Never try to memorize a story word-for-word. This isn’t learning lines for a play. By memorizing the outline, the story will be a little different each time you tell it. That’s one of the beauties about storytelling. I DO encourage you to memorize the first line so that you start out strong. Memorize the last line so you end strong. And memorize any key lines. I next try to get rid of the script as soon as possible. I practice my story several times before I tell it to an audience. The car is an excellent practice “studio.” So is the shower. Other people don’t bother typing out a script. They just read the story over and over and learn it that way. I know some storytellers who record the story and walk around with headphones. Everyone finds their preferred method. 

Presentation: Eye contact and energy are very important. Project your voice so people in the back can hear every word. Don’t speak in a monotone voice. Vary your pitch and pacing. A common problem is when a storyteller rushes through their story. Take your time and have fun engaging the audience.

 There aren’t that many great storytelling videos on YouTube, but here is one I particularly enjoy: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1iknLkX7E4k. 

For your assignment, video record yourself telling a story to an audience. Be sure to include the audience in the recording. Tell your story without costumes. Don’t use notes or cue cards (I can tell if you’re reading your story over your audience’s heads). 
For more help, visit Aaron Shepard’s Storytelling Page: http://www.aaronshep.com/storytelling/. He also has a nice section on Reader’s Theater – good resource to use with children in the future.

