 RELS 100 – INTRODUCTION TO WORLD RELIGIONS
GE IVB Humanities – Philosophy/Religious Studies

Foreign Culture, One Diversity Credit

Spring 2011
Instructor:  Steve Spina    
Office:
HHH 606     
Office phone: 836-2932

Office Hours:  TTH 3:30-4:30 pm; W: 3:00-4:30pm; or by appt.

Email:
spinasj@uwec.edu
Department Office: HHH 632
;
Department Phone: 836-2545

Academic Department Associate: Joanne Erickson, erickjoa@uwec.edu


Sections of the course: (Please memorize and use on all emails & assignments!)

· 
008  HHH 103
Wednesdays
   
6:00--8:45pm

·       009  HHH 303
Tuesday/Thursday 
9:30--10:45am

· 
010  HHH 310
Tuesday/Thursday
11:00--12:15pm

· 
011  HHH 310
Tuesday/Thursday 
2:00--3:15pm



COURSE DESCRIPTION & ORIENTATION:


This course will introduce students to the nature of religion and its academic study, tracing the major indigenous and classical religious traditions of the world. After an overview of the various global forms of oral/primal religion, we will look to three other families of religion: The South Asian traditions of Hinduism and Buddhism, the East Asian traditions of Taoism & Confucianism, and finally the Middle Eastern and monotheistic paths of Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Religions will be understood functionally as “maps”, orienting individuals and societies toward the Sacred, enabling them to navigate their way through the complexities and mysteries of the world.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

· To discover the patterns of shared similarities as well as significant differences between religious and spiritual traditions.

· To grow in understanding, appreciation and respect for the authenticity of religious expressions within varying cultures throughout time and space.

· To blend the scholarship of religious academics with wider meaningful experience of religious adherence.

· To enlarge one’s perspective by exposure to the diverse contexts and multifaceted expressions of religious community, code, creed and cultic practice.

RESOURCES: Text is Experiencing the World’s Religions, by Michael Molloy, Edition V

*There IS an outline study guide referenced on the back of Molloy’s text:

(www.mhhe.com/molloy4e)

**ALL other course related material can be found in either of TWO locations:

1. D2L:  Look under the appropriate semester (2111) and course section #

                      You will reference “Gradebook”, “Content” and “Dropbox” (for all folders/files)
      2.  “W: DRIVE”

a)  In the address bar of your web browser, type “cass1.uwec.edu”
(You will need to enter your username and password when indicated:

Example: username: UWEC\spinasj
password: abcd1111)
Then find and click “RELS”


Then find and click “SPINA”


Then find and open “100 course material”
b) Or map the W-drive to your personal computer by going to “My computer”, under 
“TOOLS” click “Map Network Drive”, find drive “W” and type in: \\cass1\deptdir &  hit “Finish”.
BACCALAUREATE Goals and Portfolio Fulfillment


The University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire baccalaureate degrees have FIVE goals. General Education courses (such as this one) are designed to meet at least some but not necessarily all of these goals. This course will address these five goals as described and interpreted for this specific course below, but will emphasize especially #’s 1 and 5.

1. Knowledge of Human Culture and the Natural World

Religion is a most critical element of human culture and this course will address its formative power and influence on both individuals and groups, throughout varying geographical areas and chronological periods.

2. Creative and Critical Thinking

This course will reveal how religion plays both a positive and negative role in the affirmation and refinement of such thinking skills. It also underscores this goal by requiring careful reflective and written responses to interaction with the lived expression of religious traditions.

3. Effective Communication

This course will assist such by offering new terminology and a set of concepts by which clarity across cultures can be accessed. In its requirement of interaction with those with differing points of view, it encourages the careful verbal expression and conceptual understanding of values, priorities and convictions.

4. Individual and Social Responsibility

This course assists and encourages the ways in which religious traditions have contributed to such responsibility in sometimes disastrous but often most favorable ways. It will also promote the unavoidable mandate of peacefully and respectfully engaging an increasingly diverse global population.

5. Respect for Diversity Among People

This course will emphasize the functional value of widely diverging belief systems across time and space, the individual necessity of perceptual shifts to honor their relative roles, and the global benefits of peaceful interaction.

COURSE AND CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS:
Any student who has a disability and is in need of classroom accommodations, please contact the instructor and the Services for Students with Disabilities Office in Old Library 2136 at the beginning of the semester.

Academic misconduct will be treated as a serious offense, and the strongest penalties incurred for such behavior. The disciplinary procedures and penalties for academic misconduct are described in the UW-Eau Claire Student Services and Standards Handbook (http://www.uwec.edu/sdd/publications.htm) in the section titled, “Chapter UWS 14-Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures.”

While weighted toward lecture/presentation, class experience will include other learning 


modes: Large and some small group discussion/processing, Audio/Video clips, CD-


ROMS, and the World Wide Web. Student preparation and participation in class is both 


expected and essential. e.g. ASK QUESTIONS!

I encourage email questions and comments to me, as long as you do NOT expect me to do your 


studying for you. All review material is already on D2L or W drive, AND in class notes.
Late work must be justified and approved by the instructor, or not allowed. Timely response is 


REQUIRED.

The UWEC webpages include the following statement on CIVILITY under “classroom helps”:


“As members of this class, we are members of a larger learning community where 


excellence is achieved through CIVILITY. Our actions affect everyone in our community. 


Courtesy is reciprocated and extends beyond our local setting, whether in future jobs, 


classes, or communities. Civility is not learned individually, it is practiced as a 


community.”

To this general affirmation, I add these guidelines for our common interaction:

· Please have your cell phones turned OFF and packed away from your course materials.
· Laptop computers are to be used ONLY for the academic purposes of taking notes and accessing course material, or disallowed from the classroom.
· Eating and drinking are allowed IF, 
#1 – you do not inhibit your neighbor’s learning, and #2 – you CLEAN UP.

· Sleeping rather than note-taking is your prerogative, if not distracting to your neighbor
· You may leave the class once begun, ONLY if your physical health depends on it. 

I need pre-notification of any academically excused reason for arriving late or 

leaving early. 

· Your addressing of me as instructor, is open to your own comfort level, as long as it does in fact convey respect: i.e. “Professor”, “Mr. Spina”, or “Steve” are all OK with me….

· ***PLEASE do NOT engage in socializing with your neighbor during class. Personal, private conversation is simply rude, inconsiderate, distracting, and disruptive….to me and those attending to the material at hand.
· CONTROVERSIAL topics and discussion:
“Faith” commitments do not and will not rule a secular classroom, but are and will be 

honored as the assumed subjective filters which informs each/any perspective. The 

dominant “faith commitments” in this classroom are to the values of:



Free inquiry vs. imposed doctrine & dogma



Autonomy vs. heteronomy or “group think”

The Empirical or “direct experience”, BUT that which includes the possibility of 


direct mental and spiritual, as well as material, “sense data”.

Rational, logical analysis as an essential means of organizing, articulating and 


critiquing the religiously posited dimensions of the non-rational and 


spiritual.

Conversation and dialogue vs. competition and debate

We OWN our opinions with “I” statements of belief or feeling.

We LISTEN as carefully to the values, priorities and convictions of 

another as we would expect and request for our own.

We empathetically IMAGINE how the world looks and feels from a 

differing point of view.

GRADING REQUIREMENTS

I.  EXAMS:  400 POINTS.
Four Unit Exams (Three plus Final) 100 pts each.: mostly objective (multiple choice, true/false, matching, fill-in-the-blank) with a few short answer. Exam content includes both text and class information, but closely follows class “overheads”/notes and review sheets.

II.  DIRECT EXPERIENCE REFLECTIONS:  60 POINTS
Two unit responses, 20 pts. each:  Two reflections on two different religious traditions and experiences. Guidelines for these papers are in a separate file.
Personal Spirituality Essay, 20 pts.:  Minimum four pages, showing interaction and practical engagement with the traditions studied. Instructions for this are also in a separate file.

     III.   “IDENTIFYING PRACTICES”:  40 POINTS.

Short, practical, take-home exercises will be assigned to “feel” some belief, value or practice, central to the spiritual paths being studied. These will be worth 5 pts each.

Attendance Policy:  Absences must be presented IN PRINT OR EMAILED AND APPROVED 
to be excused. More than one FULL DAY of unexcused absence will result in loss of points:

3 pts/75 minutes; 6 pts/150 minutes*
     *  i.e. You do not gain points for attendance, but LOSE them for absences
FINAL GRADE CALCULATION:  (100% = 500 Total pts). 

Final grade will be based on the cumulative total of points and following percentages:



92.5% or 463 points = A

77.5% or 388 points = C+



90.0% or 450 points = A-

72.5% or 363 points = C



87.5% or 438 points = B+

70.0% or 350 points = C-



82.5% or 413 points = B

67.5% or 338 points = D+



80.0% or 400 points = B-

62.5% or 313 points = D

COURSE SCHEDULE: CONTENT, ASSIGNMENTS & EXAMS
Sections 009, 010, 011
WEEK ONE:  January 26 & 28

Ts.   Introduction to the semester


Th.   Ch. 1 -- Understanding Religion, pp. 1-27
WEEK TWO:  February 1 & 3

Assignment #1: Spiritual Map/Timeline – Due in class

Ts.  Ch. 1, continued…


Th.  Chapter 2 – Oral Religions pp. 29-69
WEEK THREE:  February 8 & 10
Ch. 2 – Oral Religions continued…
WEEK FOUR:  February 15 & 17

Assignment #2: Alternative Wisdom – Due in class
Ts.  Unit Exam I (on Chs. 1 and 2)


Th.  Chapter 3 – Hinduism, pp. 70-117
Direct Experiences PLAN  (Who, What, Where, When, Why) -

Due by dropbox, Friday 11:59 pm
WEEK FIVE:  February 22 & 24  
Ch. 3 – Hinduism continued…

Assignment #3: Darshan -- Due by dropbox, Friday 11:59pm
WEEK SIX:  March 1 & 3
Chapter 4 – Buddhism, pp. 118-183
Assignment #4: Anatman  -- Due by dropbox, Friday 11:59 pm
WEEK SEVEN:  March 8 & 10 
Ch. 4 – Buddhism, continued…
First direct experience reflection – Due by dropbox, Friday 11:59pm
WEEK EIGHT:  March 15 & 17



Ts.  Unit Exam II (on Chs. 3 and 4)
Th.  Chapter 6 -- Taoism, pp. 206-226 




SPRING BREAK:  March 21—25

WEEK NINE:  March 29 & 31
Ts.  Ch. 6 -- Taoism continued…

            Th.  Ch. 6 -- Confucianism pp. 227-253
Assignment #5: Wu Wei  -- Due by dropbox, Friday 11:59 pm
WEEK TEN:  April 5 & 7
Chapter 8 -- Judaism, pp. 282-339
Assignment #6: Torah --  Due by dropbox, Friday 11:59 pm

WEEK ELEVEN:  April 12 & 14 
Ts.  Ch. 8 -- Judaism continued…


Th.  Chapter 9 – Christianity, pp. 340-429 
WEEK TWELVE:  April 19 & 21
Ts.  Unit Exam III  (on Chs. 6 & 8)

Th.  Ch. 9 --  Christianity continued…
               Assignment #7:  Abba Prayer  -- Due by dropbox, Friday 11:59 pm




[ EASTER:  Sunday, April 24 ]

WEEK THIRTEEN:  April 26 & 28

Ch. 9 – Christianity continued…
*  Second Direct Experience reflection – Due in dropbox by Friday 11:59 pm
WEEK FOURTEEN:  May 3 & 5

Chapter 10 – Islam, pp. 430-487
    Assignment #8:  Prostration – Due in dropbox by Friday 11:59 pm
WEEK FIFTEEN:   May 10 & 12

Ts.  Chapter 10 – Islam, pp. 430-487

Th.  …a concluding applicational lecture:
“Perception, Peace and Progress:

Opening Our Eyes to Coexistence in a Global and Multicultural World”
    Bonus Assignment #9:  Pop Culture – Due in dropbox by Friday 11:59 pm
* Personal Spirituality Essay -- Due in dropbox by Friday 11:59 pm.
FINAL EXAM WEEK:  Monday, May 16 – Friday, May 20
Section 008 (Wed. 6:00 pm) 
      – Wednesday, May 18
7:00 pm

Section 009 (Ts/Th. 9:30 am)     – Thursday, May 19      10:00 am


Section 010 (Ts/Th. 11:00 am)   – Tuesday, May 17           10:00 am


Section 011 (Ts/Th.  2:00 pm)    – Tuesday, May 17          1:00 pm
1

