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 COURSE COMPONENTS

 1)   Assigned Readings--Your rental text is Jacqueline Jones, et al  Created Equal: 

Social and Political History of the United States  (3rd Edition), available at the University Bookstore.  The readings in the Jones text will provide you with the basic facts and trends in American life for the period we cover.  You cannot succeed in class without reading the assignments.   Please complete reading assignments before you come to class.  This course covers a lot of material and each assignment assumes knowledge from previous assignments.  You are responsible for all of the material in each assignment.  For every hour spent in class, you will need to spend at least two hours preparing outside of class.  The better you prepare for each class, the easier it will be for you to perform well on quizzes and tests and write the required essays.  If you think of questions as you are reading, write them down so that you will be prepared to ask them in class.  We will have time in each class to go over questions about the assigned reading; however, if you have no questions when class begins, I will assume that you understand what you have read. 
2)  Class Attendance--Lectures and discussions in class will begin where the text leaves
   off. I will subtract one semester point for each unexcused absence, as discussed below under "Grading."  Four unexcused absences will result in an “F” for the semester.   Please note that when the course schedule calls for work to be completed on “Hybrid Fridays” and the occasional “Hybrid Monday” or “Hybrid Wednesday” that students must do the online work within the specified assignment time.  
3) Electronic Mail--I encourage the use of email as a way to conduct course-related

business outside of class and office hours.  I pledge to answer your email inquiries promptly. 

4) Course Web Page and Shared Drive—I will store handouts and electronic documents

on our course “Desire-to-Learn” site.  We can use of “D2L” for quizzes and record-keeping.  For the first assignment, “The Consumer Culture of Colonial America” we will make use of files on the University’s shared “deptdir” or “W” drive. 

5) Exams—There will be one in-class midterm exam and a final exam in History 114

covering the broad themes of the course.   

6) Quizzes—We will have fifteen weekly quizzes on Fridays, out of which I will drop

your four lowest scores.  Quizzes will be a mix of true-false, multiple choice, and short answer questions, taken mainly from the Jones Created Equal textbook, but also drawing on class lectures.   

7) Case Studies--There are two writing assignments in History 114.  Both are based on

 analyzing primary sources on the course shared drive and on the D2L course web page and interpreting those sources based on a close reading of the Jones textbook, and a careful attention to class lectures and discussions.  Students will receive training in the computer skills to use the primary sources so that they may succeed in the assignments and in the course.  There is no computer skill prerequisite for this course.  Even the most computer-phobic student can earn an "A" on these assignments. 

7-i)Research Project # 1,  “The Consumer Culture of Colonial America” Project— Students will be assigned the probate inventory of a person who died in 1774 colonial America.  The probate inventories list assets and liabilities of the deceased.  From the probate inventory lists, students will describe the types of patterns of consumption of American households just before the American Revolution.  Students will also analyze how their individual decedent fit into the larger economy of colonial America.  This assignment is due Feb. 25.  There will be a detailed handout about how to succeed on this assignment posted to our D2L course web page.  Late papers will not be accepted.
7-ii) Research Project # 2, “The Transformation of Wisconsin and Minnesota, 1840-1880” Project— Students will analyze the history of the transformation of the land and peoples of Wisconsin and Minnesota from “Indian Country” to an outpost of Europe between 1840 and 1900.  Our sources will include U.S.-Indian Nation treaties and the U.S. Census for the years 1840 through 1900.  In so far as is possible, students will be assigned their home counties.  The data for each census for each county exists in computerized form so we will spend some class time learning how to manipulate the automated data.  Each student will write a five page paper analyzing their findings and tie the transformation history of their particular county to the larger questions raised in the text reading, class lectures, and class discussions.  We will also spend class time sharing our findings with one another.  There will be additional handouts given in class that will provide students the particular details needed to complete the assignment successfully.  This assignment is due April 22.  Again, late papers will not be accepted.

The History Department Style Sheet http://www.uwec.edu/history/stylesheet.htm will tell you how to format footnotes and bibliographic entries, and it is available for free on the History Department Web Page.
***********************************************************************

Please note:  I will not accept late assignments.  You must have your work in on time for the two projects.

************************************************************************
8) Academic Integrity at UW-Eau Claire—The University of Wisconsin Board of

 Regents and the faculty at UW-Eau Claire expect students to uphold the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity.  Students should make themselves familiar with the Regents’ policy statement on academic misconduct that is subject to disciplinary action.  In History 114, the penalty for students committing plagiarism is a grade of “F” for the semester. 

9) Students with Disabilities—all students in History 114 will have the opportunity to

 succeed.  If you have special needs, please let me know early in the semester and I will work with you to accommodate those needs. 

10)  History 114 as a Learning Community—The University Senate’s Campus Civility Team offers the following thought:  

"As members of this class, we are members of a larger learning community where excellence is achieved through civility. Our actions affect everyone in our community. Courtesy is reciprocated and extends beyond our local setting, whether in future jobs, classes, or communities. Civility is not learned individually, it is practiced as a community."
On the first day of class, we will work through the Campus Civility Team’s list of classroom behavior issues and decide as a learning community our policies and the consequences for violations of those policies.  For further information, please see:  http://www.uwec.edu/civility/Classroom/ClassroomHelps.htm
COURSE GOALS AND UWEC LEARNING GOALS

    1)  History 114 is a general education course designed, as the University Catalogue says, "to help each student attain the basic competencies, breadth of knowledge, and critical judgement which characterize a mature and responsible individual in modern society."  The UW-Eau Claire faculy have devised five learning goals that characterize an educated University graduate.  History 114 will help students in their development toward mastering all five learning goals. 

2)  History 114 involves studying four connected themes about the early years of America:  the creation of a multi-ethnic and multi- religious society; the building of a capitalist economy; the making of the modern family; and the development of ideas about liberty and freedom.  This is a "survey" course in American history so we will cover much ground in rapid fashion.  We will, however, slow down the last six weeks of the semester to study in some depth the inseparable problems of slavery, freedom, race and conflict in the era of the American Civil War.  I will argue in History 114 that many of the forces that shaped the United States had their origins before 1877.  As a class, we will attempt to make direct connections between the world of the past and our lives today.

GRADING

Your grade will be determined by how well you answer quizzes, and by your skill as a historian on your individual and team papers.  Your thirteen highest-scored quizzes will each count for 3% each, for a total of 39% of your semester grade.  Your first two primary source research papers will each count for 20% each, for a total of 40% of your semester grade.  The midterm exam counts for 10% of your semester grade and the final exam will count for 11% of your semester grade. As discussed above under "Attendance," I will deduct one semester percentage point per unexcused absence.   Four unexcused absences results in a grade of “F” for the course.

The grading system used in History 114 conforms to the guidelines in the University Catalogue: students who do excellent work will receive an "A", students who do very good work will receive a "B", and so forth.  There is no curve in History 114; instead, there is a fixed point scale:

A   94-100
B+  87-89
C+ 77-79

D+ 67-69
F  59 and below

A-  90-93
B    83-86
C    73-76

D    63-66




B-  80-82
C-  70-72

D-  60-62

COURSE OUTLINE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

(Note:  reading assignments are keyed to class topics; make sure you read the chapter in question before each class.)

Part I--The Clash of Cultures

Jan 23--Introduction and Review of Syllabus/Class Discussion: Building Respect in the History 114 Classroom / Questionnaire--How do you Experience the Past? 

Jan 25—Three Worlds Come Together; preview of typical History 114 in-class quiz (Reading:  Jones, chapter 1)

Hybrid Friday:  Jan. 27—American Indian Population History before Columbus (online lecture); online Quiz # 1 on Jones, Chapter 1.

Jan 30—The Columbian Encounter…and what followed (reading:  Jones, ch. 2)

Feb 1—Origins of "NASCAR Dads" or, Life, Death, and Tobacco in the Chesapeake;  

Hybrid Friday: Feb 3—Explorations in Doing History with Primary Sources: “The Consumer Culture of Colonial America” (online tutorial for Research Project # 1); online Quiz # 2 on Jones, ch. 2

Feb 6--Errand in the Wilderness:  Puritan New England 

Feb. 8:  The view from the Sault:  Franco-Algonquian Wisconsin (reading, Jones, Chapter 3)

Hybrid Friday: Feb. 10—online Quiz # 3 on Jones, ch. 3

Feb 13—The Middle Passage from Africa to the Americas (reading: Jones, ch. 4) 

Feb 15—American Slavery, American Freedom 

Hybrid Friday:  Feb. 17—Quiz # 4 on Jones, Chapter 4

Feb 20—France, Great Britain, and the Struggle for Wisconsin…and North America (reading: Jones, ch. 5)

Feb 22—The King’s Dilemma in 1763 

Hybrid Friday:  Feb. 24:  online Quiz # 5 on Jones, Chapter 5

Feb 27—RESEARCH PROJECT # 1 is DUE; class discussion of “Consumer Culture of Colonial America”  

Feb 29—the “Real Whig” Ideology of the American Revolution (reading: Jones, ch. 6)

Hybrid Friday: Mar 2—online Quiz # 6 on Jones, Chapter 6

Mar 5—Revolt in the British Empire (reading:  Jones, ch. 7);  

Mar 7—MIDTERM EXAM

Hybrid Friday: Mar 9—online quiz on Jones, Chapter 7

Hybrid Monday: Mar 12—Explorations in Doing History with Primary Sources, Part II (online tutorial)



Part II--Building a Market Society

Mar 14—The Constitution as a Real Whig document (reading: Jones, ch. 8)

Hybrid Friday: Mar 16—the Federalist Papers and American Political Culture; online Quiz # 8 on Jones, Chapter 8

Mar 26—The Origins of American Political Parties (reading:  Jones, ch. 9)

Mar 28—the French and Haitian Revolutions in American History 

Hybrid Friday: Mar 30—online Quiz # 9 on Chapter 9

April 2—The Second War of American Independence (reading: Jones, ch. 10)

April 4—American Apartheid:  the Concept of Indian Removal

Hybrid Friday: April 6—online Quiz # 10 in class on Chapter 10

April 9—Chippewa Treaty Rights in Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Michigan: from 1837 to 2009. (reading:  Jones, ch. 11)

April 11—The Industrial Revolution 

Hybrid Friday:  April 13—online Quiz # 11 on Chapter 11 and Chapter 12

April 16—Time, Work, and Baseball (reading:  Jones, ch. 12)

April 18—The Great Migration to America

Hybrid Friday: April 20—online Quiz # 12 on Jones, Chapter 12

Part III--Slavery, Freedom, and the Second American Revolution

April 23—The Slave South (reading:  Jones, ch. 13) 

April 25—Expansion of the American Empire:  The Mexican-American War 

Hybrid Friday: April 27—online Quiz # 13 on Jones, Chapter 13

April 30—RESEARCH PROJECT # 2 IS DUE IN CLASS: “The transformation of Wisconsin and Minnesota”

May 2—The South Secedes from the Union (reading:  Jones, ch. 14)

Hybrid Friday: May 4—online Quiz # 14 on Jones, Chapter 14

May 7—Civil War  

May 9—Reconstruction, on and off the silver screen (reading: Jones, ch. 15)

Hybrid Friday: May 11, online Quiz # 15 on Jones, Chapter 15

 May 15—Final Exam (Time: 1:00-2:50)

