Reading and Assignment Schedule

September
7 - Class Introduction, a discussion of the syllabus, and an intro to comparative political analysis; Text , Hauss - Chapters 1 and 2

9 - A place to begin? A discussion of the political system of the United States, Hauss -Chapter 3.

Great Britain: Hauss Text, Chapter 4
12 - The Contemporary Landscape & The Political Culture;  Past and Present: Historical Perspective and Contemporary Problems & The Uncodified Constitution

14 - The Electoral System: Campaigns, Voting, and Voters

16 - Political Parties: More or Less Than a Two-Party System? & Interest Groups: Insiders or Outsiders

19 - The Executive: Government at the Center & Parliament: Commons and Lords

21 - The Monarchy: Above the Fray?; Enforcement: The Courts and the Police; & Communication and Feedback: The Mass Media

23 -The European Union: Government Above the Center; The New Assemblies: Government Below the Center; & Local Government: Government Below the Center

France: Hauss Text, Chapter 5
26 - The Historical and Constitutional Background; The Economic and Social Context

28 - Patterns and Perspectives of Political Culture; Political Parties and Elections

30 - Political Parties and Elections (cont);  Interest Groups

October

3 - Instruments and Patterns of Decision Making: The Executive

5 - Instruments and Patterns of Decision Making: The Parliament

7 - The Administrative System;Law, Justice, and Civil Liberties; & Political Changes and Public Policies

Germany: Hauss Text, Chapter 6
10 - The Historical Setting & Putting Germany Back Together Again: Unification and its Aftermath;The Social and Economic Setting

12 - Political Culture, Participation, and Civil Liberties

14 - The Party System and the Representation of Interests

17 - Elections and Voting Behavior

19 - Policy Making Institutions I: Parliament and Executive

21 - Policymaking Institutions II: Administration, Semipublic Institutions, and Courts; 
Subnational Units: Federalism and Local Government; The Unified German Polity Faces the Future

24 - Midterm Examination Part One - IDs; Be sure to bring a BLUEBOOK

26 - Midterm Examination Part II - ESSAy, Be sure to bring a BLUEBOOK
Japan: No Text
28 - The past

31 - The present;  ESSAY IS DUE
November
2 - Japan (cont)

Russia: Hauss Text,  Chapter 9

4 - Russia, The Past

7 - Communism: Hauss Text, Chapter 8 

9 - The Present

11 - The developing world: Hauss Text,  Chapter 11
India: Text: Hauss Text,  Chapter 12
14 - History, Culture  and Politics

Iran: Hauss Text, Chapter 13
16 - History and Politics

China: Text, Chapter 10
18 - History and Politics

21 - Annual Editions, UNIT 1: Why Comparative Politics; Overview and Articles 1 - 7

23 - UNIT 2: Studying Comparative Politics: Devloping Theories, Culling Evidence, and Interpretation over Time; Overview and Articles 8 - 14

25 - Thanksgivng Break

28 - UNIT 3: Political Participation: From Preferences to Policies; Overview and Articles 15 - 19.

30 - UNIT 4: The Executive: Instituting Accountability and Responsiveness; Overview and Articles 20 - 25

December
2 - UNIT 5: The Legislature: Representation and the Effects of Electoral Systems; Overview and Articles 26 - 31

5 - UNIT 6: The Judiciary, Intelligence Agencies, and the Military: : Unelected Policy Thugs or Expert Protectors?; Overview and Articles 32 - 36

7 - UNIT 7: Trends and Challenges: How to Change Institutions; Overview and Articles 37 - 41

9 - A Discussion of the European Union; Hauss Text, Chapter 7    RESEARCH PAPER IS DUE!!
12 - Catch up and Review Discussion

14 - Final Exam Discussion: do not miss this class!!
Dec 19 - FINAL EXAMINATION, Monday, 1:00 PM - 2:50 PM, Be sure to bring TWO bluebooks.
