Dear High School Physics Teacher member of AAPT:

When I offered myself as a candidate to be the High School Member-at-Large on the AAPT Executive Board, I noted that I regarded my role to "report relevant new developments to high school teachers."  Although I initially conceived this role to relate to the High School Committee and The Physics Teacher, the AAPT Executive Office is now enabling me to do this directly.

As I hope you know, the AAPT Executive Office is now led by our new Executive Officer, Toufic Hakim.  We chose Toufic because of our desire to enable AAPT to respond more to the needs of our members in a more agile manner and to make AAPT a stronger presence in the science education community.  Indeed, the first message Toufic issued after assuming his position in September describes this goal as making AAPT "the leading voice of physics education and the leading resource for physics education."

Toufic elaborated on this at our October 2006 Executive Board meeting, at which he made it clear to us that what he is doing is “packaging” for us and back to us the vision by which we have been collectively inspired and under which we had been operating.

In being the leading voice, resource, and advocate for physics educators, AAPT is an organization like no other.  Yet Toufic wondered how many of AAPT's members fully realized the benefits of AAPT and how AAPT was perceived by sister societies and outsiders.  To accomplish our mission, AAPT needs to reach beyond ourselves, he said, especially to people who don't know about us.  Toufic envisions establishing AAPT as the "one-stop shop" for physics education resources and recognizes that it takes all of us, volunteers and professionals, working together to fulfill that vision.

Several changes are forthcoming to achieve the goal of making AAPT a more outreaching and responsive organization.  Some will occur in the near term, others over a longer span of time.  The National Office, Area Committees, and Sections of AAPT have largely operated as three separate entities, and one near-term goal is to provide "connectedness" among these three components.

One way that AAPT has sought to be more responsive to the needs of its members has been through the appointment of Senior Physics Fellows, who work on specific projects over limited periods of time.  The first of these fellows in recent years was former AAPT President Charlie Holbrow, who focused on making AAPT more responsive to the needs of four-year colleges.  One of AAPT's programs for four-year colleges which have been particularly popular is a New Faculty Workshop, which saw a large number of new college physics faculty meeting at the American Center for Physics the same weekend as our October Executive Board meeting.  When I met some of them at a reception on Saturday evening, they had been through two intensive days of sessions devoted to the best that AAPT has to offer in terms of physics and physics pedagogy that these new faculty can use in their new positions.  The participants seemed highly energized by their experience at the workshop.  AAPT will shortly be recruiting a second Senior Physics Fellow to focus on middle and high-school programming.  One of this fellow's goals is to develop "workshops for new school teachers of physics or physical science in the mode of New Faculty workshops."

Another aspect of AAPT programs that will be of special interest to high-school teachers is an Annual Symposium on Physics Education planned for each winter meeting.  One topic that could be addressed at these symposia is "Physics First," about which the High School Committee recently completed the text of a pamphlet, which is soon to go to press.

Two other new developments that would be of special interest to high school teachers in AAPT are the establishment of a National Task Force on the Preparation of K-12 Physics and Physical Science Teachers, with AAPT taking leadership, and the phasing out of The Announcer, to be replaced by an Annual Report, a new, more frequent Interactions, and an expanded AAPT website.  The intent here is to be able to disseminate information through the most appropriate channel in the most-timely fashion.

If you have any questions about the issues raised in this report or have any other thoughts about how AAPT relates to you, I hope you will contact me.  My e-mail address is <JLRoeder@aol.com>.

Sincerely,

John Roeder

High School Member-at-Large

