
 

I have been a big fan of travel writer Rick Steves since reading his entertaining Europe 101 in preparation for my first trip to 

Europe in 1990.  Over the years, I have enjoyed traveling in Europe vicariously with Rick Steves on my local PBS station.  He 

visits Europe òthrough the back dooró to better experience the culture as it is lived by ordinary people.  In his new book, Travel 

as a Political Act, Rick Steves advocates travel as a means for Americans to broaden their perspectives and see America as others 

see us.   

 

Thanks to the Center for International Education at UWñEau Claire, I had the opportunity this past year to do just that, to see 

America through the eyes of the British.  In Fall, 2008, I taught at Harlaxton College, the British campus of the University of 

Evansville, located near Grantham in the east midlands county of Lincolnshire, England.  The mission of Harlaxton College 

meshes well with Rick Stevesõ travel philosophy:  to lead students to a greater global vision and, ultimately, a better understand-

ing of American society.  The signature program at Harlaxton is British Studies and all students and faculty from the participating 

American schools take the course from the Harlaxton-based British faculty.  Field trips, evening cultural programs, and a schedule 

that encourages weekend travel (both sponsored trips and independent travel) enhance the academic experience.  My own win-

dow on the British perspective was opened too by the several daily newspapers delivered to Harlaxton manor and the small 

color telly in my familyõs carriage house flat (with a channel lineup of BBC One, BBC Two, ITV1, Channel 4, and Five).             

 

I will share two general observations from my nearly four months on British soil.  First, the Brits take an almost parental interest 

in the United States, hoping always that we will realize our great potential, but prepared to be disappointed.  The press and 

public reaction to the financial collapse, which hit the British economy very hard, was to kick themselves for falling prey to the 

shenanigans of Wall Street, much like they still held former Prime Minister Tony Blair in contempt for being duped by the Bush 

Administration into supporting the Iraq War.  Comedian Stephen Fry (Jeeves in the Jeeves and Wooster television series) played 

the bemused British uncle to his odd American relations as he visited all fifty states in his six-part television series, Stephen Fry in 

America (he visited a cheese factory in Wisconsin and snowmobiled in Minnesota, in case you are wondering).  British historian 

Simon Schamaõs four-part documentary and book, The American Future: A History, was a captivating look at the United States 

that captured both Americaõs great promise (liberty and opportunity) and disappointment (greed and oppression).   

 

The 2008 presidential election served as the backdrop for Schamaõs series and my stay in Britain. The Brits seemed to be watch-

ing warily as they put their hopes on Obama, but feared that America might fall for Palin instead.  These sentiments were ex-

pressed by surprising sources.  In September, Harlaxton College hosted Nick Boles, Conservative Party candidate for the Gran-

tham and Stamford constituencies (a shoo-in according to my British faculty colleagues).  Boles supported Barack Obama, paying 

his own way to attend the Democratic convention in Denver, as the best hope for much-needed change in American foreign and 

domestic policy.  If Conservative candidates for parliament cheered for an Obama win, then it is no mystery where the rest of 

the British stood.   

 

My second observation is that, while interested in U.S. politics and culture, the Brits are far from fixated with all things American.  

The U.S. election was rarely front page news.  The press instead was preoccupied with British affairs:  their returning Olympic 

heroes, the trials and tribulations of Prime Minister Gordon Brown and his ruling Labour Party, the radio hijinks of Russell Brand 

and Jonathan Ross, the Match of the Day, the 60
th
 birthday of Prince Charles, and their lost Icelandic investments to name a few 

from my time there.  The truth is that British eyes seldom focus much on the United States.          

*This is written with all due respect to my colleague, Stephen Hill, who always sees America through British eyes.   
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One way of looking at retirement is to end the day saying, òGosh, I didnõt accomplish anything today, but, so what!ó  Or, one 

can start the day wondering how so many things can possibly get done.  Once in a while I can relish the former, but most often 

it is the latter that rules the day. Life is not boring. 

 

One thing was certain back in 2000, I did not want to drop my professional interest in politics.   At the same time, I did not 

want the stress of intense involvement with campaign management.  Public radio offered an ideal outlet.   I have been the local 

public radioõs election analyst every election night for a number of years.  That has especially meant giving significant attention 

to area legislative races when most of the broadcast media is concentrating on state and national contests.  Wisconsin Public Ra-

dio has been very good about making sure that area elections get thorough coverage on election night and in the weeks leading 

up to the election.  

 

There are times when being the analyst also involves saying, òDonõt put that report on the air, it is probably wrong.ó  Two ex-

amples especially stand out.  One was a congressional primary several years ago where the wire services were calling a candidate 

from La Crosse the victor.  But it was clear to me that no votes were in from Barron County where another candidate was 

from.   Madison network people were pressuring us to call the race against our better judgment (they wanted to call it a night).  I 

convinced our local people to wait.   It was one of those low turnout contests and when Barron Countyõs vote came in, their 

local candidate had some 90 percent of the vote in the county and the nomination.  

 

A similar instance occurred this past November in a legislative race.  On election night results from a particu-

lar precinct showed the challenger overwhelmingly defeating the incumbent.  I knew the precinct well - it 

was where I lived - and was very suspicious of the reported results.  It is a high turnout precinct with many 

faculty, retired faculty and students residing there.  Those not in academia were involved in many other 

professions.  I insisted that the vote tallying needed to be reexamined before we reported anything.  A cou-

ple of hours later new figures came in.  There were entry errors by some poll watchers, not in the official 

tallying.  The incumbent carried the precinct and his district overwhelmingly. 

 

After having taught electoral politics for 34 years, I continue to be excited by the opportunity to analyze what is going on for  an 

interested and knowledgeable audience.  But I have been able to be involved in other service activities as well.  

 

For six years after retirement, I served on the board for the Eau Claire Chamber Orchestra.  Iõm not a musician and only sing in 

the key of flat, but I love music and was privileged to be involved with great music promotion, including two years as chairp er-

son of the board. 

 

Another challenge came with my membership in my synagogue congregation.  It was nearly impossible for handicapped people 

to access our building and its two levels.  First, I headed up an effort to install a ramp to our sanctuary level, and then an effort 

to install a lift so that handicapped people could move from floor to floor.   The ramp project was completed two years ago and 

the lift project was completed this past December.  Managing the interaction among congregants, contractors, and city and state 

inspectors was not entirely different from the kind of coalition building and bargaining that regularly goes on in politics.  

 

In short, while performing different kinds of service in the community, learning continues and is enhanced.  And retirement re-

mains exciting. 

 
 
 

Mort Sipress taught in the Political Science Department from 1966-2000.  

His area of expertise was American Politics: classes he taught included American National Politics; Comparative American Institu-

tions; Public Opinion and Political Behavior; Political Parties, Elections and Voting; The Politics of Government Budgeting; and 

Introduction to Political Analysis.   

Mort and his wife, Sylvia, who taught from 1964 -1998, reside in Eau Claire. 
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Remember the difficult process you went through as a student trying to determine what you wanted to do with your 

life and how to get there?  Remember the time and energy you put into your job search?  Wouldnõt it have been nice 

to have had the opportunity to contact professionals working in a variety of careers and locations to help you learn 

what you really wanted in a job?  The Ask An Alum and Friends program at UWEC gives students that opportunity. 

Career Services is currently building the database of alumni from all University departments and we would love to 

have you represent the Political Science Department.  If you are interested in participating in the Ask An Alum and 

Friends program please check out their website at www.uwec.edu/career to register. For questions, please contact 

Robin Johengen at (715) 836-5359 or via e -mail at johengrj@uwec.edu. 

 

Our annual department alumni newsletter serves many purposes.  First and foremost we like to acknowledge the accomplish-

ments of our alumni.  The òAlumni Doingsó page provides a brief snapshot of the career accomplishments and personal achieve-

ments of alumni, while the longer alumni profiles tell a more complete story of a few alumni each year.  The newsletter also 

recognizes the good academic work of our very best students currently in the program.  We profile the recipients of the Andre-

sen scholarship and Gambrell award and list the yearõs inductees into Pi Sigma Alpha, the political science honors society.  Of 

course, we report the yearõs news from our faculty so that alumni can see what their old professors have been doing.  We also 

give one of our emeritus faculty a chance in each newsletter to share some stories about their life since retirement from the uni-

versity.  Finally, we always save some space to solicit funds from alumni for our student scholarships and foundation accounts.   

 

That is a lot of ground to cover in one newsletter.  But there is yet another less obvious purpose for putting together an annual 

newsletter.  By recording our alumni, student, and faculty accomplishments each year, we accumulate a collection that gives us a 

history of the department.  It is fascinating for me to review these each year as I begin thinking about the upcoming newsletter.  

Now that we have placed past newsletters on our department web site, I hope that you too can find some time to read about 

your undergraduate department and reflect upon the contributions it made to your life.   

 

As I reviewed past newsletters this year, I was struck by how stable our department has been during an otherwise tumultuous 

period for the university.  Repeated unkind state budgets have made it difficult for departments to recruit and retain faculty.  We 

have, however, been able to attract the very best faculty and keep them here.  How have we managed to do this?  I can think of 

two reasons.  First, ours is truly a collegial department.  We respect each other and make the office an enjoyable and intellectu-

ally stimulating place to be each day.  (Here is where I must express my gratitude to Mike Fine and Pete Myers for stepping in to 

fulfill the department chair duties during my semester teaching in England this past fall.)  Second, our majors are without a doubt 

the most interesting students on campus.  It is a pleasure for us to teach these young minds eager to learn about politics and gov-

ernance.                    

 

In the end, our eager students leave the classroom and go on to challenging careers and interesting lives.  Our greatest satisfac-

tion as your old professors is to hear from you.  Believe it or not, we do remember you!  We are only a quick email away.  Le t 

us know what you have been doing.  We can report your accomplishments and stories in our newsletter so that other alumni 

and our current and prospective students can read them.  Or, maybe you can come to campus and share your experiences di-

rectly with our students.  Whatever the case, we would love to hear from you.   



 
taught an online version of his Introduction to Global Politics class during the 2008 and 2009 Summer ses-

sions. He also taught, for the eleventh consecutive year, his Winterim class, òThe Arab-Israeli Conflictó in January, 

2009. He participated on a UWEC Internal Review Committee and in the òDismantling Racism Initiative.ó Ali also 

gave numerous talks on campus, around Wisconsin, and in Italy and Iran. He received the prestigious Salzburg Fel-

lowship to attend a seminar on òIslamic and International Law: Searching for Common Ground.ó  His two book 

reviews for Choice Magazine were published in October, 2008 and February, 2009.   

 

 

presented research at the Midwestern Criminal Justice Association meetings in Chicago on employersõ willing-

ness to hire incarcerated offenders returning to rural communities in Wisconsin and Minnesota. His presentation 

was the culmination of a faculty-student collaboration research project with Jeffery Kleinedler who recently gradu-

ated from UW -Eau Claire and is now enrolled in the Master of Arts in Criminology program at the University of 

Minnesota, Duluth. Randy continues to make headway with Stephen Hill on researching the global paramilitary 

policing òjuggernaut.ó For pleasure, Professor Begerõs summer travel plans included hiking the Gorges du Verdon 

and surrounding villages in southern France. 

 

 

served a semester as Department Co-Chair and learned as never before to appreciate Department Chairs Bob 

Gibbon, Pat George, Len Gambrell, and Rodd Freitag.  Mike met with prospective majors and parents, frequently 

moms or even granddads who had passed through our halls, and encouraged a new generation of students to 

come to UWEC and the department. Mike and Peter Myers have applied to lead a 2010 NEH Summer Seminar for 

Teachers on the design and framing of the U.S. Constitution.  Should the application be successful, spread the word 

to teachers you know who might be interested, and if you went into teaching, please consider applying to join us.   

 

 

completed his seventh year as department chair and his twelfth year at the university.  The hands-down high-

light of his year was teaching abroad during the fall semester at Harlaxton College in England.  In August, the 

Freitag family traveled in Europe, visiting Munich, Salzburg, Florence, Siena, the Cinque Terra, the Swiss Alps, and 

Paris.  While in England, sons Joe (11) and Tom (8) attended the Church of England school in Harlaxton village. His 

wife, Stephanie, took a travel writing class at Harlaxton College and recorded her many adventures on a travel 

blog.  The Freitags made many weekend trips in England, visiting York, Cambridge, Warwick, Edinburgh, North 

Wales, Durham, and Lincoln.  After the semester ended, the family spent a week in Rome before returning home                            

        in time for Christmas. 

 

 

was asked to speak to two local chapters of P.E.O., a womenõs philanthropic and educational organiza-

tion, in the Fall of 2008. She spoke about òWomen in the Political Science Professionó and òWomen and the 

Vote.ó Dr. Gilkison continues to serve as faculty advisor for the Political Science Honor Society, Pi Sigma Alpha.  

She facilitated the 18
th 

 annual Pi Sigma Alpha Workshop for Applying to Law School and Graduate School. She also 

continues to guest lecture each year in the interdisciplinary course, IDIS 201 ñ Overview of the U.S. Health Care 

System. In May she began a cross-country drive to her nieceõs college graduation in Savannah, GA, taking time out 

to visit Frank Lloyd Wrightõs Fallingwater, the new National Museum of the American Indian, the National Cathe-                   

        dral in Washington, D.C., and finally onward to Texas.  

 

 

was a presenter last summer at the Caribbean Reasonings Conference in Kingston, Jamaica, where he delivered a 

paper on the Workers' Party of Jamaica. Gray was also a discussant at the conference on "Legacies of Radical Poli-

tics in the Caribbean," in Pittsburgh, PA in May.  Obika is currently an external examiner for the Department of 

Government at the University of the West Indies. After running in two local 5K races in May, Obika is looking for-

ward to the marriage of two daughters in the fall.  
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is still enjoying his new house in Eau Claire. His wife joined UW-Stout last year as an Assistant Professor in Biology. 

He and his wife joined an intramural ultimate frisbee team in the Spring semester and helped their team to a league 

championship victory. They played for a local Eau Claire softball team that hasn't yet won a game! In between 

games he continues to work on the issues of paramilitary policing and US-Iranian relations with his departmental 

colleagues Randy Beger and Ali Abootalebi. 

  

 

 

attended a conference on liberal education at UW-Madison in October.  He presented a paper on the 

European Union  and secession issues along with running a panel on European Union expansion at the annual Mid-

west Political Science Association conference in Chicago in April.  He also published book reviews on the wearing 

of the Muslim veil in France and on majority cultures in democracies.  He had the best time moderating a student 

debate right before the November, 2008 election and was actually the winner of top blog commenter in the 

Washington Post on the whole O.J. Simpson sentencing issue.  His son Shane finished his second year of medical 

school at UW-Madison while his daughter Sofia finished her junior year in a flurry of AP tests and the ACT.  His        

        wife Signe did her usual superb job at the annual Birkebeiner ski race while Steve crawled to the finish crying and 

        cramping. 

 

spent much of the fall complaining about his temporary duties as interim co-chair of the department (with Mike 

Fine) and wondering, in amazement, how Rodd has retained his full head of hair, let alone his even temper, 

throughout his long years of service as department chair. On Peterõs more familiar professional terrain, after a few 

years of writing he spent much of this year talking. In September, 2008 he gave the Constitution Day talk, 

òFrederick Douglass: The Original Audacity of Hope,ó and repeated it a few days later to the home crowd (OK, it 

was a pretty small crowd) at UWEC. Alongside that there was also a little writing. His review of                                                   

Carole Patemanõs and Charles W. Millsõs book Contract and Domination appeared in the December issue of the                               

        Journal Perspectives on Politics. On the home front, he continues to find a frazzled, exhausted kind of joy in his 

        inexhaustible daughter Eydie, now five, and in his equally frazzled and exhausted wife, Paige, who is now happily 

        teaching Italian again to an off-campus group. 

canõt believe he has just finished his fifth year in the department.  He continues teaching in the criminal jus-

tice program and studying how adolescents use and misuse technology.  His recently co-authored book, Bullying 

Beyond the Schoolyard: Preventing and Responding to Cyberbullying, is available in fine bookstores around the 

country.  His German shorthaired pointer òVadaó (now 4 years old), had another good hunting season traipsing 

through the woods and fields of Wisconsin and Minnesota in search of flying food.  She would like to remind read-

ers that upland game represents a high-protein and locally available renewable resource. 

 

 

was busier than usual this year with student collaborative research. Dr. Peterson presented three papers in 

four months, including one titled òOprah Effectó with Kendal Gregg and Matt Wisnesfke at the Southern Political 

Science Association meeting in New Orleans, a paper on the post-9/11 television portrayals of the US intelligence 

community with Kim Tanguay at the Midwest Political Science Association meeting in Chicago, and a paper on the 

politics of James Bond with Elise Sitzman at the Chicago meeting. Dr. Peterson was also selected to be part of the 

first wave of ICPSRõs Teaching with Data project for the Fall of 2009. Finally, Dr. Peterson gave up commuting and 

moved to Eau Claire this year, which reduced his carbon footprint significantly and made his dogs much happier.  

 

 

 

continues to work on two books, one a study of understandings of and debates about the theory of federalism 

in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, and the other on examinations of common law theories of 

interpretation before the nineteenth century. Professor Tubbs spent many hours again this year advising UWEC 

students as they prepared for the Law School Admission Test and considered which law schools to apply to and 

attend. Jim and his wife, Virginia, still take delight in the scenic beauty surrounding their country home.  
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Marlin Hardinger is working with the United Kingdom provincial reconstruction team in Afghanistan, helping 

civilians create a local government structure that will assist with restoring order to the region, and is the U.S. 

Department of State's representative on the provincial reconstruction team in Lashkar Gah, the capital city of 

Helmand province in southern Afghanistan. "We're helping people work within the constitution of their new 

government, a government structure that is similar to what would be state government in the United States," 

said Hardinger, who has been in Afghanistan since May, 2007. "We work closely with the province's police 

chief and meet with the governor and other local officials. They've not had a functioning government here 

for more than 30 years, so there is a lot of work to be done."  

Hardinger said his daily work varies greatly, but the focus is always on coordinating with and supporting the local government. 

"I try to make sure everyone is working together, so I do a lot of advising and supporting of their systems. The local government 

structures need help to coordinate their efforts with Kabul to implement development strategies. There has been a big push to 

improve the Afghan National Police and other security forces. We've invested a lot in trainers and materials to work with secu-

rity leaders to help them improve their protection of civilians. Much of this territory was lost to insurgency but with secur ity 

forces in place, we've been able to re-establish several government centers." 

The functioning government centers are starting to provide civilians with better access to basic needs like education, health care, 

electrical power and roads, said Hardinger. A highlight of his time in Afghanistan was the recent opening of five schools in the 

province. "All the major government players were there along with parents and their children," Hardinger said. "It's rewarding to 

see how improved security and training leads to better opportunities and expanded programs. That's what we're all working 

toward."  

With only a handful of Americans in the region, Hardinger spends much of his time working with local Afghanistan officials and 

civilians. "The people here are incredibly resilient," Hardinger said. "Many government institutions collapsed here because of in-

ternal strife and the Soviet invasion. It's incredible to see so many people now coming forward to join in building their cou ntry. 

People know that I and other internationals are here as part of a long-term redevelopment process. It's been a great experience 

to be a part of this effort."  

With a major in political science and a minor in history, Hardinger said he studied world politics and history, which helped him 

with the Foreign Service entrance exams. And while a student, he was an intern with the Eau Claire Area Chamber of Com-

merce, serving as a liaison with state legislators. After graduating, he was an aide to a state legislator for two years. 

"The internship and working as a legislative aide also helped prepare me to do this kind of work," Hardinger said. "Working with 

local and state governments was valuable experience. I'm familiar with city and state issues, so I can help officials here deal with 

the challenges they face. Many of the issues are the same, like agriculture, health care, infrastructure and education." 

Excerpted from UW-Eau Claire News Bureau article, September 17, 2008 

Brian Goldbeck was selected by the U.S. State Department as the runner-up for the 2008 Cordell Hull Award for Economic 

Achievement by senior officers. He was cited for his work as the deputy chief of mission at the U.S. Embassy Ulaanbaatar from 

2005-08 and for his total engagement in advancing U.S.-Mongolian bilateral economic relations. Brian also was lauded for his 

efforts that resulted in the signing of a $285 million Millennium Challenge Account Compact and the public information cam-

paign he directed to encourage Mongolian exporters and U.S. importers to implement the Generalized System of Preferences, 

which afforded tariff -free entry for Mongolian goods. After language refresher training in Taiwan, Goldbeck became the consul 

general in Guangzhou, China, in August, 2009. 



 

It's hard to imagine a less likely issue for a Wisconsin politician to devote himself to than malaria. But that is where Mark Green 

finds himself after eight years as a Republican congressman from Green Bay, a losing race for governor in 2006 and 17 months as 

U.S. Ambassador to Tanzania. "This is what I want to do," said Green, whose ambassadorship ended with the departure of the 

president who appointed him. Green now heads up an office in Washington for a nonprofit group, Malaria No More, whose 

stated goal is ending malaria deaths worldwide. In taking that job, Green passed up for now the most conventional moves for 

someone with his résumé: running for office again, resuming his law career in Wisconsin until the next campaign, or going to 

work for a Washington law or lobbying firm. "It's not my world right now," Green, 48, said of elective office. "If there were  the 

right opportunity, would I get back into public life? Sure. (But) I'm not seeking it out. I'm not exploring anything or talki ng to 

anybody about it."  

Instead, his new job flows from the other major interest in his career besides politics, which is Africa, from where he just re-

turned, where he once taught, and where his father was born and raised. "He's always had Africa in his heart," said Green's friend 

and former House colleague, Janesville Republican Paul Ryan. "I just think he got the bug, no pun intended." 

Green is a member of a small and unlikely fraternity of Wisconsinites with prominent Africa portfolios. Democrat Russ Feingold 

is the chairman of the U.S. Senate's Africa subcommittee. Former Gov. Tommy Thompson chaired a global campaign against 

AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria when he was Health and Human Services Secretary and now helps lead one against "neglected 

tropical diseases." Mark Dybul, a physician from Wisconsin, just left office as President George W. Bush's Global AIDS Coordina-

tor. Green worked with all three as ambassador to Tanzania, a poor but notably stable nation of roughly 40 million that fea-

tures some of Africa's most famous destinations (Kilimanjaro, the Serengeti, Ngorongoro Crater, Zanzibar). 

Green and his wife, Sue, taught in Kenya before he went into politics. His father is from South Africa. Green also served on the 

Africa subcommittee in the House before his ambassadorship. "The great thing about the work I got to do is that it was truly 

purpose driven. I felt good about it every day," Green said. 

 

Excerpted from the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, February 2, 2009 
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Warren Kraft has been named Director of Human Resources/Assistant City Attorney for West Bend, WI. He re-

mains affiliated, in an of-counsel capacity, with the Murphy-Desmond law firm of Madison, where he continues 

to practice municipal law on behalf of government clients. Kraft, the former Oshkosh City Attorney, is a 1982 

graduate of Marquette University Law School.  

 

A commissioned lay pastor for the Winnebago Presbytery and an active scout leader in the Bay-Lakes Council, he 

served as chaplain and on staff for ArrowCorps5 in summer 2008 at the Bridger-Teton National Forest near 

Jackson, WY. During that week approximately 1,100 scouts and volunteers created more than 15 miles of new hiking and biking 

trails for the U.S. Forest Service. For his efforts, in early January, 2009 Kraft was named Awase Lodge Adviser of the Year for the 

National Order of the Arrow, an honor society of scouts and leaders recognized for their commitment to community service and 

to the Boy Scout camping programs.  

 

Kraftõs wife, Elizabeth (Detmer) Kraft, '74, is a fourth-grade special education teacher at Clay Lamberton Elementary School in 

Berlin. They have two children, Jessica, 23, and Nathan, 19, and live in Oshkosh. 
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is teaching English at a public elementary school in Gwangju, South Korea.  He got his position through EPIK 

(English Program in Korea), an English teaching program sponsored by the Korean Ministry of Education.  Last fall, Jacob 

worked for the Democratic Party in western Iowa.   

 

is an attorney with Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren in the firm's Litigation Practice.  He represents manufactur-

ers and business owners primarily on the defense side.  Jacob graduated cum laude from the University of Wisconsin Law School. 

 

a doctoral student in political science at the University of Kansas, has won the Roy D. and Betty Laird Es-

say Award for her composition on sex tourism, òImplications of East European Sex Tourism in a Neocolonial Context.ó  Laura 

earned her masterõs degree at the University of Washington in Seattle and received a Fulbright fellowship to study in Lat-

via.  Fluent in Latvian, Dean is taking Russian courses to add knowledge of another language to her research tool kit.  Her re-

search interests include institutional analysis, womenõs studies, and post-Soviet politics.     

 

received  a Fulbright U.S. Student Grant to study the impact of male migration on the daily lives of women 

and families in sending communities of  Veracruz, Mexico. Sarah plans to continue studying the role that gender plays in the field 

of international development.  

 

the Director of Cal Dining at the University of California -Berkeley, has been awarded the 2008 IFMA Silver 

Plate Award in the College/University category. This award recognizes a commitment to quality, service and sustainability. 

 

 is teaching World History, Anthropology, and Humanities at Appleton East High School.  Amy 

received a $20,000 grant to study the impact of new food policies on the eating habits of students in the Appleton School Dis-

trict. This is a collaborative project with Lawrence University, UW-Fox Valley and the Appleton Area School District. Amy has 

two daughters, Gwen (3) and Audrey (18 months). 

 

is the Campaign Director in the Los Angeles office of Grassroots Campaigns, Inc., a progressive political 

consulting firm that specializes in running face-to-face citizen mobilization campaigns for political parties, candidates, and advo-

cacy groups.   

 

was appointed Director of Dane Countyõs Department of Administration in April, 2009.  Since 2002, My-

ren had served as the Departmentõs Deputy Director. Travis earned his Masterõs Degree in Public Affairs and Administration from 

the LaFollette Institute of Public Affairs at UW-Madison in 1999. 

 

is a reporter for The Dunn County News, covering local government, law enforcement, the court system,  

and the community at large. Aaron has also written a television pilot that was reviewed by the BBC.   

 

is Assistant State Public Defender, Appellate Division in Milwaukee, WI. Randall was Student Senate 

president in 1983-1984. 

 

is working for Cooperative Educational Service Agency (CESA) #1, teaching civics and other 

subjects to juniors and seniors at risk of not graduating from high school.  She alternates between South Milwaukee and West 

Allis schools.     

 

was elected to represent the 5
th
 District on the Eau Claire City Council in April, 2009.  He previously 

worked for Wisconsin State Senator Kathleen Vinehout, D-Alma, and currently is a community organizer for Citizen Action of 

Wisconsin, a coalition of individuals and organizations working on social, economic and environmental issues. 

 

was elected to represent the 7
th
 Ward on the Chippewa Falls, WI City Council in April, 2009.  She 

serves as Council President and Chair of the Committee on Revenues, Disbursements, and Water & Wastewater. Susan received a 

Masterõs Degree in Business Administration from Lakeland College and is a product manager at Presto Absorbent Products. 
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University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire senior Jared Koerten, Plover, WI was recently awarded the 20th annual Karl 

Andresen Scholarship for the 2008 -09 academic year. The $2,500 scholarship is awarded each year to a graduat-

ing senior who demonstrates great potential for success in graduate or law school. 

Jared graduated in May, 2009 with a gpa of 3.98 in his double major of history and economics and a minor in 

global studies. He plans to attend graduate school at the University of Chicago. 

"His obvious intellectual ability, maturity and determination to succeed have been rewarded with a number of opportunities to  

study with university faculty," said Stephen Hill, his advisor and an associate professor of political science. "These have included 

two faculty -student research collaborations that have enabled him to develop his research skills and even present at regional con-

ferences. He has also served on a number of occasions as course tutor or teaching assistant, further testimony to the high regard 

UW-Eau Claire faculty have for his maturity and intellectual prowess." 

Jared is a member of a number of honor societies and also has earned a variety of other academic awards and honors, including 

a National Merit Scholarship, a UW-Eau Claire Outstanding Senior Award, a Herb Kohl Educational Excellence Scholarship, a 

Wisconsin Academic Excellence Scholarship and a US Bancorp Educational Awards Scholarship. Jared was also awarded second 

place in the ICPSR (Inter-University Consortium for Political and Social Research) undergraduate paper competition. The purpose 

of the national competition is to highlight the best undergraduate student research papers using quantitative data. 

Dr. Karl Andresen taught in the political science department from 1956-1988 and was known for his warmth and geniality. The 

Karl Andresen Scholarship was established by his former students to recognize a graduating senior who has demonstrated aca-

demic excellence and the promise of future academic achievements. 

 

 

 

 

Nicholas Davis & Chase Sova 

Bethany Aronholt     Phillip Plager 

   Andrew Boden    April Sedlacek 

   Nikole Bryson    Adam Sorelle 

   Meghan Charlier    Brian Stauber 

   Bryant Dorsey    JeõNel Terpstra  

   James Marsh     Brittney Tran 

   Isaac Orr     Fletcher Walkush 

http://www.uwec.edu/oakdev/fou800/criteria/5027.htm
http://www.uwec.edu/oakdev/fou800/criteria/5027.htm


 

We would like to hear from you! You can stay in touch the old -fashioned way by completing and returning this form to 

us, or you can email the Chair of the Department, Rodd Freitag, at freitard@uwec.edu. Finally, remember to add your 

name to the òAsk an Alumó database through Career Services (see page 3 for a description of how to do this.) 

 

The Department of Political Science would like to have information concerning your current activities. Please take a mo-

ment to complete this form and return to:  

     

 

Name_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Degree_________________________________________________________ Class Year__________________________________ 

Spouseõs Name_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Is this a change of address?      Yes______     No______                                        

Present Employer___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Present Title_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Recent Activities ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

May we print information about you in our newsletter?     Yes ______       No______ 

If you have any suggestions for topics, contributors, or any other information you would like to see in future Alumni 

Newsletters, please let us know! 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Donations to the Karl Andresen Scholarship Fund will be used to reward graduating seniors for academic achievement and 

promise in graduate studies and law school. Donations to the Political Science Advancement Fund will help meet the spe-

cial needs of UWECõs Department of Political Science, needs that have no other source of funding other than your gener-

osity. Donations to the Leonard Gambrell World Politics Fund will recognize political science majors for outstanding re-

search and writing on international relations topics. 

Checks should be made payable to the UWEC Foundation and sent to: 

 

Please include this form with your donation. If your employer is a matching gift company, please contact the personnel 

department for the appropriate form. (Donations are tax -deductible to the extent allowed by law.)  

______ Please accept a donation of $___________ to the Karl Andresen Scholarship Fund. 

______ Please accept a donation of $___________ to the Political Science Advancement Fund. 

______ Please accept a donation of $___________ to the Leonard Gambrell World Politics Fund. 

Please list my gift as an ______ individual gift or _____ joint gift with ______________________________________________ 

Name________________________________________________________________________ Class Year____________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address______________________________________________________________________________________________  

Is this a change of address?____________ 

Employer__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip______________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                           

Daytime Telephone (______) ______________________________________ 
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