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PUBLIC OPINION AND CORRECTIVE JUSTICE: THE POLITICS OF LAW & ORDER  

by GEOFF PETERSON AND SALLY TRNKA 

The consensus in the popular culture literature is that Law & Order is an outgrowth of two converging elements in the 
decade of the 1980s (Rappling 2003). By combining many of the most successful elements of lawyer shows such as L.A. Law with 

the new breed of police dramas most exemplified by Hill Street Blues, Dick Wolf developed a hybrid that would prove one of the 
most successful television dramas in history (Rappling 2003). Creative storytelling, brilliant acting, and a focus on the real-world 

„ripped from the headlines‟ episodes have turned Law & Order into a franchise unlike any other in television history. 

One of the most intriguing aspects of Law & Order is its willingness to tackle high profile real-world cases—the infamous 
„ripped from the headlines‟ episodes that populate the Law & Order universe. We believe that the creative team of Law & Order 
makes alterations to these „ripped from the headlines‟ cases as a form of closure or catharsis for the audience. We further believe 

this decision is made, at least in part, to conform not only to public opinion about the case but also to conform specifically to the 
opinions of its target demographic groups. Since television programming is, at its core, a profit-driven enterprise, all television 
producers must face the reality of pleasing advertising and corporate interests while trying to tell a story. Part of the appeal of 
Law & Order is that it gives the audience an “inside” look at high profile cases. At the same time, it also allows the audience to 
project their feelings about the real-world cases onto the fictional versions presented to them. The combination of a demand for 

high ratings and the ability to re-write history to make an episode more appealing to the target audience is a powerful mixture. We 
believe it is this mixture that drives the creative elements of Law & Order to account for public opinion in the cases they choose to 

re-work.  

We believe the creative team for Law & Order has three general approaches from which they can address and, if needed, 
alter the „ripped from the headlines‟ episodes. The first approach is that they can choose to verify the real-world outcome and 
indicate their acceptance or endorsement of the actual decision. Examples of this approach can be seen in the Law & Order ver-

sions of the Tawana Brawley case and the Bernard Goetz subway shooting case (Swackhamer 1990). While there are some superfi-
cial differences between the real cases and the fictionalized versions, the underlying issues are the same and the outcomes are 
substantively identical. Public opinion data from the time of the Goetz case shows clear support for the real-world outcome, and 

support is even higher among the target demographic groups of Law & Order. 

The second approach is to alter the conclusions of the case, such as changing the reason for the crime or the eventual 

perpetrator. In the „ripped from the headlines‟ episode that mimicked the Tonya Harding-Nancy Kerrigan skating fiasco, the show 
altered the perpetrator so that Nancy Kerrigan is responsible for her own injuries to escape her controlling father (Sherin 1994). 
Another example can be seen in the version of the Gary Condit-Chandra Levy case in which the character playing Condit‟s wife was 
found guilty of murdering the missing intern (Platt 2002). In the Condit case, surveys clearly showed the public believed Condit was 
lying, and the level of suspicion was significantly higher among members of the target demographics compared to those outside of 
the target groups. Once again, the direction of the „ripped from the headlines‟ episode mimicked the opinions of audience mem-

bers that would be considered the most desirable by advertisers.  

The third approach is to alter the outcome of the case. In this approach, the creative team either finds someone guilty 
that was actually found innocent, finds someone innocent that was actually found guilty, brings someone to trial that never faced 
a trial, or implements some other substantive change involving the outcome of the case. The two most famous examples of this are 
the Law & Order recreations of the O.J. Simpson and Michael Jackson cases (Makris 2003; Sherin 1997; Sherin 1997; Sherin and 

Makris 1997). In both cases, individuals that had been found not guilty in the real world are clearly shown to be guilty in the world 
of Law & Order. Once again, these alterations match up most accurately with the opinions of the target demographic groups and 

fail to match up with the non-target groups.  

Our initial analysis confirms our expectations and finds several instances where the changes to the episodes are congruent 
with the measured public opinion of target demographic groups. While there are clearly dozens of episodes left for us to examine, 
our initial typology has held up well and we believe that further examination of Law & Order will only further confirm our initial 

hypotheses. 
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FROM THE CHAIR. . . 
by RODD FREITAG 

 

 This has been a tough year for institutions of higher education.  Two sharp critiques of the effectiveness of college 
teaching from respected educators have rocked the academy.  The school year kicked off last fall with the publication of 
Declining by Degrees: Higher Education at Risk, edited by Richard H. Hersh, former president of Hobart and William Smith 
Colleges, and journalist John Merrow (and the airing of a companion PBS documentary of the same name).  The spring 
semester saw the release of Our Underachieving Colleges: A Candid Look at How Much Students Learn and Why They Should 

be Learning More, a book by Derek Bok, the former and soon-to-be interim president of Harvard.   

 Though I have not yet read the Bok book (the Dean recently provided copies to all 
the chairs for our summer reading!), the heart of the Declining by Degrees argument is that 
too many in higher education have fallen prey to an unspoken “nonaggression treaty” 
between faculty and students—professors don‟t ask much of students and students don‟t 
expect much from their professors, provided they get good grades.  In other words, faculty 
can pursue their research, while students are free to pursue a good time.  My understanding 
is that Bok makes a similar charge: universities and their faculty are judged by the quality of 
their research reputations, but it is the quality of their teaching that matters most to their 
undergraduates—and their students are not learning as much as they could under the 
current system.  The National Assessment of Adult Literacy report done by the federal 
Department of Education, released in late 2005, seems to confirm some of these 
conclusions.  On a test that measures how well adults comprehend basic instructions and 

tasks through reading, only 31 percent of college graduates were classified as proficient, 

compared with 40 percent in 1992.   

 Of course, hard-hitting indictments of higher education are not new.  But these books are not the standard 
ideological harangues that pop up from time to time.  Rather, these authors are experienced and esteemed educators who 
understand institutions of higher education and cut to the very core of our mission with their criticisms.  So, no matter how 
tempting it is to dismiss such harsh assessments as somehow unfounded or inapplicable to us, we simply cannot ignore them.  
It is certainly the case that our elected officials are paying close attention to the return higher education provides for public 
dollars.  At the national level, the Bush Administration recently created the Commission on the Future of Higher Education 
to examine, among other things, ways to measure student learning in college, including standardized testing.  Our state 

legislators are no doubt keeping a close watch as well.     

 How should institutions of higher education respond?  There are multiple paths to address the problem of student 
learning.  UW—Eau Claire started by viewing the Declining by Degrees video during the Winterim semester in January and 
opening a discussion of the issues raised.  Clearly, many of the charges are most applicable to the larger, research-driven 
institutions across the country.  But still, we saw enough of us in the video to cause concern.  Thus far, the campus is 
concentrating first on rethinking the learning goals for our students.  From there, we can develop more effective ways to 
measure how well our students are meeting these goals.  One intriguing possibility comes from the Collegiate Learning 
Assessment Project (co-directed by Richard Hersh, co-editor of Declining by Degrees).  They have developed two different 
types of essay tests designed to evaluate how well students articulate complex ideas, examine claims and evidence, support 
ideas with relevant reasons and examples, sustain coherent discussion, and use standard written English.  An increasing 

number of colleges and universities are turning to this assessment tool to measure their students‟ learning.  

        Another path to enhancing student learning draws on a national effort to recapture liberal education values in higher 
education.  The Association of American Colleges and Universities announced last year a decade-long campaign, Liberal 
Education and America‟s Promise, to promote the idea that the intellectual skills associated with an education in the arts, 
sciences, and humanities are, in fact, the very skills that are needed to be a productive citizen in the 21st century global 
economy.  The UW System is working on this national effort with its own local initiative, The Currency of the Liberal Arts 
and Sciences: Rethinking Liberal Education in Wisconsin.  Don Christian, the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, has 
led the way on our campus by organizing a campus-community dialogue on liberal education and presenting “career-day” 

sessions to First-Year Experience students on the relevance of liberal education outcomes to their future livelihood.    
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CONSTITUTION DAY 

 UW-Eau Claire celebrated Constitution Day, the anniversary of the signing of the U.S. Constitution at the Phila-
delphia Convention, with a presentation of a roundtable discussion, “Constitutional Law for a Changing Supreme Court” on 

Tuesday, September 20, 2005. The actual anniversary of the signing, September 17, fell on a Saturday last year. 

 The roundtable featured short presentations by faculty members Dr. Oscar Chamberlain, a senior lecturer in the 
history department; professor of political science Dr. Michael Fine; and associate professor of political science Dr. James 
Tubbs. The panelists discussed how a Chief Justice Roberts and a President Bush-nominated associate justice will likely 
impact constitutional law in cases involving the First Amendment, privacy, criminal rights and federalism. They also pro-
vided historical perspective on the sometimes contentious nomination process. The discussion included time for discussion 

among the panelists and audience questions. 

 Senator Robert Byrd of West Virginia was instrumental in getting Congress to 
pass a law designating September 17 as Constitution Day and requiring schools and fed-
eral agencies to hold educational programs to educate Americans about the Constitution 
on Constitution Day. To read more about Constitution Day or read the U.S. Constitution, 

visit the web at www.constitutionday.us.  
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. . .FROM THE CHAIR 
 

 

 Ultimately, however, the only truly successful path to improving student learning will be through the academic 
departments and the faculty classrooms.  All of these other efforts—whether it be better defining our learning goals, 
measuring student learning more accurately, or championing the liberal arts and sciences—will fail in the end if the stu-
dents are not fully engaged in demanding coursework.  Simply put, we must raise expectations for students in our 
classes—more reading, writing, research, analysis, and problem-solving.  The Political Science Department prides itself on 
having high standards for its students.  As some of you would no doubt attest, our courses typically require heavier read-
ing and writing than courses in most other departments.  The average GPA for the department is much lower than that of 
the College of Arts and Sciences and university as a whole.  But that does not mean we are doing enough.  The pressure to 
cut assignments is increasingly strong.  Students today have great demands on their time (work and entertainment lead 
the way) and coursework too often falls by the wayside.  But, for the sake of those of you who have earned your degrees 
already (as well as for the prosperous and secure future of our state and nation), it is imperative that we find creative 

ways to get our students to do the hard work necessary for a college education. 



FACULTY NEWS. . . 

ALI ABOOTALEBI published two articles (one forthcoming) in different journals. They are: “Iraq: What Went 
Wrong,” David W. Lesch, ed., The Middle East and the United States: A Historical and Political Reassessment, 4th 
ed., forthcoming, 2006; “Iran‟s June 2005 Presidential Election and the Questions of Democracy,” Iran Analysis 
Quarterly, Vol. 4, no. 4, November-December, 2005. He has been awarded a University Research and Creative 
Activity grant for 2006-07 and will be spending much of Summer 2006 in Tehran, Iran doing research on “Persian 
Gulf Security Dilemma.” Ali continued representing the university as a member of the Executive Council of the 
Wisconsin Institute for Peace and Conflict Studies.  He delivered lectures in Fond du Lac, Amery, and Eau Claire, 

as well as to UWEC student forums, on the current political climate in Iran, Iraq, and the Middle East in general.   

 

RANDY BEGER spent the fall semester in England teaching at Harlaxton College. In his spare time, he traveled to 
Bath, London, York, and Lincoln to interview law enforcement officials about community-based policing initia-
tives in England. His “pleasure” travels included a visit to Athens, Greece, hiking the Cinque Terre in Italy, and 
getting lost in Venice traveling its narrow streets and alleyways. In April, he participated in a panel discussion 
sponsored by Amnesty International and SPECTRUM on sexual abuse in prisons and will be spending the summer 
working on a variety of projects, including ongoing research on civil commitment laws for adult and juvenile sex 

offenders. 

 

MICHAEL FINE continues his work with Dr. Jim Tubbs on their book on federalism and law by taking a new turn 
into state constitutions.  He has a sabbatical in the fall and hopes to complete his portion of the first volume of 
this work.  Returning to the person he was decades ago, he returned to his doctoral thesis topic and prepared a 
paper on ideology and federalism for the April meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association in Chicago.  
This will provide an opportunity to see the hated White Sox lose to the Twins while there.  When this doesn‟t 

happen, he expects to hear from you all about the really important things in life.   

 

RODD FREITAG completed his fourth year as chair of the department.  His committee work this year immersed 
him in the art of strategic planning as he helped revise the University Five-Year Strategic Plan on the University 
Planning Committee, draft the College of Arts and Sciences Strategic Plan on a subcommittee of the Chairs Coun-
cil, and prepare a strategic plan for the Network for Excellence in Teaching as chair of the NET Advisory Council.  
Rodd, wife Stephanie, and boys Joseph (8) and Thomas (5) took their first family cross-country trip last August to 
visit family in Pennsylvania.  He also enjoyed watching his (Ph.D. alma mater) University of Texas Longhorns win 
the college football National Championship in January.    
 

MARGARET GILKISON recently was awarded a Faculty/Student Research Collaboration Grant for the 2005-2006 

academic year. She worked with Hannah Lott, a political science major, who spent Fall, 2005 in Sweden. The 

research explores the political socialization and participation of Swedish women compared to American women. 

Their research paper was accepted for presentation at both the 2006 Wisconsin Women‟s Studies Conference in 

Black River Falls and at the Midwest Political Science Association convention in Chicago this April. 

 

OBIKA GRAY‟s “Civic Politics in Jamaica” was accepted for publication in a forthcoming edited collection in 
honor of Stuart Hall, the political theorist. Gray also served as political reviewer for the United Nation‟s 2005 
Jamaica Human Development Report. He is also a consultant for the “Taking Responsibility” project at the Uni-
versity of the West Indies that is currently developing ideas for Jamaica development policy. Gray is currently at 

work on a book on communists in Jamaica during the 1970s.  
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. . .FACULTY NEWS 

Steve Hill is trying not to get too excited about the prospect of being an Associate Professor next year! He 

has edited a special issue of Contemporary Security Policy entitled “The Future of Small Arms Control”, 

which was published in April. He has an article forthcoming in Civil Wars on the application of international rela-

tions theory to disarmament and he is continuing to work on issues related to disarmament with the Consortium 

for Small Arms Research at the University of Oklahoma. He is currently trying to apply the latest developments 

in conflict theory and mediation to the process of introducing his new cat to the rabbit he and his wife bought 

last year!  

Steven Majstorovic‟s past year has seen the publication of an updated article about the end of Yugoslavia and 

numerous book reviews on cultural conflict in the Balkans and elsewhere. His family was also the host family for 

a student from Serbia-Montenegro. He spent the spring of 2006 on sabbatical and is working on a book that will 

present a possible European Union solution for the impasse in Kosovo. But most importantly, his daughter Sofia 

was on an undefeated 7th grade travel softball team last summer and his son, Shane, is entering his last year as a 

molecular biology major at UW-Madison. 
 

  PETE MYERS had another good year, personally as well as professionally. Professional highlights include the pub-
lication of his chapter, “Frederick Douglass‟s Natural-Rights Constitutionalism,” in The Progressive Revolution in 
Politics and Political Science, edited by John Marini and Ken Masugi, and of his review essay, “On Michael Zuck-
ert‟s Launching Liberalism,” in the Summer, 2005 issue of Interpretation: A Journal of Political Philosophy. His 
book manuscript, Frederick Douglass and the Rebirth of American Liberalism, is nearing completion. Last sum-
mer he enjoyed presenting another lecture series on race and the U.S. Constitution at Boise State University, 
courtesy of an invitation by his former student, now Professor Scott Yenor. But as with last year, the highest of 
the highlights appear on the personal side, as he has acquired a fondness for watching bits and pieces of Sesame 
Street with his daughter Eydie, now approaching two, who summarizes the contents of her father‟s lectures this 

  way: “No No, students!” 
 

  JUSTIN PATCHIN has thoroughly enjoyed his second year as an assistant professor teaching criminal justice 
courses in the department. In addition to his teaching, he presented six research papers at conferences in Balti-
more, Toronto, and Chicago, and presented and helped organize a conference in Cable, WI, that drew approxi-
mately 120 county administrators and criminal justice stakeholders from across the state. He continues to work 
with local juvenile justice practitioners in Eau Claire County to identify ways to improve the juvenile justice sys-
tem and with jail administrators in Bayfield County to identify “what works” as alternatives to incarceration.  His 
research related to cyberbullying has been featured in media outlets across the country and he has appeared on 
several radio and television programs discussing the nature and extent of online harassment among adolescents. 
Visit www.cyberbullying.us for details on this research. He co-authored three articles that were published in peer 

  reviewed journals this past year, and has several other manuscripts in various stages of being published. His first 
  book, The Family Context of Childhood Delinquency will be out this fall. He will be spending the summer con-
  tinuing to train his German Shorthair puppy “Vada” and reminds readers that a tired dog is an obedient dog. 
 

GEOFF PETERSON. continued his active research agenda focusing on the television show Law & Order as well as 
continued work on the causes of voter roll-off. Geoff has also become deeply involved in the growing field of the 
Scholarship of Teaching and Learning and is beginning the preparations for a substantial study on the impact of 
Student Response System technology in the classroom next year. Geoff also received promotion to associate pro-

fessor and is continuing work on his textbook. 

 

JAMES TUBBS has continued to research and write his part of a book on early American understandings of feder-

alism.  It has been a long process, but the end is in sight. 
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AH, RETIREMENT! 

by THOMAS BARTH 
 

 Ah, retirement and aging! Friday  morning concerts by the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra at the Ordway, Saturday mati-
nees at the Guthrie Theater. Trips to Italy, Belgium, France, Luxembourg, Turkey. A year hobbling on an arthritic knee fol-
lowed by total knee replacement and a month of therapy. All part of the age bracket. Now, I‟m looking for a reasonably 

priced cruise through the Panama Canal and around South America. 

 The successful operation also restored my twin passions for reading and gardening. The latest 
books: David McCullough‟s 1776, John Grogan‟s Marley and Me (about a man and his incorrigible dog), and 
Doris Kearns Goodwin‟s Team of Rivals (about Lincoln and his Cabinet). They‟re all good reads. As for gar-
dening--for the first time in years I have started seeds indoors. But I have learned to enjoy the role of 

supervising gentleman farmer while students do the actual digging. . . . 

 Of course much time is spent paying attention to the ebb and flow of politics. Antonin 
Scalia heaps scorn on those who argue for a “living Constitution,” yet he appears more committed 
than most to supporting fundamental changes in American political life. It seems to me he is willing 
to ignore the “plain words” of the Constitution which give to Congress the central role in policy mak-
ing. Instead, here is an area (one of many) where he favors the “living Constitution” approach to sup-

port executive supremacy. 

 I view with dismay the expansive view of executive power taken by the current administration. But then one can 
hardly imagine the dismay in James Madison‟s eyes if he saw the Congress supinely accepting its reduced role--content to in-
sure their reelection with earmarked appropriations. I am reminded of the historian who described an earlier Congress as 

filled with “men so small their consciences would rattle in a mustard seed.” 

 Similarly, what would John Marshall say about the Supreme Court‟s redefinitions of commerce, federalism and the 
power of government over individuals? Surely this earliest “activist” justice had the advantage of being the first to interpret 

major sections of the Constitution. But that does not make the current re-interpretations any less activist. 

 It is oddly amusing/unsettling to think that while we contemplate democratizing Iraq (and indeed the whole of the 

Middle East) in a couple of years, we are continually engaged in a struggle to define our own democracy. 

 I wonder how our alumni view these developments. I miss the classroom discussions and the interaction with students
--(even the questions that had me wondering whether to take a stab at it or admit I didn‟t know the answer). I think teaching 
is such a rewarding profession because it feels that each year you are getting a new start. The freshness that comes with new 

classes each semester and the dynamic of American politics made political science a most enjoyable discipline. 

 Now it‟s good hear the news about alumni, your jobs, travels, hobbies. I hope you are enjoying full lives and that you 

all have enough time left over to engage in the politics of the day.  

 

Tom Barth taught in the Political Science Department from 1963-1997. A former student relates. . . 
“I was so impressed with Tom Barth that I decided to enroll in „his‟ constitutional law class. On the first day of class I was 
overwhelmed as I looked at and listened to the stories of my classmates--only a few other women in the class and I believe 

most students (if not all) „needed‟ constitutional law for their majors/minors. My mind was buzzing as I left that first class. 
Would I be able to keep up with Tom and the challenging course? My doubts were many. I soon discovered that with Tom as 
my teacher I could learn anything--he always knew exactly where I was and how to guide me through the survey of constitu-
tional law. Tom‟s knowledge of law and his devotion to students and to his discipline continue to enrich my life and the lives 
of many students. I am grateful to him for instilling the desire to learn as much about law as we could and to set high stan-

dards for ourselves. One cannot study constitutional law with Tom without it being a life-changing experience and a renewed 

commitment to the laws of our country--to freedom, equality, democracy.” 
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RECIPIENT OF THE 2005-2006 KARL ANDRESEN SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 

Steven Kerbaugh 

 The Political Science Department awarded senior Steven Kerbaugh, from Onalaska, WI, the Karl Andresen Scholarship 

Award for the 2005-2006 academic year. The award was established by former students of Dr. Andresen, professor emeritus of 

political science, to recognize a graduating senior who has demonstrated academic excellence and the promise of future aca-

demic achievements. Steve received an award of $5,000. He states: “I think I was chosen for this scholarship because of my 

dedication to my studies and the discipline. My enthusiasm for the discipline was the motivation for my success, and I think that 

my professors took due note of that sentiment.” 

 Steve will use the scholarship to help pay for expenses at the University of Minnesota Law School where he plans to spe-

cialize in international trade law. In his opinion, the political science department is one of the best on campus. According to 

Kerbaugh, “Its well-informed, intelligent, friendly and inspiring professors have taught me more than I ever expected to learn 

about national and world politics, but they also taught me so much more.” Thanks to the political science faculty, he has 

learned how to analyze, reason and write in an effective and thought-provoking manner. He said they not only teach, but they 

foster new ways of looking at and approaching the world we live in. “I consider myself lucky to have learned under such a tal-

ented groups of scholars,” he said. 

  

 

RECIPIENTS OF THE 2005-2006 KARL ANDRESEN TERM PAPER AWARD 

David Jacobs 

ñEducation and Political Socialization in Great Britain and Germanyò 

 

John Zanetti 

ñProspects for Democracy in Egyptò 

 

 

 

2005-2006 INDUCTEES INTO PI SIGMA ALPHA HONOR SOCIETY 

Aaron L. Austin 

Breanna L. Christensen 

Brent A. Ford 

Joseph R. Herro 

David J. Jacobs 

Sarah M. Janes 

Alex P. Lindorff 

Courtney L. Meyer 

Geoffrey R. Misfeldt 

Ioana-Maria M. Niculescu 

Andrea M. Stein 

Andrew H. Thompson 

James T. Traczek 

Arianna C. Wilcox 



ALUMNI DOINGS 

AMY ANDEREGG-SCHULER, ô95, received a Masters in Education from UW-La Crosse in 1998. She has just completed her eighth 

year of teaching, having taught at the Shanghai Community International School in China during the 2005-2006 academic year.  

Amy has also traveled to Europe and Russia and will pursue her Ph.D. upon her return from China. 

KENNETH L. ANDERSON, ô69, is an Associate Pastor at Northwest Bible Baptist Church in St. Charles, IL. 

CRYSTAL L. JENSEN, ô01, graduated from Marquette Law School, ranked in the top third of her class. She is an Assistant District 

Attorney for Kenosha County. Crystal is the recipient of the 2000-2001 Karl Andresen Scholarship Award. 

WARREN P. KRAFT, ô74, and his son, Nate, a junior at Oshkosh Lourdes High School, spent ten days helping their church work 

group in Gulfport, MS with Hurricane Katrina relief efforts. Nate helped remove interior contents and structures from a home 

flooded by the Brickyard Bayou. Warren‟s team felled and cleared trees and debris from several yards near the Gulfport-Biloxi air-

port. 

DIANA LAUFENBERG, ô97, currently teaches in Flagstaff, AZ. She has been selected to participate in a National Endowment for the 

Humanities Summer Institute in South Africa during the summer of 2006. She will be studying economics and government to create 

and apply lesson plans for the classroom. 

PAUL MEZNARICH, ô96, is the director of the Cape Perpetua Visitor Center for the Siuslaw National Forest on the central Oregon 

coast and currently resides in Waldport, OR. 

CAROL J. RIPHENBURG, ô67, is a political science professor at the College of DuPage in Glen Ellyn, IL.  She received a Masters de-

gree in Political Science and Arabic from Georgetown University and her Ph.D. from the University of Nebraska. Dr. Riphenburg has 

had recent articles published in the British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, Middle East Policy, Middle East Journal, Asian Sur-

vey, and Central Asian Survey. 

DAVID L. SCHRAM, ô91, was a recent Director of Operations for RCA Electronics and managed accounts in South America, Latin 

America and Mexico.  Reverend Schram received a Doctorate in Theology and is currently a reverend and assistant professor at 

Emmaus College of Theology and resides in Pelican Rapids, MN. 

SARAH M. SCHUCH, ô04, is currently enrolled in Law School at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

KENNETH E. STALLMAN, ô64, is a Senior Vice President of Comerica Bank and manages a large business banking center serving Port 

of Houston industry. After retirement in mid-2006, he plans to do business/bank consulting and teach at the college level.  Ken 

looks forward to spending his summers in Eagle River, WI. 

LORI WHITNEY, ô90, is a Postal Clerk for the Wisconsin Assembly Sergeant at Arms and was the recipient of the Bob Alesch Award 

from the State Employees Combined Campaign for outstanding service and dedication to the campaign and community. 
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 Remember the difficult process you went through as a student, trying to determine what you wanted to do with your life and how to get there?  

Remember the time and energy you put into your job search?  Wouldn‟t it have been nice to have had the opportunity to contact professionals working in a 

variety of careers and locations to help you learn what you really wanted in a job?  The Ask An Alum and Friends program at the University of Wisconsin-Eau 

Claire gives students that opportunity. 

 Ask An Alum and Friends, co-sponsored by Career Services and Alumni Relations at UW-Eau Claire, was developed to connect students with UW-

Eau Claire alumni and friends who are currently working in a variety of occupations.  Students can search the database of alumni to learn about college and 

the career paths alumni have taken.  Students can also receive contact information and meet with the alumni on an individual basis, or job shadow the 

alumni in their workplace, discuss responsibilities and other aspects of their jobs to get a feel for that specific work environment.  Alumni involved in the Ask 

An Alum and Friends program can assist students in exploring career fields, developing realistic views of different work environments, and becoming com-

fortable with networking and informational interviews. 

 Career Services is currently building the database of alumni from all University departments and we would love to have you represent the Political 

Science Department.  If you are interested in participating in the Ask An Alum and Friends program please check out our website at www.uwec.edu/career 

to register. For questions, please contact Eileen Oswald at (715) 836-5359 or via e-mail at oswaldek@uwec.edu. 
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MAKING A LIFE 

by MARGARET MOGENSEN NELSON 

 

 Eau Claire, 1965-1969: did everyone think the political science faculty was the heart of the place? They were, for me--
the most compelling, challenging, and interesting adults on campus. I admired their intellect, their collegiality, and most of all, 
the way they acted on their values, making their lives and their work of one piece, engaging in the then-turbulent political world 

that they taught about. 

 It was a heady time: years of turmoil and protest, from debates about campus policies to marches against the war in 
Vietnam. You could be a full-time student of political involvement--organizing protests, writing letters, making posters, strate-
gizing through the night in the dorms or Water Street bars. As a fledgling reporter, it was a constant parade of meaningful oppor-
tunities to practice my craft: covering rallies and protests, interviewing and profiling people of note. But, alas, the classroom 
inevitably beckoned. For me, the relevant classes were in Schneider Hall--Karl Andresen's con law, Pat George's international 

relations, Sylvia Sipress' Soviet politics, independent study with the Socratic Robert Gibbon.  

 Even today, 40 years later, I still hear Karl Andresen's voice. "Beautifully written," he told me as he handed back a con 
law test. "But you had nothing to say!"  Sitting here at my computer, another deadline looming, I wonder--what exactly am I say-
ing, how am I advancing this story, what can I add to the public discussion? Important, basic, fundamental questions--as Andre-
sen knew.  And just last week, I thought back to a long-ago conversation with Mort Sipress. I was interviewing a young lesbian 
student who was considering coming out to me, to Newsweek, about the risks that gays and lesbians experience on her evangeli-
cal university campus. The story was about a group of young gay activists who, inspired by the Civil Rights heroes of the sixties, 
are traveling to Christian college campuses where gays and lesbians are often at risk. Over a few days, the student, Lauren Top-
liffe, decided to talk for attribution, though she felt she'd risk expulsion for violating the school's policy against "promoting" ho-

mosexuality.  

 Listening as she reasoned through her decision, I thought of myself at 20, a junior at Eau Claire, as I'd struggled to make 
my own way. I'd been engrossed in Gene McCarthy's campaign for the Democratic nomination for president. After he won the 
Wisconsin primary and Lyndon Johnson announced he wouldn't be a candidate for re-election, I was very eager to drop out of 
school and go on to Indiana and then California and then the Chicago convention. My father was even more strongly opposed to 
my leaving school. I was walking through Schofield Hall, struggling with the approaching decision, when I came upon Mort 
Sipress. I'd never had a class with Mr. Sipress, but we'd been at many meetings and demonstrations 
together. He asked how I was doing, and something in his manner encouraged me to share my 
dilemma.  He listened with concern, then, in his quiet, reasoned way, suggested a third option: 
perhaps I could consider finishing the semester and go to California for the June primary. It was 
an excellent, most reasonable idea and one I'd never considered. But he didn't push or shame: 
what I remember most clearly is the respect he showed for my 20-year-old mind and heart. He 
said he understood the pull of that particular campaign trail and he knew I'd make the right  

decision, the decision that was right for me.   

 Talking with Lauren last week, as she faced a decision with far greater consequences than mine, I had a chance to show 
her that same respect. And I thought of Mort Sipress, Karl Andresen, Pat George, Robert Gibbon and Sylvia Sipress, and all whose 
paths I briefly shared at Eau Claire. Since graduating, I've had many opportunities to do what I consider meaningful work, to 
travel the world, to raise two great daughters, and to be involved, deeply and consistently, in trying to make the world a better 
place, as a journalist, citizen, human being. I hope I honor those who taught me.  

 

 

Margaret Mogensen Nelson, a political science major, is a 1969 graduate of UW-Eau Claire. She is a Minneapolis-based reporter 
for Newsweek and People magazines and author of the book “Saving Body & Soul: The Mission of Mary Jo Copeland” (Random 
House, 2004). Margaret and her sister, Marti Mogensen (UW-Eau Claire, 1970), with other family members and friends, have 
established a lecture and scholarship fund at UW-Eau Claire in honor of their father, Martin Mogensen (UW-Eau Claire, 1952) 

and in support of his belief that teaching is the highest calling. 
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We would like to hear from you! You can stay in touch the old-fashioned way by completing and returning this form to us, or 

you can go on-line to the department web page (http://www.uwec.edu/PolSci/alumni.htm) and complete the Alumni Doings 

form. Finally, remember to add your name to the ñAsk an Alumò database through Career Services (see page 8 for a descrip-

Political Science Alumni Information Form 

The Department of Political Science would like to have information concerning your current activities. Please take a mo-

ment to complete this form and return to: 

Department of Political Science 

University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire 

Eau Claire, WI 54702-4004 

 

Name____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Degree________________________________________________  Class Year_________________________________________ 

Spouse‟s Name____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Is this a change of address?      Yes______     No______                                        

Present Employer_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Present Title_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Recent Activities_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

May we print information about you in our newsletter?     Yes ______       No______ 

If you have any suggestions for topics, contributors, or any other information you would like to see in future Alumni News-

letters, please let us know! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.uwec.edu/PolSci/alumni.htm
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Donations to the Karl Andresen Scholarship Fund 

and/or the Political Science Advancement Fund 
and/or the Leonard Gambrell World Politics Fund 

Donations to the Karl Andresen Scholarship Fund will be used to reward graduating seniors for academic achievement 

and promise in graduate studies and law school. Donations to the Political Science Advancement Fund will help meet 

the special needs of UW-Eau Claire‟s Department of Political Science, needs that have no other source of funding other 

than your generosity. Donations to the Leonard Gambrell World Politics Fund will recognize political science majors for 

outstanding research and writing on international relations topics. 

Checks should be made payable to the UW-EC Foundation and sent to: UW-EC Foundation 
        Schofield Hall 214 
        UW-Eau Claire 
        Eau Claire, WI 54702-4004 
 

Please include this form with your donation. If your employer is a matching gift company, please contact the personnel 

department for the appropriate form. (Donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.) 

______ Please accept a donation of $___________ to the Karl Andresen Scholarship Fund. 

______ Please accept a donation of $___________ to the Political Science Advancement Fund. 

______ Please accept a donation of $___________ to the Leonard Gambrell World Politics Fund. 

Please list my gift as an ______ individual gift or _____ joint gift with ___________________________________________ 

Name_____________________________________________________________________ Class Year____________________ 

Address________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Check here if address is new____________ 

Employer_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Daytime Telephone (______) ______________________________________ 

 


