%

1" #
$
&
) $
) +
+
& $
/ 1
2
/ +)
3 2 &
+
, /
0 % "
+
5
0 2 -
3. $
0 ( # )
2 )
"7
($ + 8
9




&

"# $%
O

* 4t

! & /
9 - 93 *
9 @ ) c/ $ <0
(% 6 %& D+
@ 3 $
, ( (% /
/ - / 3
> 8 1/ @ +5
5
> > * $ +
3 D > E '
3 / *
>
3 = (" + 0+ 1% B
) G 6 ( A

Daniel Baumbach—Philosophy/Mathematics
Joel Bowlsby—Philosophy/Religious Studies

Brian Buss—Philosophy/English and Chemistry
Abbey Christison—Religious Studies/Music
Kyle Fatzinger—Mathematics/Philosophy
Jeffrey Frane—Religious Studies/Communications—PR
William Hager—Mathematics/Philosophy

Philip Hansen—Religious Studies/Library Science
Molly Hanson—Psychology/Religious Studies
Daniel Jones—Philosophy and Religious Studies
Signe Jorsenson—English-CWRT and Religious Studies

Marie Kilps—History/Religious Studies
James Klousia—Comme-Elec/Religious Studies
Randall Lusk—Communications-PR/Philosophy
Jeanne Peterson—Religious Studies/Business Administration
Courtney Rump—Philosophy/Spanish

John Timmers—Philosophy/Music
Lawrence Troyer—Religious Studies and Philosophy
Aaron Vehling—Journalism-PRN/Religious Studies
Matthew Wegenke—Psychology/Philosophy

Kelly Weingart—Religious Studies
Ryan Woldt—Religious Studies/Wri-CRTV
Aaron Zook—Religious Studies/Theatre Arts
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Alumni News
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Dear Friends,

Please forgive me for writing to you in thisway. | started to write individual “ Thank You” notes, but fa-
tigue got the best of me. | am so grateful to each and every one of you for the beautiful messages of support
and promises of prayers you sent during the past several weeks. | do want you to know how much they lifted
our spirits and helped us deal with the diagnoses, treatments, and other “ discomforts’ along the way. Hav-
ing such thoughtful and generous friendsis a great blessing and we have been blessed greatly.

Most of you know that our recourse to Mayo Clinic in Rochester proved to be a very good thing. My liver
cancer was diagnosed as “ primary liver cancer” and chemotherapy was no longer recommended. The doc-
tor was extremely honest and helped us understand in the clearest possible terms what to expect in the
weeks ahead. There are so many positive aspects: | know my timeis limited, but there is enough time to
“put my lifein order” , so to speak; | know what to expect as the end approaches; and | know Deirdre,
Sarah, Matthew, and Martha will have lots of support from so many wonder ful people.

There are two things | will devote myself to during the days ahead. First, | will do everything | can to show
gratitude to my Creator for having given me life, filled it with blessings, and supported me in times of trou-
ble. Second, | will do my best to be a good example of how to accept all that lies ahead with a cheerful
positive attitude rooted in a faith that teaches “ life is changed, not taken away!”

Dearest friends, please continue to be loyal supporters of my lovely wife and wonderful children and sweet
grandchild, Anna. Your faithful friendship and love have already made their lives so much better.

Now, having written all this, | may be around for a while longer than predicted and that may make this
message seem overly mel odramatic. Hopefully, the Source of Life will carry me through until golf season
returns, in which case you won’t see much of me anyway! God is Good!

Love,
Richard

PS Of course, there are always“ miracles” and | heard that Mother Teresa needs to cause a couple more if
she's ever to reach sainthood!
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Richard deGrood was also my advisor and department chair at

the time. A remarkable person.

—Gladys Young
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| am so sad to hear that Dr. deGrood has passed away! |
never took one of his classes, but obviously | got to know him
whileworking in the department. | remember him as a
warm, friendly, fun-loving person; he always seemed to have
a fiendish grin on hisface! | am very sad that heis gone. My
thoughts and prayers arewith hisfriends and family.
—Christina Heiser (Mertens)
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