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Paper Summary
Topic: Patchin’s Integrated Theory of Crime
A number of criminology theories have been offered that attempt to help explain the causes and correlates of criminal behavior.  One such theory is Patchin’s integrated theory of crime.  This paper will discuss the historical and contemporary status of Patchin’s theory by first exploring the roots of the perspective, followed by an in depth analysis of recent empirical tests of the theory.  While Patchin’s approach is similar in argument to other control theories, his approach is unique in that it suggests that the fundamental influence of human behavior is whether or not they are lucky.  While some people certainly seem to be luckier than others, Patchin’s approach argues that those who are unlucky are also more likely to engage in criminal behavior.  As controversial as this perspective is in criminology, a number of empirical tests have uncovered support for his hypotheses.  For example, a recent study by Hinduja found that college freshmen who self-reported that they were unlucky “all of the time” or “most of the time” were more likely to also self-report criminal behavior.  Despite the empirical support, the theory falls short on a number of levels, as will be discussed in this paper.  Additionally, implications for criminal justice policy and future research will also be discussed.

