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More from New Student Orientation

August 2009

Connecting with Student Organizations

“Get involved.” It's a phrase you’ve heard
over and over again; from family members,
other students, and during Orientation.
“Getting involved” is good for you— only a lot
more fun than eating your peas and carrots-
and there are many ways to do it.

To look at the wide array of clubs available
and read their descriptions, go to “Student
Organizations” (http://www.uwec.edu/
studentorgs). If you decide you want to join
an organization, or just want more informa-
tion, visit OrgSync at https://orgsync.com.
You need to create an account---specific
instructions are found on page 131 of your
Orientation binder.

Another easy way to get involved is by going
to the Blugold Organizations Bash (known
as BOB). BOB is an event where you can
“shop,” chat and join many organizations.

Phase Il Reminder

Phase Il Orientation is August 31 starting at
10am.
Remember to bring the following things:

» The planner you will be given when you
move into the residence halls (commuters
will be given one at Phase 1)

 Your schedule

« The white binder you received at
Orientation

« A backpack or bag would be helpful (you
get a lot of stuff)

If you have any questions, please contact
the Orientation office.

At BOB, you will have the opportunity to
find out when the first meeting is and how
to join the organization.

Blugold Organization Bash (BOB)
Date: Thursday, September 10
Time: 11am to 2pm

Where: Campus Mall

Of course, there are many other ways to
get involved as well. Participating in intra-
murals and community service projects
are excellent activities. The key is to find
something you enjoy and try new things.

Dates to Remember

August 30: Freshman Move-In
August 31: Phase Il Orientation
September 2: First Day of Classes
Party House

Labor Day— No classes

Last Day to Add a Class/
Last Day to Change Meal Plan

September 4:
September 7:
September 9:

Produced by New Student Orientation, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire. August 2009.
Questions/Comments: Please contact us at orientation@uwec.edu or call us at 715.836.5053
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Orientation Assistant Advice

Make sure you reserve some time
every week to have fun. While
school work is extremely important,
it is possible to do well in college
and have some fun. Hang out with
your friends; go to a sporting event;
see a musical production; find
something you love doing. These
are the best days of your life!

-Matt Winarski

Try to let go of friends from home
and embrace new friendships here.
Don't forget about the friends from
home, but do your own new thing
and let them do theirs. It is amaz-
ing how quickly friendships form
here and how much you'll miss
them when you do return home!
-Allison Seubert

Question of the Month

Q: What 0s
I'1 &6 and

the deal
OCUBETf es

A: Phase Il gives new students the
opportunity to learn more about
what is expected academically in
college and learn what services
are available here at UW-Eau
Claire. Phase Il offers numerous
opportunities to meet new people
and participate in many exciting
activities.

CUBEfest follows Phase Il with
dozens of activities open to all
students. The festivities continue
even after classes start. Going to
both Phase Il and CUBEfest will
help get your semester off to a
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Move-in Tips

« Don’t overload your boxes! You may have
to make many trips up and down stairs and
that can be quite tiring.

 Think carefully about if you really need to
bring something with you. Bringing the es-
sentials is better than bringing too much
stuff. Remember this is not your last trip
from home.

« Try to be nice to your family. This can be
an emotional day for everyone involved.

« Coordinate with your roommate about what
bed, dresser and desk is yours. Do not
start your roommate relationship with a
fight about who gets
what.

« If you are in your room,
keep your door open. It
invites your neighbors
to stop in and introduce
themselves. Walk
down your wing and
stop in and introduce yourself as well.

good start!

Tips for Off-Campus Students

« Participate in the many activities on cam-
pus to meet new people. Anything from
sporting events, music events, intramural
teams, and forum events can be great
ways to meet people and form friendships.
Also be sure to participate in all of the
Phase Il and CUBEfest activities.

e Form study groups in your classes and get
to know those around you.

« Invite friends over to your house. Friends
on campus usually enjoy getting away
from campus once-in-a-while.

« Finding a parking spot on or around cam-
pus can be frustrating. Consider carpool-
ing, biking, or taking the city bus if possi-
ble.

« If you do drive to campus, time your route
to campus. Figure out how long it takes
you to drive to campus and how long it will
take you to walk to class from your parking
spot.

Questions/Comments: Please contact us at orientation@uwec.edu
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Succeeding in College Courses

College courses offer a different learning -Stay caught up. Professors may not
experience than high school. The differ- always grade the coursework that you do,
ences in teaching styles and professor ex-  but it is important to stay current with the
pectations can be overwhelming the first readings and outside assignments.

semester. Here are some tips to help with

the college transition: -l f you don 0 tProfessaswsu- als k .

ally don’t know if students are having
problems comprehending material until
someone speaks up. If you have a ques-
tion, that often times means others in the
class have that same question.

-Go to class. It can be tempting to skip a
class here and there. However, skipping
class can cause you to miss important in-
formation. Professors will often base part
of your grade on your attendance. Also,
once you start skipping class, it can be-
come a habit. If you have to miss a class,
never ask “Did | miss anything important?”
Nothing will upset a professor more than
that phrase— every class is important.

-If you are struggling in a class, get
help- do not wait until it is too late. The
first step is to go talk to the professor
about the problem. If that doesn’t seem
to be doing the trick, go see your adviser
or stop up at the Academic Skills Center

-Know what is expected of you. Profes- for help.

sors make it clear in the course syllabus
what work is required throughout the se-
mester. Be sure to read and understand
these syllabi carefully. If you have any

questions, it is your responsibility to ask.

-Be respectful during class. Professors
usually know about everything that goes
on in the classroom. Cell phone use and
packing up early are signs of disrespect
and should be avoided.

Family Members Checklist

Here are some topics that every family should discuss prior to leaving for college (click here to see the
complete list) :

= Health Insurance: Discuss your health insurance coverage and make sure you have a copy of
the insurance card. Check with your insurance company to see what happens if you fall below full
-time status. If you do not have insurance, consider the insurance offered by the student senate.

= Medications: If you have prescription medications, be sure to have a one-month supply and
know where you can go to get them refilled.

= Paying the Bills: Discuss who is paying for what and how parents are going to obtain copies of
the bill if the parent is helping pay.

See CHECKLIST on page 4 for more tips

Questions/Comments: Please contact us at orientation@uwec.edu
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Common Freshman
Concerns

You may remember filling out the Aca-
demic Planning Questionnaire (the green
sheet) before you came to Orientation.
Well, we have compiled the results and
would like to share the most common con-
cerns of freshmen and what help is avail-
able:

Concern # 1: Having enough money

(58%) What can you do about it:

o« Attend“Wa nt a A serie®odwork-
shops about on-campus jobs, part-time
jobs and careers will be held on Tuesday
September 1 in McPhee, Room 106
every half hour from 9am-2pm. Topics
include: Federal vs. Non-Federal jobs on
campus; the benefits of student work ex-
perience and finding a part-time job you'll
like. All workshops are a half-hour and all
are FREE!

e Check out “CashCourse”; this site has
tips on budgeting, saving, money, etc.

Concern #2: Major uncertainty (44%);

What can you do about it?

« If you are “undeclared,” meet with your
adviser early in the semester.

« Go to Career Services, Schofield 230,
and check out their great resources or
meet with a Career Counselor.

Concerns # 3 and 4: Test taking (41%),

Time management (39%);

What can you do about it?

« Go to the Academic Skills Center, Old
Library 2112 to sign up for a study skills
tutor.

« Check out the study skills tips orfw\the

ASC website. ~
@ @

A

CHECKLIST from page 3

= Financial Aid: Make sure you send back
your signed award letter and you have
completed any promissory notes.

= Work: A social security card, birth certifi-
cate, or passport are needed if you are
planning on getting a job. Employers must
see one of these documents (this applies
for both off-campus and on-campus em-
ployment).

= Car: If you have a car, make sure you
have the latest insurance information with
you and that you know what kind of cov-
erage you have.

= Property Insurance: Check to see if

your parents’ insurance covers your prop-
erty in the residence halls. If not, consider
renter’s insurance to cover property if sto-
len while at school. Also record the serial
numbers of the belonging you are bring-
ing with you.

We wish you the very best as you
start your time here at UW-Eau Claire.
As always, if you have any questions,

ask them. Wedre he
-Orientation Office

Questions/Comments: Please contact us at orientation@uwec.edu
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