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English 404: Literature for Teachers

Spring 2004
Tuesday/Thursday 2-3:15

Hibbard 222
Dr. Carmen Manning

HHH 406



Office Hours: 11-12 T & Th and by Appointment
Phone: 836-5838


Email:
manninck@uwec.edu
Course Description

English 404 is a course about literature and the teaching of literature to middle and high school students. As future English language arts teachers, you have the responsibility of understanding literature, the issues associated with literature teaching, and understanding how to teach literature to others. To meet these multiple goals, we will focus on issues of literature study and literature instruction, as well as the practical matters of teaching literature to middle and high school students. Competency in these arenas is key to successful teaching. 

Goals of the Baccalaureate: This course specifically addresses the following UWEC goals of the baccalaureate: 1) an understanding of a liberal education; 2) an appreciation of the University as a learning community; 3) an ability to inquire, think, analyze; and 4) an ability to write, read, speak, and listen.
Course Requirements
I. Daily Work
1.
Attendance & Participation: You are expected to be in class for each session. Excessive absence may result in a reduction of your grade. I take attendance at the beginning of class. Please be prompt. You also need to come to class prepared to discuss the day’s readings with all of the assignments completed; otherwise, class time will be a waste for you. I expect everyone to participate enthusiastically in the activities and discussions. One factor in determining your potential success as a teacher is your ability to engage and participate in class.
2.
Learning Log: These assignments will include reflective journal assignments, summaries and outlines of discussions and readings, drafts of portions of your unit plan, draft lesson plans, and other things as they arise during the term. All of the Learning Log assignments will be explained in Desire 2 Learn, the web-based learning medium we will use in class. The Learning Log assignments are due at the beginning of the class period. They will not be accepted late. If you must miss class, email me the assignment BEFORE the class period to receive credit. There will be two levels of assignments in the Learning Log: basic reading preparations & practice activities. The practice activities will be weighted more heavily in the Learning Log grade.
II. Major Assignments
1. Theoretical Approach Essay: The purpose of this assignment is to demonstrate understanding of the theoretical approaches to teaching literature discussed in the first unit and to apply one aspect of a theoretical approach to the study of a specific text.Your assignment is to write an expository essay in which you explain the what, how and why of your theoretical approach to a specific text.
2. 4-6 week Conceptual Unit: Either alone or with a partner, you will be assigned a grade level in which you will work. You will receive standards, requirements, projects, texts, etc., that are typically required at that grade level to help guide your planning. You must create a detailed Conceptual Unit of Instruction for 4–6 weeks.  More specific details about the project and evaluation criteria will be discussed in class. Check the schedule for specific due dates; I will not accept late unit plans.
3. Unit Rationale: You must complete a rationale – a well-reasoned argument – for the conceptual approach you plan to take in your unit plan. We will discuss details for the assignment in class.
4. Research Project: For your research project, you will investigate one aspect of teaching literature related to your unit plan. As you begin designing your unit, choose a topic that addresses a problem or need within your unit. Research that issue and then report to the rest of the class what you have discovered. In your 6-8 page report, share the problem or issue that led you to this topic, share the research you have found to help you solve the problem, and then tell your audience how you plan to resolve the problem based on what you have learned. More specifics and evaluation criteria will be discussed in class.
5. Reflective Unit Plan Presentation: During the final week of class, you will make a reflective presentation. The purpose of the presentation is to share your unit plan with the rest of the class and to tell us what you have learned about teaching literature through the project. You will tell us about the problems you encountered and how you solved them, what you are most excited about in your unit, and what aspects still concern you and why. Evaluation criteria for the presentations will be distributed in class.

Evaluation

Daily Work



15%
Theoretical Approach Essay

10%

Conceptual Unit


40%

Unit Rationale



10%


Research Project


20%




Reflective Presentation


5%

Texts

Smagorinsky, P. Teaching English Through Principled Practice.

Smagorinsky, P. Standards in Practice Grades 9-12.

Beers, K. When Kids Can’t Read: What Teachers Can Do.

Course Policies

Desire 2 Learn: We will use Desire 2 Learn, a web-based course management tool, to facilitate our reading, researching and writing. If you need help accessing D2L, please see me. 
Email: Email is an integral part of this class. I will also occasionally use email to communicate with the class. Email is also the best way for you to communicate with me. Please check your UWEC email account daily. I will check my email daily during the work week.

Due Dates: As a fellow procrastinator, I understand the necessity for strict adherence to due dates. I expect you to turn your things in on time. I will hold you accountable for having your work turned in on time. I rarely grant exceptions to deadlines. I will check for draft assignments on the day they are due. 
Academic Honesty: I expect that all of the work you do in this course will be your own. In the case of suspected plagiarism, I will follow the procedures outlined in Chapter 14 of the UW System Administrative Code published in the Student Services and Standards Handbook. 
Special Needs: If you have a documented special need related to learning, please see me and we will make the necessary accommodations.

