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English 402: Composition for Teachers

Fall 2004

M/W 4:30-5:45

HHH 221

Dr. Carmen Manning 






Email:
manninck@uwec.edu
HHH 406 







Office Hours:
T & Th 11 -12

Phone: 836-5838

Texts

Maxwell, R. J. & Meiser, M. J. Teaching English in Middle and Secondary Schools. 3rd Ed. (Rental)
Kirby, Kirby, & Liner. Inside Out. 3rd Ed.

Atwell, N. In the Middle: New Understandings About Writing, Reading, and Learning. 2nd Ed.

Dale, H. Co-Authoring in the Classroom. 
Course Description

English 402 is a course about writing and the teaching of writing. As future English language arts teachers, you have the dual responsibility of both understanding the field of composition as well as understanding how to teach composition to others. To meet these dual goals, we will focus on both theories of composition as well as the practical matters of teaching writing to middle and high school students. Competency in both arenas is key to successful teaching. 

Goals of the Baccalaureate: This course specifically addresses the following UWEC goals of the baccalaureate: 3) an ability to inquire, think, analyze; 4) an ability to write, read, speak, and listen; and 11) an understanding of human behavior and human institutions.

Course Requirements
1.
Attendance & Participation:  You are expected to be in class for each session. Excessive absence may result in a reduction of your grade. I take attendance at the beginning of class. You also need to come to class prepared to discuss the day’s readings with all of the assignments completed; otherwise, class time will be a waste for you. I expect everyone to participate enthusiastically in the activities and discussions.

2.
On-line Reflective Response Journal: Throughout the course, you will be asked to reflect upon and critically respond to our readings, discussions and class activities. In Desire 2 Learn, I have outlined the topics for your reflective journals and given a brief description of what you might write about. These descriptions are to get you started. Please feel free to reshape and go beyond those questions. The purpose of the journal is for you to form a critical response to the concepts and activities in the course. Let me stress that your journal entries are not summaries. To form your reflective responses, focus on what you agree or disagree with and why; what you question and why; connections to your personal experience; what your concerns are and why you are concerned. 


Your journal entries will be graded based on their focus on a critical approach to the discussions and readings, timeliness, and completeness. I expect that each “complete” response would be about a page long. I will not grade for matters of correctness.
3.
Daily Class Work: Throughout the semester, you will be required to complete a variety of assignments to practice the concepts we are studying. These assignments will all fall into the category of Daily Work. These daily assignments are due at the beginning of each class period. They will not be accepted late. If you must miss class, email me the assignment BEFORE the class period to receive credit. 
4. Scaffolding Assignment: The scaffolding assignment is a well-organized, clearly explained 2-3 page expository essay explaining some aspect of writing that you would want your students to learn and what you would do to scaffold that instruction.

5. Research/Planning Project: The major project for the course is a multi-step research and planning project that you will complete with a partner. Graduate students, you will complete the project individually. The project will include four parts: 1) A research report; 2) a handbook or PowerPoint presentation for colleagues; 3) a 4-6 week unit plan; and 4) a presentation to the class. Each aspect is explained below.

Research Report: To help meet the course goal of learning more about theories of composition and to prepare to write your unit plan, you and your partner will select and research some aspect of composition theory or teaching composition. In your 6-8 page report, you must share what you have learned about your topic in a traditional research paper format. Specific requirements and evaluation criteria will be discussed in class. (Graduate students should complete a 10-12 page report.)
Handbook/PowerPoint: Once you have completed your research project, you have in essence become an expert on your topic. Your job with the handbook is to share your expertise with other teachers. In many ways this project is an audience exercise. Once you have gathered extensive information about your topic, your job is to convert that knowledge and information into a usable format for teachers. Details and criteria will follow.
Conceptual Unit Plan: You will also be required to create a 4-6 week conceptual unit plan which details your plans for teaching some aspect of writing to middle or high school students. This unit plan must integrate what you have learned through your research report. Specific details about the unit plan project and evaluation criteria will be discussed in class. Specific due dates will also be discussed in class. I will not accept late unit plans.

Presentation: During the final weeks of the course, you and your partner (graduate students work as individuals) will present a portion of a lesson from your unit or a segment from your handbook. You will have 30 minutes for this presentation. 

Evaluation

Reflective Response Journal

10%

Daily Work & Participation

10%

Scaffolding Assignment

10%

Research Report


20%




Handbook/PowerPoint

15%

Unit Plan



30%

Presentation



5%

Course Policies

Desire 2 Learn: We will use Desire 2 Learn, a web-based course management tool, to facilitate our reading, researching and writing. If you need help accessing D2L, please see me. 
Email: Email is an integral part of this class. In addition to the email journal, I will also occasionally use email to communicate with the class. Email is also the best way for you to communicate with me. Please check your UWEC email account daily. I will check my email daily during the work week.

Due Dates: As a fellow procrastinator, I understand the necessity for strict adherence to due dates. I expect you to turn your things in on time. I will hold you accountable for having your work turned in on time. I rarely grant exceptions to deadlines.

Academic Honesty: I expect that all of the work you do in this course will be your own. In the case of suspected plagiarism, I will follow the procedures outlined in Chapter 14 of the UW System Administrative Code published in the Student Services and Standards Handbook. In order to guard against any problems with academic honesty, I suggest that you keep absolutely every note, draft, revision, comment, etc., that is generated in this class. Get a box or a crate, put it on the floor of your closet, and fill it with your rough drafts and all other “completed” work for this class. Save everything until you receive the final grade for this course. This is a good policy to practice for all of your courses.

Special Needs: If you have a documented special need related to learning, please see me and we will make the necessary accommodations.
