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Course Goals: The purpose of English 110 is to teach the ways in which reading, writing, thinking and discussion are used in college settings. At the conclusion of the course, students will be able to:

· Understand the components of rhetorical situations;

· Purposely use a range of forms and conventions in written text;

· Use writing processes appropriate to tasks;

· Read and write individually and collaboratively;

· Engage in methods of inquiry, and assess, evaluate, and incorporate research into written texts;

· Interact with texts and set them into conversations with one other; and

· Perform self-assessment.

Baccalaureate Goals: This course directly addresses the following University Goals of the Baccalaureate: 1) An understanding of a liberal education; 2) an appreciation of the University as a learning community; 3) an ability to inquire, think, analyze; and 4) an ability to write, read, speak and listen.

Course Organization: The course will be organized into four units. In each unit, you will complete a variety of reading, writing and research tasks in the process of completing the final paper or papers for that unit. Keep all of the work you complete for this course. You will be required to turn it all in at the end of the units.

Course Schedule: For each unit, you will receive a detailed schedule of specific reading and writing assignments for the unit. English 110 requires a great deal of work. The course is 5 credits, essentially compressing two semesters of composition into one semester. Therefore, you must be prepared for daily work, much of it requiring sustained time and effort, two to three hours per night.
Email: I will communicate with the class via email. I will use your UWEC email account and expect that you will check your email daily. I also will check my email daily during the work week.
Desire 2 Learn: We will use Desire 2 Learn, a web-based course management tool, to facilitate our reading, researching and writing. If you need further assistance with D2L after our course introduction, you can call the computer help desk.
Course Policies

Attendance:  I expect you to be in class, and be prepared. There is no room for missed classes in this schedule. In the event that you do miss class, I suggest you find a buddy and know how to contact him or her so you do not fall behind. I also expect that you arrive on time, ready to begin class at 10am. You are also expected to attend all class sessions held in the library, computer lab, or elsewhere as announced. In addition to the penalty your work will suffer for not being in class, more than 7.5 hours of missed class may result in a reduction of your grade. Fifteen or more hours of missed class will result in failure. 

Due Dates: I expect that you meet all assigned deadlines, including draft deadlines. I will not accept late work.

Evaluation: We will discuss in depth the evaluation criteria for each individual writing assignment and the four unit portfolios during the course. Below is a breakdown of how your final course grade will be determined.

Unit 1 – Joining the Conversation: 
Summary, Analytical Response & Synthesis

20%

Unit 2: Inquiry Project





30%

Unit 3: Your Education Program



10%

Unit 4: Crafting an Argument




30%
Attendance, Participation, Daily Work, 

Reflections, & FYE component



10%

Grading: One of the biggest shocks for new college students is the nature of grading in the university.  In this course, the following standard for grading applies. It takes a great deal of hard work to receive a B or an A in this course.

A = Demonstrates unusual competence

B = Demonstrates competence

C = Suggests competence

D = Suggests incompetence

F = Demonstrates incompetence
Revision Policy: Your first portfolio can be revised after I have graded it. The revision must be submitted one week after it is returned to you. For the second portfolio, I will look at as many drafts as you want me to, on a first come, first serve basis, up until the due date. Because I will be on maternity leave, there will be no revisions on the final two portfolios.
Plagiarism statement: I expect that all of the work you do in this course will be your own. In the case of suspected plagiarism, I will follow the procedures outlined in Chapter 14 of the UW System Administrative Code published in the Student Services and Standards Handbook. In order to guard against any problems with academic honesty, I suggest that you keep absolutely every note, draft, revision, comment, etc., that is generated in this class. Get a box or a crate, put it on the floor of your closet, and fill it with your rough drafts and all other “completed” work for this class. Save everything until you receive the final grade for this course. This is a good policy to practice for all of your courses.

Special Needs: If you have a documented special need related to learning, please see me and we will make the necessary accommodations.

