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World History Overview – DO NOT LOSE!

(Include this paper in your binders or folders)

Course Objective:  This year we will begin an examination of world history, from ancient times to the current day.  Using a thematic lens, we will analyze world history emphasizing its different aspects.

Themes:  As we go through the semester, we will focus on several themes to help us clarify and organize our assigned readings and exercises.  Organization is ESSENTIAL!  In our examination of themes we will include what caused an event to happen, what actually occurred and when, and the consequences of the event.

For our study we will focus on the following ideas:

A. Culture and Society:  How did early communities and nations interact socially and culturally?

b. Examples:  Gender and ethnic interrelationships, conflicts, and peace.

B. Economics and Government:  How have government and economic policies impacted human life over time?

b. Examples:  How have different law codes affected the lives of humans around the world?

C. Technology and Innovations:  How have innovations changed the lives of humans?

b. Example:  How did advancement of bronze and literacy change the lives of humans?

D. Global Connections:  How have the regions of the world interacted with their neighbors?

b. Examples:  What can be learned from early travelers of the known world, like Ibn Battuta?

Instructors Intent:  We will use themes to organize our information and help us prepare for tests and class discussions.  At the end of a chapter or when instructed, we will organize our notes thematically.  KEEP ROOM AT THE END OF EVERY CHAPTER FOR THEMATIC ORGANIZATION!  Reorganization is not meant to be a lengthy process but a brief restatement of main points!  I suggest using the binder to keep notes easily organized.  I will provide some binders for your use.  Your notebooks will be reviewed for completion and thoroughness.  Our themes may change or be modified throughout the semester.

Benefits of Thematic Organization:

1. Better understanding of the readings and assignments.

2. Development of organizational skills.

3. Easier preparation at test time!

