Final Assessment

Subject:  Creating Historical Connections

Grades: 11-12 

Duration:  50 minutes

Question:  Among world groups, what are the connections that can be made historically from various sources?

Objectives:

1. Identify and connect important cultural, scientific, and political advances in different areas throughout the unit.

2. Pose new historical questions for analysis.

Wisconsin Standards:

1. B.12.3 Recall, select, and analyze significant historical periods and the relationships among them 

2. B.12.8 Recall, select, and explain the significance of important people, their work, and their ideas in the areas of political and intellectual leadership, inventions, discoveries, and the arts, within each major era of Wisconsin, United States, and world history 

3. B.12.10 Select instances of scientific, intellectual, and religious change in various regions of the world at different times in history and discuss the impact those changes had on beliefs and values

Materials:

1.  Time strand and unit research materials.
Rationale: A cornerstone to determining how much a student learns is being able to state and defend generalizations with specific details when the unit ends. A final essay asking students to synthesize materials and identify lingering questions will ensure students understand that learning world history is a process of comparison and connection.  Students will be able to reflect on learning in a meaningfully and historically accurate manner

Procedure:

1. Initiating activity:  Students will briefly review the highlights we have discovered and the connections between cultures over time.

2. Individually students will use the time strand compiled and created by the class to write knowledgeably on two of the following topics:

A. Social stratification in Cahokia, Mesopotamia, and China

B. Agricultural and river utilization.

C. Scientific and artistic achievements

D. Political consolidation of river cultures.

E. Relationships with nearby groups.

3. Assessment:  Graded on Five Strands – 10 pts each

A. Include all three groups in the discussion

B. Create an argument for their position, does not simply recite facts

C. Write clearly and well, free of gross grammatical errors

D. Utilize various sources to describe a region; to include references to primary and secondary sources and the archeological record

E. Reflect upon the historical process; create a full picture of the past, enabling historical connections, by including all cultures and sources.
