Society and Social Stratification

Subject:  How societies are organized and social stratification.

Grade: 11-12 

Duration:  Two fifty-minute periods
Question:  What roles are essential in a society?

Objectives:

1. Between cultures, compare social roles and the organization of society.

2. State the similarities and differences between different cultures. 

Wisconsin Standards:

B.12.2 Analyze primary and secondary sources related to a historical question to evaluate their relevance, make comparisons, integrate new information with prior knowledge, and come to a reasoned conclusion

B.12.13. Analyze examples of ongoing change within and across cultures, such as the development of ancient civilizations; the rise of nation-states; and social, economic, and political revolutions

Materials:

1. Readings on: 

a. Cahokia:  The Spiritual Landscape of Cahokia pg 264 – 273 Mann 
b. Mesopotamia: Formation of a Complex Society and Sophisticated Cultural Traditions pg. 39-45 Bentley and Ziegler and Hammurabi’s Law Code
c. China: Society and Family in Ancient China pg 118-123 Bentley and Ziegler
Rationale:  By drawing on modern comparisons, examine how various sociological means of control and stratification in ancient societies can introduce the interesting and controversial topics of power and gender. The analysis of primary sources is also interesting and relevant to this lesson.

Procedure:

Day One

1. Initiating activity:  Are laws necessary?  Why do all societies seem to insist on rules?

2. Introduce Hammurabi’s Law Codes.

3. Analysis of introduction, Hammurabi’s claim to power, DBQ

4. Split class into groups to analyze six aspects of Hammurabi’s Code:

A. Gender issues:  Article 108, 134, 138, 148, 150

B. Justice System: Article 3-9

C. Health Care 215, 218, 221, 224 
D. Family Life 117, 135-137, and 190, 195
E. Employment 102, 104, 227, 240, and 274
F. Social Stratification    196-211

5.  Groups present findings on the values of ancient Babylon.  How is our modern society different?

Day Two

1. Initiating Activity:  Review the findings from yesterday’s class period; state how a culture not only creates laws, but also lays out social expectations in them.

2. Three groups analyze the following readings:

a. Cahokia:  The Spiritual Landscape of Cahokia pg 264 – 273 Mann 
b. Mesopotamia: Formation of a Complex Society and Sophisticated Cultural Traditions pg. 39-45 Bentley and Ziegler and Hammurabi’s Law Code
c. China: Society and Family in Ancient China pg 118-127 Bentley and Ziegler

3. Guiding Questions

a. How did the powerful assume control over the less powerful?

b. What special skills did the culture possess in metalworking, astronomy and other technologies?

c. Who held the most power in society?  What was relationship between men and women?

d. In what ways did family impact society?

e. How important was literacy? What functions did reading and writing serve?

4. Most likely the following day: a classroom discussion on the guiding themes—especially focusing on the differences between Cahokia and the two other regions in regards to literacy.

