Myths and the Values of Culture

Subject:  Myths and Values.

Grades: 11-12 

Duration:  Three fifty-minute periods
Question:  How do the stories we tell describe ourselves?

Objectives:

1. Compare the differences between the myths of three cultures.

2. Extend the myths in a creative way utilizing the same manner of expression. 

Wisconsin Standards:

B.12.2 Analyze primary and secondary sources related to a historical question to evaluate their relevance, make comparisons, integrate new information with prior knowledge, and come to a reasoned conclusion

Materials:

1. Readings on: 

a. Cahokia:  The Spiritual Landscape of Cahokia pg 264 – 273 Mann 
b. Mesopotamia: World Mythology: Epic of Gilgamesh pg 174-203 Rosenberg, Donna

c. China: World Mythology:  The Quest for the Sun 364-369 Rosenberg, Donna.  

Rationale:  Like law codes, understanding a culture’s myths offers a powerful and human way to understand other groups.  Not only are myths excellent stories, reflecting on myths allow students an opportunity for reflection on both the human condition and the values of humanity.

Procedure:

Day One

1. Initiating Activity:  What is the importance of storytelling?  What stories still captivate us?

2. Students are given the story the Epic of Gilgamesh with the following guiding questions:

a. What sort of man is Gilgamesh?  How do the gods feel about Gilgamesh?

b. Due to the nature of Gilgamesh, what do the gods decide to do?

c. With Gilgamesh’s new companion, describe the adventures of the two friends.

d. What happens to Gilgamesh’s friend?  How does Gilgamesh react?

e. Describe the last journey of Gilgamesh.  What was his final goal, and did he achieve his mission?

f. Using the story of Gilgamesh, what sort of traits might the Mesopotamians have valued?

Day Two

1. Initiating Activity:  How are the goals of Gilgamesh similar to those of modern mankind?  Do we want the same things as Gilgamesh did so long ago?

2. Class is split into two groups:

a. Bao Cho Reading Assignment:  World Mythology pg 364-369

i. Create a story in which Bao Cho meets Gilgamesh.  What sort of adventures would they embark on?  Would they be friends?  Include elements from both stories

b. The Spiritual Landscape of Cahokia pg 227 second paragraph to the end of the page and pgs 264 – 273

i. Create a story of life in Cahokia discussing the cosmological organization of society, the role of the chief, the sacred function of the stone henges, and possible agricultural ceremonies to bring a successful crop.  

Day Three

1. Initiating Activity:  Students share their findings on Cahokia and Bao Cho.  

2. Each member of the class pairs with a member from the previous day’s group to compare and contrast their stories in a single reflection paper

3. Each paper will discuss the values apparent in Gilgamesh’s culture to include architectural and scientific achievement and the mythic qualities of the different stories.

