Lesson Plan:  Comparative Architecture

Subject:  Cahokian Mounds, Sumerian Ziggurats and Chinese Pagodas

Grade: 12th 

Duration:  45 minutes

Question:  How do nations celebrate their power and wealth?

Objectives:

1. Identify different architectural techniques of different historical periods.

2. Compare and contrast architectural design and their functions in society.

Wisconsin Standards:

1. B.12.2 Analyze primary and secondary sources related to a historical question to evaluate their relevance, make comparisons, integrate new information with prior knowledge, and come to a reasoned conclusion.

2. B.12.9 Select significant changes caused by technology, industrialization, urbanization, and population growth, and analyze the effects of these changes in the United States and the world.

Materials:

1. Bentley and Ziegler.  Traditions and Encounters:  A Global Perspective on the Past 

2. Fowler & Young.  Cahokia: The Great Native American Metropolis
3. Pictures of the ziggurat, Cahokia, and the Porcelain Tower of Nanjing
Rationale:  Students examine and theorize the purpose different pieces of major architecture. Students get others interested in several historical topics, to include social stratification, labor, urbanization, and religion.  

Procedure:

1. Initiating activity:  Teacher will ask the questions, “Why do nations create large buildings?  What do these structures try to prove?”
2. Students and teachers list and describe several large American buildings (i.e. Empire State, Chrysler Building etc.).
3. Introduce pictures of the ziggurat of Ur-Nammu, Cahokian mounds, and The Porcelain Tower of Nanjing; the class theorizes what they might have been for.
4. Using selected readings, compare and contrast the uses and function of each structure focusing on elements of:

A. Social stratification
B. Political and religious purposes of the building
C. Differences and similarities in architecture

D. Resources needed to create the structure

5. Closing:  Teacher asks, “Why do both ancient civilizations and contemporary nations create such huge structures? Is there a difference between then and now?”
