Political and Consolidation and In-group/Out-group Relations

Subject:  Similarities of political and social control in different times and places.

Grades: 11-12 

Duration:  Two fifty-minute periods

Question:  How do people become powerful in society?

Objectives:

1. Explain the factors that led to the consolidation of power in Cahokia, China, and Mesopotamia.

2. Describe and compare the relationships between states or empires and the people around them. 

Wisconsin Standards:

1. B.12.3 Recall, select, and analyze significant historical periods and the relationships among them 

Materials:

1. Readings on: 

a. Cahokia:  The Rise and Fall of Cahokia pg. 259 – 267 Mann 
b. Mesopotamia: Mesopotamia: “The Land Between the Rivers” pg. 32-38 Bentley and Ziegler 
c. China: Political Organization in Early China pg 110-118 Bentley and Ziegler
Rationale:  Despite specific symbols, the powerful tend to use symbols of control to consolidate their power over the rest of the population. People create dominance over other groups by showing wealth, creating large buildings, or linking themselves with divinity.  Analyzing these means of control provides an interesting insight into the psyche of a group.

Procedure:

Day One

1. Initiating activity:  Question:  How do the rich and powerful assume control over the less fortunate?

2. From the initiating discussion, make a transition by stating that older civilizations follow the same trends of creating political dominance.

3. Class is broken into three groups:  Cahokia, China, and Mesopotamia.

A. Cahokia – means of political consolidation and abandonment.

B. Mesopotamia – transitions from ancient Sumer through to Persian takeover

C. China – Xia, Tang and Shang consolidations.

4. Guiding Questions:

A. What was the time period discussed in the reading?  What were the different groups? Describe the leaders and their accomplishments.

B. How did the powerful keep control over the less powerful?

C. What attracted people to the location in the first place?

D. Describe the governance of the territories over time.

E. What major construction projects and technological were created throughout the time period of the reading?

F. When did the civilization finally come under the control of other groups?  If another group did not overtake the civiliztaion, explain why.

Day Two

1. Initiating activity:  From yesterday’s activity groups, conclude the reading and present their findings.  The class discusses similarities and differences.

2. Teacher then introduces the second readings on neighboring peoples: 

a. Cahokia:  The Outposts of Cahokia 287-293Young and Fowler 

b. Mesopotamia: Broader Influence of Mesopotamian Society: 45-51 Bentley and Ziegler 

c. China: Ancient China and the Larger World pg 127-130 Bentley and Ziegler

3. Guiding Questions:

a. Describe the differences between the unit river civilizations and the groups around them.

b. State the conflicts the outer groups had with the river cultures and instances of cooperation.

c. Explain the trade relationships of goods and ideas between groups.

4. Student groups present their findings from the class questions.  Teachers and students compare and contrast the groups.

