	Unit Theme/Duration
	Mississippi, Tigris-Euphrates, and Yellow River Cultures (3-4 Weeks)

	Generalization
	Geographic advantages, especially rivers, have contributed to the largest and most successful societies the world has known.



	Unit Essential Questions
	Super-ordinate Question:

How does place and location affect history of humanity?

Subordinating Questions:

· What were common characteristics of ancient civilizations?

· Why did some cultures achieve success while others with similar geographic advantages disappear?

· How did geographic advantage and abundance of resources affect the culture of a civilization?

· Given the clear advantages of some areas over others, how did the ancient riverine societies relate to their neighbors?

· What technical, legal, and artistic accomplishments did these cultures achieve?

· How do civilizations celebrate their power (big buildings)?

· Who were the great leaders of different cultures? What were their accomplishments?

· What factors led to the decline of these cultures?


	Unit goal/objectives
	Weeks One and Two
Group One:
· Analyze the accomplishments and timeline of the Tigris Euphrates River.  Explain the number of cultures in dominance over time and their differences and cultural accomplishments.

                  - Sumer

                  - Akkadians

                  - Babylonians

                  - Hittites and and Kassites

                  - Assyrian empire

                  - Chaldean Civilization

                  - Takeover by Persia by Cyrus of Persia

Corollary discussions will be held through the analysis of the political and social consolidation of Cahokia and the Yellow River region.  The analysis will conclude with a discussion of trade relations and general relations these areas had with other groups:

Group Two: 

- Analyze the Yellow River and cultural\technical achievements of the area – seek to explain its relative isolation from other areas.

                 -  Track the emergence of the Xia, Shang, and Zhou Dynasty


-  Describe relations and trade with steppe and nomadic cultures

Group Three:

- Analyze the Cahokia settlement and cultural\technical achievements of the area – seek factors that may have led to Cahokia’s eventual abandonment and the difficulties of excavation.

                - Woodhenges and mound building

                - Environmental theories for abandonment

                - Mesoamerican connections of architecture and agriculture

                - Trade relations between Cahokia and nearby groups

Week Three

· Comparative architecture lesson on public works in the three regions

· Examination of primary and secondary sources on myths; some secondary sources to consider religion from a Cahokian perspective.

· Comparison of the social structures in Cahokia, Yellow River, and Mesopotamia – introduced by the discussion of Hammurabi and how laws can tell one a great deal about a culture.

· Creation of time strand of the three cultures and the final paper.



	Content Standards
	Wisconsin Content Standards:

Geographic Standards:

-  A.12.5 Use a variety of geographic information and resources to analyze and illustrate the ways in which the unequal global distribution of natural resources influences trade and shapes economic patterns

History Standards:

- B.12.2 Analyze primary and secondary sources related to a historical question to evaluate their relevance, make comparisons, integrate new information with prior knowledge, and come to a reasoned conclusion 

- B.12.3 Recall, select, and analyze significant historical periods and the relationships among them 

- B.12.4 Assess the validity of different interpretations of significant historical events 

- B.12.13 Analyze examples of ongoing change within and across cultures, such as the development of ancient civilizations; the rise of nation-states; and social, economic, and political revolutions 



	Essential Concepts:
	Rivers, astronomy, legal codes, social stratification, agriculture, art, religion, government, architecture, trade, neighbor relations, mandate of heaven, literacy



	Essential HOT Processes & Skill
	· Explain the similarities between the consolidation of the Mesopotamia and Yellow River areas through different leaders or dynasties and the consolidation of Cahokia.

· Compare/contrast law codes, architecture, and artistic achievements of three river cultures.
· Describe the relationship each culture had with nearby groups.

· Utilize maps to describe and explain the geographic context of the civilization.



	Critical Content
	Mesopotamia Documents:  Epic of Gilgamesh, Hammurabi’s Law Code


	Performance Standards
	- Explain the similarities between the unification of the Mesopotamia and Yellow River Regions through secondary text analysis, highlighting several primary sources.

- Demonstrate knowledge of the interpretive nature of history and the importance of both written materials and archeological sources in order to more fully understand a time period.

- Compare and contrast the early stories of Gilgamesh, with those of the Sage-Kings of China, and the theories proposed by Dr. Timothy R Pauketat and Dr Robert Hall regarding Cahokian political and religious rule.

- Describe the social stratification of the Mesopotamia, Chinese and the archeological evidence of social stratification in Cahokia.

- Compare the technological achievements of math, science, literacy and architecture achieved in the Cahokia, Yellow River and Mesopotamia regions.

- Use archeological evidence to construct an understanding of Cahokia for comparison to the Yellow River and Mesopotamia regions.

- Compare and contrast trade relations among the three river civilizations.



	Performance Assessment
	Students will compile a time strand marking dates significant to the Mesopotamia, Yellow River, and Cahokia in regards to both social and political achievements.



	Resources
	Text Resources

Bentley & Ziegler.  (2006).  Traditions and Encounters:  A Global Perspective on the Pas.t New York:  McGraw Hill

Ebrey, Patricia.  (1999). China.  Cambridge Illustrated History. Cambridge University Press
Rogers, Daniel & Bruce D. Smith ed. (1995) Mississippian Communities and Households. University Alabama Press
Rosenberg, Donna. (1995)  World Mythology. 2nd ed.  National Textbook Company:  Lincolnwood, IL 

Young, Biloine W & Melvin Fowler. (2000) Cahokia:  The Great Native American Metropolis. Board of Trustees of the University of Illinois

Web Resources:

Mesopotamia

· http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/menu.htmlhttp://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/menu.html

China

· http://www.ancientchina.co.uk/menu.html

Cahokia

· http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/archaeology/sites/northamerica/cahokia.html

· http://www.cahokiamounds.com/cahokia.html

· http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/information/biography/fghij/fowler_melvin..html

· http://www.cr.nps.gov/archeology/feature/feature.htm


