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This project is the result of several factors.  Over the past three years our district has been reviewing and realigning our K-12 social studies curriculum.  Throughout this process, I have been meeting and discussing the changes and the needs of the teachers and students in order to accommodate them.  The middle school curriculum is still in flux; however, the sixth grade curriculum has been set.  For the past year, I have been working with our sixth grade social studies teacher to organize these changes.  

 In past years library / research skills was an individual class for sixth graders. The class was an introduction to our library and to the research process in general.  The students learned how to choose topics, formulate good research questions, find and organize appropriate and varied resources, use the tools that individual resources provide, take appropriate notes, and decide on the best format for their final project and how to present a non-print project. Throughout the course they were introduced to how and when to use unfamiliar resources. They were introduced to all aspects of a library research project including an introduction to creating a bibliography. Since this course was dropped, the teachers and I have been working together to integrate these needs into their curriculum; a large part of this process takes place in the social studies curriculum.

My involvement is to team-teach research and library skills and in a large part, the overhaul of the library media collection to accommodate the new changes in the curriculum and the increased demand upon the library collection and library services. It is challenging to find up-to-date, accurate materials that are both interesting and appropriate for the wide range of learning levels and styles in the sixth grade.


This bibliography is a work in progress.  It is limited to the ancient Indus River Valley, Mesopotamia and ancient Egypt to make it manageable.  I deviated from the proper format in order to make it easier and more interesting for our sixth grade students, since it is their first real encounter with a long bibliography.  The icons are intended to make the list user friendly while the form maintains the elements of a working bibliography.  I have separated magazine articles, videos, DVDs and CDs for ease of use.  The students chose the icons in the bibliography through a classroom ballot, and many of their comments about the materials have been added to give them ownership. I had intended to create a separate bibliography for the teachers, but they felt it an advantage to have it included with the students’.

The reading unit form was developed in cooperation with the social studies teacher and our sixth-grade reading teacher.  It was used at the end of the year as a review and a re-enforcement for learning.  For this portion of the project, classes came in to the library every day for a week. Each student was required to select any book on a civilization that they had studied, read a portion of it and fill out a form for that book.  Each student was required to do a minimum of one book for each of the three civilizations.  This requirement was well received by most of the students and generated interesting conversations among students, the teacher and the librarian.  Many of the students continued with their interests after the required assignment was finished, checking out additional books and sharing their findings with other students and me.

The bibliography includes a number of Internet sites for graphic organizers.  Graphic organizers are helpful tools for students to organize facts, draw conclusions, compare and contrast facts, etc.  Each of the sites has a number of different types of organizers for different tasks.  These are a starting point for teachers and students who may not have used them before or for those who are looking for a different type of organizer.  They make a nice springboard for planning and designing original graphic organizers as well.  


This project is ongoing.  I hope to develop bibliographies for each level of our social studies curriculum.  It has been a wonderful tool for collection development and for maintaining my understanding of each teacher’s activities. It has helped me to develop an even stronger, personal understanding of the diverse learning styles and levels of our sixth grade students; continue to educate students and teachers about the importance of the library and its resources; inform about my role in education; and create understanding and strong ties among the entire community.

