Making Americans, Making America

History 705-003

Summer 2006

Les Dokkestul

Black River Falls Middle School

Grade 7

Final Project Requirements:
A. Description of the material utilized from the course.
The main materials utilized from this course as a part of my study and project development include the following:

i. The Middle Ground, by Richard White

ii. Native American Communities in Wisconsin 1600-1960, by Robert  E. Bieder

iii. Chippewa Treaty Rights, by Ronald N. Satz

iv. Wisconsin Indians, by Nancy Lurie

v. Paths of the People, by Tim Pfaff

B. Summary of entire project:

The project that I have chosen to do for this course is one that I feel will be a great addition to my 7th grade curriculum.  My plan is to infuse the topic of  what treaties are into my Canada history unit. I plan to use a power point to help lead this study.


To prepare for this, I plan to lead a discussion about the “middle ground” that exists before, during, and after the arrival of Europeans.  My goal is to help students see the interactions between Native groups and between Europeans and Natives.  I will keep it pretty basic, since these are 7th grade students, but I think it will be a concept that will help build understanding about the interactions of people not only in this area, but in other areas of the world that we study.


After developing this concept of the middle ground, I will introduce the concept of treaties.  My goal is to explain to students what they are, who is involved in treaty making, and why treaties are written in the first place.


I also plan to have students get involved in negotiations & treaty making through a short role-play activity.  Through this activity I want students to see some of the complexities involved in treaty making, and how important these agreements are.


To wrap up the activity I plan to discuss the basic components of the 1837 Pine Tree Treaty & the 1842 Copper Treaty.  I feel that these 2 treaties are ones that can be explained to help 7th graders understand the impact that treaty making has on not only the people of that particular time, but the impact on their people’s future.

C. Short essay, placing project in the larger context of this class.
My choosing to teach my 7th grade students about, “What are treaties?” was an easy and obvious choice.  The background knowledge that I have gained from reading “The Middle Ground” by Richard White is invaluable to setting the foundation of European and Native relationships in America.  It was a tough read at times, but pivotal in showing the larger scope of life before and after Europeans arrived on the scene. A great follow-up book was Native American Communities in Wisconsin 1600-1960, by Robert E. Bieder.  These two books worked well together for helping me build my own personal knowledge that I will use in instructing my students.  

In terms of the project that I have chosen on what treaties are, the books Wisconsin Indians, by Nancy Lurie and Paths of the People, by Tim Pfaff were straight forward readings that helped introduce some of the complexities and policies that Natives have had to deal with.  Great resources to have in the classroom!

The main book that I will be using to talk about treaties with my 7th graders is Chippewa Treaty Rights, by Ronald N. Satz.  I felt this book was very clear on showing the progression of Native American and White involvement through treaty negotiations of the past and treaty rights issues of the modern day.  I plan to use the 1837 Pine Tree Treaty and the 1842 Copper Treaty as the cornerstone of my discussion on treaties.

The books that I have mentioned in conjunction with the many on-line readings, and classroom lecture have helped to build my knowledge in the area of Native American and White issues, as well as in the area of treaty negotiations and treaty rights.  I am confident that my students will also learn much from this information as well. 

D. Techniques and materials used to communicate material.
The technique that I plan to use in the classroom is going to be a power point led discussion.  I will also use a role-play activity with my students to help build their understanding of the concepts being discussed.

E.  Assessment Questions & Outcomes.
See discussion box area of D2L.

