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Following the Big6 model, the first step in any project is Task Definition.  Task definition incorporates the goals for the project and the essential questions that will be answered.

Task Definition (Goals):

· Students will understand the essential components of healthy communities.

· Students will gain an appreciation for the experiences, culture, traditions, and current challenges of contemporary immigrant/refugee/migrant worker groups.

· Students will see the connections between the evolution of their own community diverse communities across the state and the global community.

· Students will develop an appreciation for sharing information with elementary students and will successfully implement a presentation for them.

· Students will develop and refine their information and technology literacy skills.

· Students gain perspectives on the richness of diversities and ways to honor all the cultures that make up a community.

Essential Questions:

· What have we learned about the history of our community and the importance of rivers in Wisconsin history?

· How has our community changed over time?  

· What were the push and pull factors that brought immigrants to our community between 1860 and 1920?

· What were some of the issues that they faced?

· What did this mean for the generations that followed them?    (Review of Years I & II)
· What is the significance of the civil rights movement for all Americans?

· How have Black Americans taken their rightful place in American society?  What challenges did they face?  What “voices” made a difference?

· How have migrant workers been a part of our state’s agricultural history?  Our community’s history?

· What are the special circumstances that migrant workers experience?  

· What can communities do to help migrant workers and their families?

· How is the history of Hmong families interwoven with American history in Laos and Vietnam?

· In what ways are Hmong families carrying on their traditions as they build lives in the United States?

· What do Hmong families have in common with other immigrant groups?  What are the differences?

· What has been happening in Somalia to cause Somali refugees to have to resettle in a new country?

· What is the difference between an immigrant and a refugee?

· What are the greatest challenges facing Somali students?  

· How can our community welcome newcomers, be prepared for changes, and be part of the global community?

· How can we use what we have learned in this unit to help our understanding in other classes?

Content & How Communicated:


The content will be communicated via a PowerPoint presentation, class discussion, students’ web explorations, students’ discussions with their fourth grade partners, and a reader’s theater project and presentation.  


The PowerPoint presentation has to cover a wide expanse of ideas, experiences, perspectives and realities.  Hopefully, the students will be able to compare/contrast the experiences of the various groups of people, apply their critical thinking skills, and avoid conclusions based on stereotypes.  

Fourth Grade Partners’ Books:

Black Americans and Civil Rights

Hopkinson, Deborah.  (2007).  Sweet Land of Liberty.  Atlanta, GA:  Peachtree Publishers.

Lawrence, Jacob.  (1993).  The Great Migration:  An American Story.  New York:  HarperCollins 

Publishers.

Rappaport, Doreen.  (2001).  Martin’s Big Words:  The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  New York:  

Hyperion Books for Children.

Migrant Workers

Altman, Linda Jacobs.  (1993).  Amelia’s Road.  New York:  Lee & Low Books.

Krull, Kathleen.  ((2003).  Harvesting Hope:  The Story of Cesar Chavez.  New York:  Harcourt.

The Hmong Community

Bryan, Nichol.  (2004).  Hmong Americans.  Edina, MN:  ABDO Publishing.

Cohen, Sheila. (2005).  Mai Ya’s Long Journey.  Madison, WI:  Wisconsin Historical Society Press.

Rendon, Marcie R. & Cheryl Walsh Bellville.  ((200).  Farmer’s Market.  Minneapolis:  Carolrhoda 

Books.

The Somali Community

Hoffman, Mary.  (2002).  The Color of Home.  New York:  Phyllis Fogelman Books.

Perry, Marie Fritz.  (2004).  A Gift for Saida.  Northfield, MN:  Buttonweed Press.

Resource Books (by Author):

Atkin, S. Beth.  (1993).  Voices from the Fields.  Boston:  Little Brown and Company.

Halpern, Monica.  (2006).  Moving North:  African Americans and the Great Migration.


Washington, D.C.:  National Geographic Society.

Hussein, Ikram.  (1997).  Teenage Refugees from Somalia Speak Out.  New York:  Rosen.

Limon, Dr. Jose E.  (2006). Latino Migrant Workers:  America’s Harvesters.  Broomall, PA:  Mason 

Crest Publishers.

Moore, David L.  (1989).  Dark Sky, Dark Land:  Stories of the Hmong Boy Scouts of Troop 100.


Eden Prairie, MN:  Tessera Publishing.

Murphy, Nora.  (1997).  A Hmong Family.  Minneapolis:  Lerner Publications.

Schlitz, Laura Amy.  (2007).  Good Masters!  Sweet Ladies!  Voices from a Medieval Village. 


New York:  Candlewick Press. 

Research Strategies:


Students will be encouraged to use good search strategies and to evaluate the information they encounter on the web.  The students will be given these highlighted web resources as a starting point:

“Diversity and Growing Pains Come to Small Town Wisconsin.”  Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 

Accessed online at www.jsonline.com/news/metro/jul04/246311.asp.  (Somali Refugees).

Grolier Online Encyclopedia.  Accessed online at www.go.grolier.com/.  Available on our school 

network  (Background information, maps & web links.)

Hmong Cultural Tour.  Accessed online at http://csumc.wisc.edu/cmct/HmongTour/index.htm. 

 (Hmong).

Lest We Forget: Images of the Black Civil Rights Movement by Robert Templeton.  A Special Exhibition.  

Accessed online at templeton-interactive.com/lest1a.htm.  (Black Americans).

Minnesota Arrival.  Accessed online at minnesotapublicradio.org/…/06/latehomecomer.  (And 

additional resources available on Minnesota Public Radio).  (Hmong).

Somali Refugee Students Struggle Through School.  Accessed online at 

http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web.  (Somali Refugees).

UMOS.  Accessed online at http://www.umos.org/defaul.aspx.  (Migrant Workers).

Reader’s Theater Presentation:


Students will be divided into focus groups for their reader’s theater script writing and their book discussion with the fourth graders.  The scripts will be patterned after Good Masters!  Sweet Ladies!  Voices from a Medieval Village by Laura Amy Schlitz.  The eighth graders will participate in creating the rubric for the presentation.  Students will be  the “voices” that need to be heard with “bridges” between voices being written by students/teacher as needed.  

That’s All Folks!

Comments, questions and suggestions welcome!  

