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Troublesome Waters…Bridges of Hope


This lesson will be the culmination of the MAMA units taught to a class of middle school students as sixth and seventh graders.  The eighth graders will be examining the issues that affect contemporary immigrant and refugee groups.  The unifying theme for the three years has been the close examination of how generations of newcomers have built their families and communities using both a historical and contemporary context.  The students have looked closely at the “obstacles” including language, employment, and the many accommodations people have had to make as they dealt with new situations.  They have also considered the benefits that diversity brings to communities that build relationships between people through understanding, fair opportunities and openness to change.  Each year, the students have shared what they learn with an audience.  As sixth graders, their posters created a timeline that was displayed in our library media center.  The next year, the seventh graders worked as “land agents” advertising communities for settlement and involved the fourth graders as “immigrants’ evaluating the information and deciding on a new community.  As eight graders, the students will again partner with elementary students.  They will discuss picture books that explore current immigrant/refugee/migrant/civil rights themes with fourth grade readers.  The middle school students will create a reader’s theater presentation based on these book discussions, content from their readings and the unit PowerPoint presentation and their own research.  

The eighth graders will present their finished work to the elementary students. 

