Sarah Pickering

MAMA Final Project

American Indian Movement

A. Detailed Summary of Project

Because I do not have a classroom, I am basing this project on a class I recently taught called “The Minority Experience in America”.  This class dealt with many minorities, including the American Indian.  This project would fit in nicely, after we’ve talked about treaty rights, boarding schools, termination, etc.  It’s important to talk about AIM because conventional history classes rarely touch on it. They talk about African American Civil Rights and Hispanic Issues, but never American Indian rights.   Living in Wisconsin, there are many negative stereotypes about Indians, and I believe the first step in dispelling those stereotypes is education.

The project will last 1-2 days, depending on the amount of discussion I get from the students based on the power point.  

The power point will go into detail about the founding of AIM and I picked three events to go into greater detail about.

-The takeover at Alcatraz

-AIM’s aid in the Winter Dam dispute (Which is great because this also focuses on local history, something that a lot of history classes lack)

      and

-The takeover at Wounded Knee

A follow-up lesson would include some if not all of the film, Lakota Woman that tells the story of the Takeover at Wounded Knee.

Included in the power point are some powerful images and symbols of AIM and the takeovers. The students will take time to analyze these images.  I also use quotes which put a personal touch into the presentation.  

B. Detailed description of material utilized from the course

I used several books and resources from the course.  The Lurie book and paths of the people gave me a great start with some general AIM information.  I also used some quotes from Paths of the people.  I also used Prucha to research some documents. I was also able to dig some information out of the Bieder book, Native American Communities in Wisconsin.

The CVM website also proved helpful. I found a great picture of children with an AIM drum to include in the power point.  The AIM website helped me find dates and events that they participated in which I will use during the lesson to show how much AIM has been involved in since 1968.

C. Essay placing project in context of MAMA class

“Making Americans, Making America” will help teachers and their students master traditional American history by bringing together the histories of the original inhabitants and the many immigrant groups of Wisconsin with the study of citizenship, community and their connections to the Wisconsin and U.S. Constitution.” (Center for History Teaching and Learning website).  

With my lesson on AIM, I will be focusing on a National Group (that started semi-locally) that has made impacts both nationally and locally.  Members of WI tribes were involved in the Alcatraz takeover and the Winter Dam takeover was located very near Frederic, where I teach. Thanks to the CVM, I was able to incorporate primary documents into the power point that will help students take away valuable information.   I will talk about treaties, such as the Laramie treaty involved in the takeover at Wounded Knee and the students will be able to see the event in a larger context.  

AIM is only a small part of what we discussed in MAMA, yet it will continue to focus on the interaction between American Indians and whites as well as focus on some local issues as well.

D. Detailed descriptions of techniques and materials

I will present this information through a Power Point presentation.  Within the power point, I will have pictures and quotes as well as secondary information.  At points, students will analyze and discuss certain images and what they represent.  I would also like to show part, if not all of the video, Lakota Woman, which shows AIM and the standoff at Wounded Knee. I have shown the video in class before, and I believe that it is a fairy decent representation of WK and the students can sometimes understand something better when they get a visual of the event.







