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When it comes to Indians of Wisconsin, they are one of the few minorities that the United States government has tried to eliminate their own unique culture.  One of the ways that the US government has tried to do this is by assimilating through reeducation.  Educating them out of their culture into mainstream American society.  The boarding schools were created to help in this assimilation.  The boarding schools are part of the history of Indian tribes of Wisconsin.  

In our class we discussed treaties and how these treaties had good intentions.  With all those good intentions, someone, presidents, governors, speculators and so forth, twisted the wording of the treaties for their own gain.  Boarding schools probably had the same intentions.  They were set up to help Indians learn about “proper living”.  The good intentions of the boarding schools were quickly turned into a tool to take away the culture of Indians in our country.  

Boarding schools turned into abusive institutions.  From Archambandt’s article, we learned that students were taught that it was naughty to use their native language.  In some cases, it was a numbers game for the boarding schools.  The more students you can assimilate the more money the boarding schools received.  This attitude leads to some very serious problems.  This packing of students leads to epidemics in TB and other diseases.  This is something our group learned from our research about health issues of the Lac du Flambeau tribe.  The boarding schools were not pleasant places.  

In my lesson plan, I will incorporate our discussions about victimization, self-determination, and assimilation of Indian tribes of Wisconsin.  The boarding schools were one of the ways to assimilate Indians through education.

