Jason Pickering

American Indians in World War II
 

Detailed Summary and Lesson Goals

A. A detailed summary of the entire project.

My project will focus on the American Indian’s participation in World War II.  Because my high school is located so closely to LCO, there is generally a negative stereotype of Native Americans.  It is my goal, through this lesson, to break that stereotype.  Slide 1 is an introduction slide but also makes the point that Native Americans have fought for this country in every single American War since the Civil War.  I believe that this will shock many students and this is one of the points I want them to take from this lesson.  I will pose the question “why.”  “Why would Native Americans care to fight in American wars, especially wars like Vietnam and Korea that many Americans didn’t want to be involved in?”  I will be looking for students to give answers like; adventure, money, pressure, and maybe some stereotypes will come up here that we can discuss.

Slide 2

This is a quote taken from an Indian during WWII.  I will have the students read this and then come to some conclusions as to why this is important.  The point I am trying to make is that Indians were involved in the most difficult and dangerous parts of the war and they suffered right along with every other soldier.

Slides 3&4

These slides discuss the “warrior mentality” that is involved in Indian culture.  We will talk about the importance of warriors to the Indian culture and to their society.  Indian men were expected to grow up to be warriors to protect their family and hunting rights.  Warriors could gain respect among their tribe by fighting well.  Thus, the importance of warriors is two fold.  It is to personally gain a reputation as a great warrior and also to protect the village.  We will discuss the battles of the Iroquois and the Ojibwas and talk about their final battle in 1775 in the western Lake Superior area.  I will use this to ask the question “if their last battle was in 1775, how did warriors continue to prove themselves?”  The answer to this is that they used American wars as a way to fulfill their warrior mentality.  

Slide 5

This slide talks about the economics of Indian reservations.  I will have students guess how much money they think an Indian was paid for working in a lumber yard or some other seasonal job.  I think students will be shocked to learn that Indians were paid about $1.00 a day.  I will then ask they to guess how much an Indian could make if they joined the military.  I think they will also be shocked to learn that they could make at least $125.00 a month.  This makes the decision to join the military seen common sense.

Slide 6

I will ask the students if they believe that Wisconsin was an important area for Indians in the first contact period.  I will ask the students how many federally recognized tribes there are in Wisconsin right now.  Hopefully we will come to the conclusion that Wisconsin was important and there are 11 federally recognized tribes.  I will tell the students that Wisconsin and the surrounding area was called the “Middle Ground.”  I will have them analyze this and through out ideas as to what it means.  I will tell the students that as far as trade and hunting land, the Middle Ground was a very important land area.  I will talk a little bit about the middle ground and the fighting and alliances that took place in this land.  

Slides 7&8

I will use this idea of alliances to segue into American Wars.  Indians allied with the side that could best help the tribe.  I will ask them how allying with the American government in a time of war could help them.  We will get answers like; the government would respect them, would give them privileges, would treat them as equals. I will then show the students the numbers and have them analyze them.  I will ask them why these numbers are significant.  I think the students will be able to see that the Indians contributed a very large percentage of their men to the war.  I think this will really hit home when they see slide 8 and realize that if everyone had volunteered for the war in the same percentage as Indians, we would not have needed a draft.

Slide 9 

This slide will show a picture of the raising of the flag at Iwo Jima.  I will ask students if they knew an Indian was part of this.  I will be surprised if any of them know.  I will then tell them about Ira Hays.  I will then play the song by Jonny Cash.  We can then discuss and analyze what they heard in the song.

Slide 10

This is a quote from the Secretary of the Interior.  I will have the students analyze the quote and tell me why it is significant.  It is significant because it proves what we just discussed in slide 7 that the American government was noticing the involvement of Indians and was grateful for it.

Slides 11&12

These slides discuss the importance of Indian women in the war.  I will ask the students to brainstorm what jobs women could have during the war that would be beneficial to the effort.  An obvious answer is nurses.  Some other answers will be working in factories and making clothes.  Some less obvious answers will be things like planting trees and forming home defense brigades.  I believe that students will be surprised to know how extensive and varied the services of women were during the war.

Slides 13& 14

These slides deal with stereotypes.  I will have students brainstorm a list of stereotypes.  I will then have them narrow their list to stereotypes of Indians in battle.  I think they will paint an image of the Indian on horseback with a bow and being a sneaky spy moving through the woods well.  I will then show them slide 12, which is a quote, and have then analyze it.  This quote highlights many of the stereotypes of Americans toward Indians as soldiers.  We will talk about and discuss each and then I will ask what the consequences would be of this image.  The answer is that Indians were thought to be exceptional soldiers that were able to do things the normal solder could not.  Because of this, Indians tried to live up to this image and thus, suffered high casualties.  

Slides 15&16

These slides deal with the negative impact of the war on Indian life.  I will ask the students to think of possible ways that the war could have hurt Indians.  I will lead the students in the right direction by telling them about assimilation and the fact that many Indians had not traveled more that a few miles from their reservations.  I hope this will lead students to the conclusion that Indians were able to travel half-way around the world and fit into society.  I will point out that this proved to the American government that Indians could successfully live off of the reservation.  

Slide 17

This slide will talk about the conditions of reservations when Indian men returned to the reservation.  We will discuss the challenges and the poverty that was facing many Indians after the war.  We will then talk about the movement off of reservations that took place in the 1950’s and what that lead to.  

Slide 18

To end on a positive note and to prove that Indian culture is still alive today, this slide will talk about pow wows that honor war heroes.  This proves that warriors are still important and honored in Indian culture and that Indians continue to participate in the American military to this day.

 

B. A more detailed description of the material utilized from the course.  

In putting this power point together, I used information from many aspects of the course.  I used a great deal of information that I found while putting my project together for the museum.  I used a book called “Lac Courte Oreilles Warriors of World War Two” by Timothy K. Panasuk, as my main source of information.  I also used “The Middle Ground,” “Paths of the People,” “Memories of the Elders,” notes from class and information from an individual that I talked with at Lac du Flambeau. 

 

C. A short essay, placing your project in the larger context of this class.

In accordance with the curriculum used at Frederic High School, I must narrow my lesson to fit into that curriculum.  We discussed a very wide range of material in MAMA that spans several hundred years.  I am trying to take a very small, yet important, part of that information and make it important to students’ lives and fit the curriculum.  With the LCO reservation so close to our school, there are many stereotypes that the students have toward Indians that they have heard from their friends and their parents.  I want to use this lesson to teach students that many of their stereotypes are wrong and they will hopefully leave this lesson with a new respect toward Indians and their culture.  The overall theme of this class was Indians and the interaction of Indians with Europeans and the U.S. government.  This lesson will focus on the interaction of Indians with the U.S. government during wartime and talk about the consequences of these interactions.

 

D. Detailed descriptions of the techniques and materials that you will use to communicate this material. 

The primary material used to teach this lesson will be the provided power point presentation.  In the power point I will use pictures and quotes that will be analyzed by the students.  I will also use the Jonny Cash song about Ira Hays as well as several brain storming, listing, and discussion techniques to help the students gain a better understanding of the lesson.  

 

E.  Outcomes:

·        I want the students to realize that Indians have helped this country in every war since the Civil War.

·        I want students to realize that Indians were involved in the front-line combat and suffered the same torture that other soldiers did.

·        I want students to understand the importance of the “warrior mentality” within Indian culture and understand that the American wars were an outlet where Indians could prove themselves as warriors.

·        I want students to understand the economic hardships that were facing Indian men and how this influenced them to join the military.

·        I want them to understand that Wisconsin and the surrounding area was very important land for hunting and trading during European contact.

·        I want students to understand the meaning of “the Middle Ground.”

·        I want students to understand the Indians volunteered for the war in greater numbers that any other people in the United States and that the draft would have been unnecessary had other followed suit.

·        I want students to realize that Indian women contributed a great deal to the war effort and have an idea as to the areas that they contributed.

·        I want students to understand the stereotypes that were faced by Indians in the military and how that impacted the way they fought.

·        I want students to realize that the war also had a negative impact on the Indian reservations, which lead to a great push for assimilation in the 1950’s.

·        I want students to realize that Indians are participating in the war right now and that Indian culture continues to honor Indian warriors from every war that Indians have fought in.

