Deborah Foster

Political Science II

Junior or Senior Status Only

Pre-requisite: Political Science I

This unit will examine the concept of state sovereignty and the international community.  We will study the history of Somalia since independence in 1960, the dictatorship of General Barre, the civil war, UN and US interventions, and attempts at reconciliation.  By studying a place such as Somalia, we will examine how complicated military and humanitarian missions can become and how good intentions may not always be enough.  We will further explore the Somali question as we examine the growing number of Somalis residing within the United States, particularly in the Midwest and the impact this expanding community has within the cultural framework of the United States today.

Educational Standards

*A.12.13  Give examples and analyze conflict and cooperation in the establishment of cultural regions and political boundaries.

*B.12.02  Analyze primary and secondary sources related to a historical question to evaluate their relevance, make comparisons, integrate new information with prior knowledge, and come to a reasoned conclusion.
*B.12.05  Gather various types of historical evidence including visual and quantitative data to analyze issues of freedom and equality, liberty and order, region and nation, individual and community, law and conscience.
*B.12.11  Compare examples and analyze why governments of various countries have sometimes sought peaceful resolution to conflicts and sometimes gone to war.

*B.12.16  Describe the purpose and effects of treaties, alliances, and international organizations that characterize today’s interconnected world.

*B.12. 19  Explain the history of slavery, racial and ethnic discrimination, and efforts to eliminate discrimination in the United States and elsewhere in the world.

Course Context


Political Science II is an advanced political science class available to juniors and seniors only who have taken Political Science I.  The course focuses on policy decisions, implementation, and evaluation.  The concept of sovereignty is emphasized in the course work and the units are designed to demonstrate the various facets of state sovereignty.  We begin with a definition of sovereignty and the students brainstorm examples from US policy.  We then move to organized units that address sovereignty issues in domestic policy (Native Americans) and foreign policy.  The Foreign Policy unit I have been using is an analysis of the Iraq conflict and implementation of the Bush Doctrine.  This is a difficult unit for students, and parents, as the conflict is on-going and opinions run deep.  I find that often scholarship is masked by emotion for some students when studying the current conflict.  By studying an event that is historical in nature, such as Somalia, I am hoping that my students will be able to be more objective in their analysis and then use the skills they develop to be able to analyze a current foreign policy decision.

The unit I have prepared on Somalia is designed to be comprehensive.  We will begin with an historical review of Somalia from the time of independence in 1960.  Students will be asked to examine a timeline of events that will take them to the United Nations interventions in Somalia during the 1990s.  Students will then be asked to do more involved reading by examining articles published by the United States Institute of Peace.  In conjunction with these readings, students will have a number of podcasts from the Institute that they will be asked to listen to and will respond to the podcasts in an on-line discussion format similar to D2L.  I have used this methodology in the past and it has worked with great results.  Students report that the podcasts and online discussions are among the most meaningful learning experiences of the course.  Students are allowed to explore some of their initial thoughts in an atmosphere that they believe is safe and everyone must participate.  The class discussions become more lively and meaningful as students are excited to come to class and talk with one another about their online discussions.

We will spend a good deal of time looking at the US intervention and the events of October 3, 1994.  In addition to the powerpoint lecture, students will watch Black Hawk Down and read some of the interview transcripts from the PBS Frontline Episodes regarding Somalia.  I expect that this portion of the unit will generate the most discussion as students I find my students are very interested in military interventions.

We will then progress to the current status of Somalia and look at the links to international terrorism.  To do this, we will examine materials from PBS and the BBC primarily.  It is during this portion of the unit that I will ask students to conduct their own research on Somalia.  The research will be primarily online and will look at news sources and the reporting of the current situation.  Our librarian does an outstanding job of assisting with research and ensuring that students are finding legitimate sources.  Students will be asked to write an analysis paper of the current situation in Somalia and will share their findings with the class.  


The final portion of the unit will focus on the inclusion of Somali refugees in the United States with an emphasis on the Somali communities of Minnesota and Wisconsin.  It is at this point that we will review the differences between an immigrant and a refugee, look more closely at Somali culture, and examine the powerpoint created by Jessica Schaid and Dr. Zoltan Grossman to examine the situation in Barron, Wisconsin.  We will also use the oral histories available on D2L and students will be able to hear directly from Somali people themselves.   Students will be asked to reflect on the link between US foreign policy interventions and the humanitarian concerns these interventions create.  Do we have an obligation to assist the civilian populations when we have intervened militarily?  Do these obligations extend to providing safe living accommodations within the United States?  Must we ensure safe living accommodations within the original community/state in which we have intervened?  These are difficult questions to consider, yet they are essential questions as we examine US foreign policy and our very active, interventionist role in the world today.
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