Sue Wallin

Luck Elementary

The textbook we use in 4th grade (The Wisconsin Adventure) covers Indian cultures found in Wisconsin from Paleo and Archaic to the tribes still living here today.  At this level, it covers the life style of Wisconsin tribes before the newcomers arrive, their first contact with Europeans, the Fox Wars, the fur trade, the Winnebago War of 1827 and the Black Hawk War.  There are several mentions of Indians ceding their land, but it is lacking information about how the Indians gave up their land.  The only treaty mentioned in our text is The Treaty of Ghent with relation to the War of 1812.
Through my project, I wanted to fill in some of the gaps in this period in Wisconsin’s development.  While I wanted my students to know this information, my task was to find a way to cover the material in a way that fourth graders would understand and not take too much time, as I have to cover many topics in the geography and history of Wisconsin. The unit I created will take about five to seven days and cover three treaties that affected all Indians but especially the Chippewa tribes in our area of Wisconsin.
Day 1


As an overview of the entire unit, I will show my power point presentation titled Indian Treaties of the 1800s.   (I will use the notes under each slide later.)  Then the class will talk about the definition of a treaty, some possible difficulties in treaty making, and the importance of common language and ideas in treaty making.  Simplified examples from their lives such as negotiating bedtime, TV time, or homework assignments will aid in their understanding.
Day 2


Using the first slide from the power point presentation, the class will review the discussion about treaties from the previous day. I will then proceed to the next three slides relating to the Treaty of 1825 and discuss the notes under each slide.


Resources:  notes and presentation from Susan Caya at summer institute



        Paths of the People:  The Ojibwe in the Chippewa Valley, by Tim Pfaff 


        Documents of United States Indian Policy, by Francis Paul Prucha
Day 3


The students will participate in a roll playing activity from Classroom Activities on Chippewa Treaty Rights.  Elementary Activity 3 – Treaties and Treaty Making Part 1 will help the students understand the process of treaty making as well as some of the difficulties.

Resources:  Classroom Activities on Chippewa Treaty Rights


        Chippewa Treaty Rights:  The Reserved Rights of Wisconsin’s Chippewa 




  Indians in Historical Perspective by Ronald N. Satz
Day 4


The students will complete Part 2 of Treaties and Treaty Making from Classroom Activities on Chippewa Treaty Rights.  Following this activity, the students will be able to understand how treaty making affected the lives of the Chippewa Indians in Wisconsin.

Resources:  Classroom Activities on Chippewa Treaty Rights


        Chippewa Treaty Rights:  The Reserved Rights of Wisconsin’s Chippewa 




  Indians in Historical Perspective by Ronald N. Satz

Day 5

Now that the students are familiar with the treaty making process, I will use the slides in the power point presentation relating to the Treaty of 1837.  Then, using the questions from Lesson 5 Federal-Indian Relations in Classroom Activities on Chippewa Treaty Rights, the students will come to understand the government’s view and the Indian’s view of the 1837 treaty.

Resources:  Classroom Activities on Chippewa Treaty Rights


        Chippewa Treaty Rights:  The Reserved Rights of Wisconsin’s Chippewa 




  Indians in Historical Perspective by Ronald N. Satz

Day 6


The last slides in the power point presentation cover the 1842 Treaty.  After talking about this treaty, I will help the students see how the Chippewa Indians avoided removal from Wisconsin because of these treaties.  Then the students will compare the land cession map to a map of reservations in Wisconsin and discuss how the land size affected the Indian’s way of life. 

Resources:  Classroom Activities on Chippewa Treaty Rights


        Chippewa Treaty Rights:  The Reserved Rights of Wisconsin’s Chippewa 




  Indians in Historical Perspective by Ronald N. Satz

Day 7


As a final review of this unit, I will show the entire power point presentation having the students try to recall the points for each treaty.  To check their understanding of the material presented, they will complete a short quiz, answering several multiple choice/true and false questions (see separate attachment) and one of the following three questions:

1. Were the Chippewa Indians treated fairly in the treaty making process? 
2. What were some of the problems encountered by both sides during the treaty making process?

3. How was the way of life changed for the Chippewa following the Treaties of 1837 and 1842?


I created this unit to include information on treaties in our 4th grade curriculum.  However, I plan to include several other topics from the summer institute in my future teaching.

Such as:


The ideas in The Middle Ground fascinated me and I will use them as background for my students.  While some of the practices of the day were a little more than my fourth graders could handle, I think it is important that they understand that the Indians did not live peacefully before the newcomers appeared on the scene.  There were conflicts between Indian tribes.  The newcomers and the Indians used whatever means available to them to get what they wanted or needed.  While their beliefs and ideas often differed, they found ways to communicate, trade and live with each other. 

When I teach about the Wisconsin Territory, I plan to show the students the territorial seal and have them compare it to the state seal.


I want to be sure that my teaching does not leave the Indians in the wigwams, but rather brings them into the 21st century.  The students will learn about other topic such as boarding schools, Sandy Lake (Wisconsin Death March), and spear fishing issues through additional reading of books, posters, and periodicals within the classroom.
