Rosemary Broeren 

Indian Boarding School Project

5th Grade

I am very pleased with this Indian Boarding School project for my 5th graders. I developed it to really fit the needs of my curriculum, students, and school day, as well as the parameters of this class. It is in a format that will well-suit the Guided Reading project  centers we are charged with incorporating this school year.

This project has as its base being an extension of the basal story we do early in the school year on the orphan trains. Both of these eras overlap in our country’s history. I am purchasing 6 copies of the book Children of the Indian Boarding Schools , by Holly Littlefield, 2001, Carolrhoda Books, Inc. for my classroom library. Students will read this after reading the Orphan Train Story and begin their study of the Boarding School era as note-taking and a comparing/contrasting activity. There is also a small group activity.

Primary and secondary sources are part of the Standards and part of our Social Studies. This project has many opportunities for students to respond to both. I have mounted and laminated 20 photos from the Littlefield book and from Paths of the People. There are opportunities for students to analyze both what they see and what they don’t see in the picture(s) chosen. This will serve as a good base to be discriminating when viewing any historical photograph.

There is a map making activity for placing the location of boarding schools in Wisconsin. 

This will also give practice with developing map keys.

The activity with the 1895 Milwaukee Sentinel article is an extension of the book and gives several opportunities to utilize higher level thinking skills. 

We also read about the Transcontinental Railroad and its importance in the growth of our country, and trains tie these two eras together, so I have incorporated another activity focusing on train travel. I will be reading “The School Days of an Indian Girl” from a 1900 Atlantic Monthly aloud to my class. It begins with a very vivid description of the train ride which takes her East to the Red Apple Country. This will give us lots of opportunity to experience this primary source story of life in the boarding school. I anticipate lots of lively discussion!

Finally, this project also requires students to respond to a poem and to write a poem about some aspect of the boarding school experience. Our school’s 5th grade classes have a poetry contest each year. This year’s focus will be historical-based poems. How perfect!

There will also be a follow-up writing assignment to give students further practice in letter writing. They will write a letter to their “parents” from their boarding school.
I also plan on sharing the photos that I took on our field trip about the Ojibwas way of life so we can discuss and student could work on synthesizing that this was the culture that the government wanted to kill off. Were they successful? What were the effects of the Boarding School? Are they still being felt now?

FROM MAMA TO PARKVIEW. . .

We were charged with taking the Indian out of the wigwam – and I believe that this project does that. It takes the native population beyond what our text does with its two chapters on the native peoples. Fifth graders will definitely relate with be taken from their homes and housed at school. It will also give me the opportunity to present the Dawes Act of 1887, which will allow students to see and hear parts of a historical document
that go beyond the “biggies” (Declaration of Independence, Constitution). That word assimilation will be learned and will undoubtedly serve us well as we go throughout the school year. 
It was a goal of class to affect change within our classroom and this project gets me into it pretty early on. Our curriculum drives our school day and it is very hard to bring anything “new” in without sacrificing what “has to be done.” I have taken classes in the past and worked on final projects that have not been tried in the classroom because there just isn’t enough time in the day—or the school year, for it. This project, however, fits my goal of bringing more social studies into the literacy block by having individual/small group centers with a social studies theme more often than not. This is the way I determined is best for me as I struggle to incorporate this Guided Reading directive for this school year. It may have even become a model that I can share with other 5th grade teachers. 
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