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Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) History

The Great Depression and the Civilian Conservation Corps,

A New Look.
Unit Description:
In response to the Great Depression, President Franklin D. Roosevelt created the Civilian Conservation Corps to reduce unemployment, especially among young men; and to preserve the nation's natural resources. For example many CCC projects centered on forestry, flood control, prevention of soil erosion, and fighting forest fires. The impact of this New Deal program reached far beyond those specific goals however.  This 5 Lesson Depression Unit will view this difficult time through the focused lens of the Civilian Conservation Corps. (CCC)   These lessons will address the larger national themes of Relief, Recovery and Reform, New Deal Race Relations, Agricultural and Environmental Crisis, and American Culture during the Depression.  

The CCC operated in cooperation with and under the technical supervision of the War Department, the Department of the Interior, the Department of Agriculture, and the Department of Labor. Other agencies such as the Office of Education and the United States Veterans Administration also played a role. Nationwide camps were established primarily for young men, but were also established for U.S. Military Veterans, (in response to the Bonus Army march on Washington in 1932) as well as “Colored Camps” for African Americans. As the CCC continued to develop, one group was conspicuously absent from the ranks of most relief programs, namely women.  The appreciation of the need for relief jobs for women was not very high on the “New Dealers” list, save one, Eleanor Roosevelt.  “From the earliest discussions of the CCC, she championed the cause of adding the estimated 200,000 homeless women to the CCC to work in tree “nurseries,” perhaps shrewdly sexist, but well intentioned.  She eventually met with Francis Perkins, Roosevelt’s Secretary of Labor, but nothing came of it.  Eventually, the Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA) and the Works Progress Administration (WPA) would establish relief programs for unemployed women referred to as “She-She-She” work camps, the CCC remained all male.


It is interesting to note that these camps had significant local economic impact as well.  Whether it involved the purchase of needed supplies, the enrolling of local men, or the hiring of Local Experienced Men (LEM’s), primarily unemployed local woodsmen, the impact was both significant and long term. From 1933 through 1942, the CCC assigned nearly 165,000 men to 128 camps throughout Wisconsin, planting nearly three billion trees, some 265 million of them in Wisconsin.
Within four months after America entered World Was II, 90% of CCC men joined the Armed Services and continued their contribution to their country. 
All necessary elements are included in this unit and are available through the Center for History Teaching and Learning Website, www.uwec.edu./chtl/, so teachers are not required to do extra work in order to teach it.  There are a variety of resources and exercises providing teachers with numerous options.  This unit, though designed for a high school U.S. history class, is easily adaptable for a variety of grade levels simply by selecting the desired sources to analyze and by changing the amount of guidance for the activities.
Additional  New Deal and Depression Resources.
The New Deal Network   
  http://newdeal.feri.org/index.htm
This is one of the best all around sources for information on the New Deal and the Great Depression.  The New Deal Network is an educational guide to the Great Depression of the 1930s. 
Library of Congress 

http://www.loc.gov/index.html
America from the Great Depression to World War Two:  Black and White photographs from the FSA and OWA.   

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/fsahtml/fahome.html
The black-and-white photographs of the Farm Security Administration-Office of War Information Collection are a landmark in the history of documentary photography. The images show Americans at home, at work, and at play, with an emphasis on rural and small-town life and the adverse effects of the Great Depression, the Dust Bowl, and increasing farm mechanization. Some of the most famous images portray people who were displaced from farms and migrated West or to industrial cities in search of work.
Digital History 

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/
Pictures, documents…other great primary source material.

Learn About the Great Depression

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/modules/great_depression/index.cfm
This is a Great website including Maps, Images, Timelines, and Fact Sheets. 
Wisconsin Social Studies, Standard B: History
Performance Standards - Grade 12

http://dpi.wi.gov/standards/ssb12.html
B.12.1 Explain different points of view on the same historical event, using data gathered from various sources, such as letters, journals, diaries, newspapers, government documents, and speeches 
B.12.2 Analyze primary and secondary sources related to a historical question to evaluate their relevance, make comparisons, integrate new information with prior knowledge, and come to a reasoned conclusion 

B.12.4 Assess the validity of different interpretations of significant historical events 

B.12.5 Gather various types of historical evidence, including visual and quantitative data, to analyze issues of freedom and equality, liberty and order, region and nation, individual and community, law and conscience, diversity and civic duty; form a reasoned conclusion in the light of other possible conclusions; and develop a coherent argument in the light of other possible arguments 

B.12.6 Select and analyze various documents that have influenced the legal, political, and constitutional heritage of the United States 

U.S Historical Era and Themes:
Prosperity, Depression, and the New Deal, 1920-1941. The focus of this unit will be to use the Civilian Conservation as the lens through which the some of the more general themes of the Dust Bowl and Great Depression can be viewed.  Those themes include….

1.) Relief, Recovery, Reform.  The Civilian Conservation Corps as an example of one aspect of Roosevelt’s New Deal attempt to end the Depression and reduce the potential for future Depressions.
2.) New Deal Race Relations.  African Americans in the CCC.  The Civilian Conservation Corps race relations record and the New Deal record on help to minorities.

3.) Agricultural and Environmental Crisis.  The CCC battles against nature to prevent wind and water erosion as well as a restoration and preservation of the environment.
4.) American Culture during the Depression.  CCC Camp Newspapers and their reflection of American Culture
Teacher Unit Resources:

 Lesson 1: My Days in the Civilian Conservation Corps
1. In Their Words, Minnesota’s Greatest Generation http://stories.mnhs.org/mgg/index.html


(homepage URL)

2. The Civilian Conservation Corps Experience   http://stories.mnhs.org/stories/mgg/scene.do?id=2
(lesson URL)
3.   Camp Perkinstown PowerPoint    This PPT provides general information 

about Camp Perkinstown, Company 1692 Wisconsin CCC Camp

All necessary elements are included in this unit and are available through the Center for History Teaching and Learning Website, www.uwec.edu./chtl/
4. R. John Buskowiak: I Just Loved It http://stories.mnhs.org/stories/mgg/story.do?id=17
(lesson URL)
5. Minnesotan veterans of the CCC.   http://stories.mnhs.org/stories/mgg/lesson.do?id=8
(lesson URL)
6. Map of the Sparta District of the CCC, Sixth Corps Area http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/       


(homepage URL)

http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/u?/tp,27884 

(lesson URL)
Lesson 2: African Americans and the CCC
Teacher Resources and Websites:
The New Deal Network  

(General Information Resource)

http://newdeal.feri.org/index.htm
African Americans in the CCC  
(General Information Resource)

http://newdeal.feri.org/aaccc/index.htm
This lesson is a modified version of the lesson linked here.
http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=768   
(homepage URL)

The following documents will be used in the class activity.

1.)
Civilian Conservation Corps Photographs of African American Enrollees

http://newdeal.feri.org/aaccc/photos.htm


(lesson URL)

2.)
CCC Youth Refuses to Fan Flies Off Officer; Is Fired

http://newdeal.feri.org/aaccc/aaccc02.htm


(lesson URL)

3).
A Negro in the CCC
http://newdeal.feri.org/aaccc/aaccc01.htm


(lesson URL)

4.) 
Harold Ickes to Robert Fechner, 20 September 1935

http://newdeal.feri.org/aaccc/aaccc06.htm


(lesson URL)
5.)
Robert Fechner to Thomas L. Griffith, 21 September 1935


http://newdeal.feri.org/aaccc/aaccc04.htm


(lesson URL)

6.)
FDR to Robert Fechner, 27 September 1935


http://newdeal.feri.org/aaccc/aaccc07.htm


(lesson URL)

7.)
Robert Fechner to Robert J. Buckley, 4 June 1936

http://newdeal.feri.org/aaccc/aaccc05.htm


(lesson URL)

8.)
CCC and Colored Youth

http://newdeal.feri.org/aaccc/aaccc03.htm


(lesson URL)

Lesson 3: The Environmental Crisis and the Great Depression
Teacher Resources and Websites:
Surviving the Dust Bowl

(General Information Resource)

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/dustbowl/
Voices from the Dust Bowl

(General Information Resource)

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/afctshtml/tshome.htm
Dust Bowl Photographs

(General Information Resource)

http://www.weru.ksu.edu/new_weru/multimedia/dustbowl/dustbowlpics.html
1.
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/ 



(homepage URL)
Wisconsin’s Soil Conservation Service (SCS) Camps
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/feature/anniversaryccc/ccc_camp_listing.htm







(lesson URL)

2.
Map of SCS – CCC Camps   
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/feature/images/ccc_camps_map.jpg







(lesson URL)

3.
Accomplishments of the SCS – CCC 1934-1941   .

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/feature/anniversaryccc/ccc_table_accomplishments.pdf








(lesson URL)

4.
Wisconsin’s Example  
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/ABOUT/history/articles/ccc.html







(lesson URL)

5.
YouTube Clips:  

(General Information Resources)
President Visits Foresters at CCC Camp 1933/08/14 (1933)

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3SdvYOHKyU4
The Great Depression, Displaced Mountaineers, and the C.C.C.

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jvbTwxdbvE
The CCC Boys, part 1

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TQ2BkeNUDRQ&feature=related
The CCC Boys, part 2

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojiuQJt18pw&feature=related
6.
Hugh Hammond Bennett Quotes 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/




(homepage URL)
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/about/history/quotes.html
(lesson URL)
7.
The Upper Midwest "Driftless Zone" (Also known as "Driftless Area" or "Un-glaciated Area") (Map)

http://lwcd.org/driftless_area.htm
Lesson 4:  American Culture and the Great Depression

Teacher Resources and Websites:
1.
http://digilab.browardlibrary.org/cdm4/about.php
(homepage URL)
Wisconsin CCC Newspapers

The Voice of 1610, Camp Connors Lake, Phillips Wisconsin

http://digilab.browardlibrary.org/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/ccc&CISOPTR=1675&REC=13




(lesson URL)
The Rusketeer, Camp Rusk, Glen Flora, Wisconsin

http://digilab.browardlibrary.org/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/ccc&CISOPTR=1087&REC=12




(lesson URL)
The Nu-Wud-Nus, Camp New Wood, Merrill, Wisconsin

http://digilab.browardlibrary.org/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/ccc&CISOPTR=2585&REC=9




(lesson URL)
2.
 CCC Newspapers Outside Wisconsin
Camp Tallahalla News, Newton, Mississippi
http://content.lib.utah.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/USHS_ccc&CISOPTR=809&REC=9




(lesson URL)
Woodland Whispers, Camp 138 Morris, Pennsylvania

http://digilab.browardlibrary.org/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/ccc&CISOPTR=1186&REC=8




(lesson URL)
High Lights, Headquarters Company, Fort Brady Michigan

http://digilab.browardlibrary.org/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/ccc&CISOPTR=2598&REC=18




(lesson URL)
Toledo Sector News, Bowling Green, Ohio

http://digilab.browardlibrary.org/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/ccc&CISOPTR=1101&REC=16




(lesson URL)
The Grapevine, Company 1770, Pacific, Missouri

http://digilab.browardlibrary.org/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/ccc&CISOPTR=2442&REC=4




(lesson URL)

3.
Additional CCC Cultural Websites:
Hysterical History of the CCC, 1934   CCC Cartoons

http://content.lib.utah.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/USHS_ccc&CISOPTR=1965&REC=2




(lesson URL)

Songs of Company 252

http://digilab.browardlibrary.org/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/ccc&CISOPTR=751&REC=20




(lesson URL)

Book of Menu Suggestions and Recipes for the CCC

http://digilab.browardlibrary.org/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/ccc&CISOPTR=423&REC=13




(lesson URL)
4.  
Document analysis worksheet

http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/turningpoints/pdfs/documentanalysisw    
orksheet.pdf

Lesson 5: The CCC and New Deal Recovery and Reform
Teacher Resources and Websites:
1.
http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/ccc/ccc5.htm
2.
http://ccclegacy.org/





(homepage URL)

3.
http://ccclegacy.org/ccc_facts.htm
`


(lesson URL)
4.
http://ccclegacy.org/CCC_brief_history.htm

(lesson URL)

5.
http://ccclegacy.org/modern_service_corps.htm

(lesson URL)

6.
http://ccclegacy.org/uncle_sam_&_ccc.htm

(lesson URL)
Lesson Plans

Lesson #1
Title: 
My Days in the Civilian Conservation Corps

Lesson Goal:  

This lesson addresses the theme of Relief, Recovery and Reform.  The major goal of this lesson is to introduce the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) by looking specifically at individuals who were in the camps in an effort to find out who they were, why they enrolled and what they did during their enrollment.  The CCC is a classic example of government Relief in the form of a works project, more specifically hiring men to do jobs that would not get done due to the economic crisis.  The CCC helped the country to Recover economically by employing millions of young men and pumping billions of dollars into state and local economies.  The CCC also offered Reform in the areas of soil and water conservation, wildlife management and forestry.

Lesson Focus:  

This lesson will focus initially on developing a general understanding of the specifics of the New Deal program know as the Civilian Conservation Corps.  A review of the CCC PowerPoint on Camp Perkinstown will give the student an understanding of the how the1692nd was created, organized, and run.  After a baseline of knowledge is established the focus will shift to the impact of the camp on the individuals who were there.  

Lesson Resources:  

In There Words, Minnesota’s Greatest Generation http://stories.mnhs.org/mgg/index.html
R. John Buskowiak: I Just Loved It

http://stories.mnhs.org/stories/mgg/story.do?id=17
DVD player
PowerPoint of Camp Perkinstown (On Center for History Teaching and Learning website) CHTL; Good for general background on CCC camps.
This activity introduces students to the Civilian Conservation Corps through artifacts and memories shared by real veterans of the CCC, which was a work camp for young men in the 1930s. You’ll have a chance to learn about the CCC, and look at some of the things that young men brought with them when they enlisted.  

http://stories.mnhs.org/stories/mgg/lesson.do?id=8
This site lists the CCC Camp Project Company Number, Date the Camp was Established, Nearest Railroad, Nearest Post Office, and a Location Reference for every CCC camp in Wisconsin from 1933 – 1942.
http://www.cccalumni.org/states/wisconsin1.html
Map of the Sparta District of the CCC, Sixth Corps Area

http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/tp&CISOPTR=28084&CISOSHOW=27884
Procedures:
1. Teacher introduces the topic by viewing and discussing the Camp Perkinstown PPT.  
2. Students read either the biography of John Buskowiak or Alfred Nelson http://stories.mnhs.org/stories/mgg/story.do?id=17 and pair up to discuss what life must have been like in the CCC camps.
3. CCC Trunk   http://stories.mnhs.org/stories/mgg/intro.do?id=5  classroom activity.

Ask students to imagine life in the CCC, and think back to the introductory class conversation. Direct students to the interactive CCC trunk. Students will need to click the mouse on the "Learn More" caption under the photograph of the trunk to launch the interactive flash movie. Show them that they can click on the trunk at any time during the audio to open it and explore its lid, drawer and base. Many of the items in each trunk section are also interactive. Encourage the students to listen to the audio, much of which is narration by John Buskowiak, the trunk’s owner.
Letter Writing Assessment:
Students will be assigned the task of writing a letter as though they were                                                          enrolled in a CCC camp.  The letter should focus on their daily activities and items seen in the CCC trunk, as well as what they like or dislike about the camps.

Content Goal:

· The student will interpret the historic and personal significance of historic artifacts from the CCC trunk and relate that importance in writing.

Skill Goal:

· This letter writing assignment will develop student ability to express in written form


Teacher Notes:
This assessment is designed to get the students to inspect and evaluate the specific artifacts that may be found in a CCC enrollee’s trunk.  Notice in particular, the style of uniforms, (different from the military) tools, documents and other items they may have had.  What do these things tell us about the daily existence of these men?
Map Assessment:
Provide students with a list of the Camps around the state and have them place these camps on the map along with the type of camp that they were and when they were created.  Analyzing the various roles of the camps depending on where they were located…
Content Goal:
· Students will develop an understanding of which types of camps were located in what areas of the state. 
Skill Goal:


· Students will develop map reading skills by placing the CCC camps in the correct locations on the state map provided.  
Teacher Notes:

This assessment is designed to get the student to appreciate the diversity of the camps and the vastness of the undertaking.  It will also help them to identify camps in their proximity and establish a local connection.  This can also be used to identify the different roles of these camps as established throughout the state.
Lesson Plans

Lesson #2

Title:  African-Americans and the CCC

Lesson Goal:  

This lesson addresses Unit Theme #2, New Deal Race Relations, and African Americans in the CCC.  The major goal of this lesson is to analyze the role FDR and CCC played in the struggle for equal rights and opportunities for African Americans.  The Civilian Conservation Corps provided more than a quarter of a million young black men with jobs and was consequently another arena in which the black community waged the struggle for greater equality. 

Lesson Focus:  

This lesson explores that struggle and its implications for the New Deal's impact on American society; it examines a series of documents written by New Deal officials, including the President that concerned black CCC workers. It also considers documents that present the CCC from the perspective of black participants and observers. Drawing on other background readings and the diversity of views that these documents reflect, students will analyze the impact of this New Deal program on race relations in America and assess the role played by the New Deal in changing them. While Wisconsin had no “Colored” camps, Illinois, with a larger African American population had 11 “Colored” CCC camps that were directed by white officers.

Lesson Resources:  

Web access and computer lab access or Computer Projector

or hard copies of  the following documents….

This lesson is a modified version of the lesson linked here.

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=768
The New Deal Network  

http://newdeal.feri.org/index.htm
African Americans in the CCC  
http://newdeal.feri.org/aaccc/index.htm
In the early years of the CCC some camps were integrated, but prompted by local complaints and the views of the US Army and CCC administrators, integrated CCC camps were disbanded in July, 1935, when CCC Director Robert Fechner issued a directive ordering the "complete segregation of colored and white enrollees." While the law establishing the CCC contained a clause outlawing discrimination based upon race; the CCC held that "segregation is not discrimination" Although the CCC's Jim Crow policy prompted complaints from black and white civil rights activists, segregation remained the rule throughout the life of the CCC.

The following documents will be used in the class activity.

1.)
Civilian Conservation Corps Photographs of African American Enrollees

http://newdeal.feri.org/aaccc/photos.htm
The photographs were digitally scanned from the records of the Civilian Conservation Corps, in the National Archives.  The captions are those that accompanied the original photographs.

2.)
CCC Youth Refuses to Fan Flies Off Officer; Is Fired

http://newdeal.feri.org/aaccc/aaccc02.htm
The story is an interesting one, illustrating as it does some of the difficulties confronting young Negroes in the forestry service officered largely by white Southerners, as well as the Willingness of the administration to do justice when pressed for action.

3).
A Negro in the CCC
http://newdeal.feri.org/aaccc/aaccc01.htm


The author is a New Yorker and gives here a first hand picture of CCC life.
4.) 
Harold Ickes to Robert Fechner, 20 September 1935

http://newdeal.feri.org/aaccc/aaccc06.htm
Letter from the Secretary of the Interior Harold Ickes to Fechner, head of CCC.

5.)
Robert Fechner to Thomas L. Griffith, 21 September 1935


http://newdeal.feri.org/aaccc/aaccc04.htm
Letter from Fechner to Mr. Thomas L. Griffith, Jr. President of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.

6.)
FDR to Robert Fechner, 27 September 1935


http://newdeal.feri.org/aaccc/aaccc07.htm

Describes FDR’s attitude toward integration in the CCC.

7.)
Robert Fechner to Robert J. Buckley, 4 June 1936

http://newdeal.feri.org/aaccc/aaccc05.htm
Letter to two Senators defending the CCC and its racial policies.  

8.)
WHAT THE CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS (CCC) IS DOING FOR COLORED YOUTH

http://newdeal.feri.org/aaccc/aaccc03.htm
Official report of the CCC from the Government Printing Office.

Procedures:
In Class: The teacher should lead the students in a discussion of these documents. The discussion can start with separate consideration of each document and the accompanying questions, or it can consider all documents together. 

In either case, the teacher should encourage students to evaluate not only the role of the federal government in general, but also the role of different government officials and thus the different approaches that existed within the Roosevelt Administration. The teacher should also encourage students to discuss other questions or issues that the documents may raise. Examples include: 

· To what extent can the federal government as a whole be held responsible for the racist behavior and attitudes of locally hired government officials? 

· How should a federal policy be implemented when federal officials differ in their understanding of that policy especially when applied to as in this case racial integration? 

· Do you think that some blacks employed by the CCC preferred to work in segregated units? Why? Why not?

Assessment:
Content Goal:

This lesson will provide students with and in-depth look at the racism that existed at all levels of American society in the 1930’s by focusing on the segregation found within the CCC.
Skills Goal:
Students will work on improving their written communication skills within this   exercise.

Students will be assigned the following essay question:

To what extent did the treatment of African Americans in the CCC represent a growing commitment on the part of the federal government to combat racial discrimination and empower the black community?

Teacher Notes:
It is vitally important to address these questions from both the context of the day, and comparing that context with today’s reality.  What was the reality of the larger society toward racial integration during the 1930’s??  Jim Crow was still alive and well!  What about the military?  That wouldn’t be integrated until post- WWII. 
Lesson Plans

Lesson #3
Title:  The Environmental Crisis of the Great Depression

Lesson Goals:  

This lesson will address Unit Theme #3, Agricultural and Environmental Crisis.  
This lesson will analyze the attempts made by the CCC and the newly created Soil Conservation Service (SCS) to battle against nature to prevent wind and water erosion as well as a restoration and preservation of the environment.  
Lesson Focus:  

Wisconsin led the way in establishing a new vision for soil conservation during the Depression.  The Coon Valley project, characterized by the narrow, steep valleys of southwestern Wisconsin's Driftless area, illustrated how the CCC broadened the scope of soil conservation activities.  An analysis of what they did and how they did it will help students to understand the long term impact the soil conservation policies still impact the region today.  A comparative analysis can be made with the multitude of information on the more widely studied Dust Bowl.  The following websites may be useful for this purpose.

Surviving the Dust Bowl

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/dustbowl/
Voices from the Dust Bowl

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/afctshtml/tshome.htm
Dust Bowl Photographs

http://www.weru.ksu.edu/new_weru/multimedia/dustbowl/dustbowlpics.html
Teacher Resources:

Early History of the CCC and Soil Erosion Service

In September of 1933, a soil scientist in the Bureau of Chemistry and Soils Hugh Hammond Bennett was selected to direct a new agency -- the Soil Erosion Service (SES) in the Department of the Interior.  Bennett had been supervising a group of soil conservation experiment stations in soil erosion problem areas.  He proposed to establish watershed-based demonstration projects near the research stations where the new agency could utilize the information from the stations to demonstrate the practicability of using soil and water conservation methods.  He knew that the work of CCC enrollees could be invaluable in convincing the cash-strapped farmers during the Depression to try new methods that required some labor to install.  The CCC allotted 22 camps, far fewer than had been requested, to the Soil Erosion Service for the third camp period, April 1-September 30, 1934, and then extended them for the fourth enrollment period October 1, 1934 – March 31, 1935. Another 17 camps were assigned, making a total of 51 camps for the fourth period.  Practically all of these camps were located on the demonstration project work areas.  As the drought deepened, another 18 camps were assigned to SES specifically for drought relief work.

Soil Conservation Service
The successful demonstration during the period September 1933 to April 1935 increased the support for a national soil conservation policy and program. When the act of April 27, 1935, created the Soil Conservation Service in the U. S. Department of Agriculture, Congress provided more funds and the new Service expanded its operations nationwide. In fiscal year 1937, SCS supervised the work of an average 70,000 enrollees occupying 440 camps. Ninety percent of the camps worked not on a watershed-based demonstration project but in a 25,000 acre work area. 

As local communities began organizing soil conservation districts and signing cooperative agreements with USDA in 1937, SCS began supplying a CCC camp to further each district's conservation program. During the life of CCC, SCS supervised the work of more than 800 of the 4,500 camps. African-American enrollees worked in more than 100 of those camps.

Wisconsin’s Soil Conservation Service (SCS) Camps
Wisconsin’s Soil Conservation Service Camps were located in the following counties…Vernon WI-SCS-1  Crawford WI-SCS-2  Pierce WI-SCS-3  Lafayette WI-SCS-4  Pepin WI-SCS-5  Vernon WI-SCS-6  La Crosse WI-SCS-7  Trempealeau WI-SCS-8  Sauk WI-SCS-9  Grant WI-SCS-10  Dane WI-SCS-11  Richland WI-SCS-12  Jackson WI-SCS-13  Trempealeau WI-SCS-14  Buffalo WI-SCS-15  Grant WI-SCS-16  La Crosse WI-SCS-17  Dunn WI-SCS-18  Buffalo WI-SCS-19  Vernon WI-SCS-20  Iowa WI-SCS-21  Trempealeau WI-SCS-22  Jackson WI-SCS-23

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/feature/anniversaryccc/ccc_camp_listing.htm
Map of SCS – CCC Camps   The Soil Conservation Service became part of the U. S. Department of Agriculture, in 440 camps nationwide.
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/feature/images/ccc_camps_map.jpg
Accomplishments of the SCS – CCC 1934-1941   This website provides s summary of major work accomplishments of SCS-CCC Program 1934-1941.

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/feature/anniversaryccc/ccc_table_accomplishments.pdf
Wisconsin’s Example   The Coon Valley project, characterized by the narrow, steep valleys of southwestern Wisconsin's Drift-less area, illustrated how Bennett and the CCC broadened the scope of soil conservation activities.
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/ABOUT/history/articles/ccc.html
The Civilian Conservation Corps: Demonstrating the Value of Soil Conservation

Coon Valley Leads the Way!!
In May 1934, Fred Morrell, in charge of CCC work for the Forest Service, visited Coon Valley, Wisconsin, which was destined to become one of the most successful demonstration projects. There he found Ray Davis, director of the project, ready to use the "camps to further any and all parts of their program...to demonstrate proper farm management to control sheet erosion." What Bennett and Davis had in mind for Coon Valley and other areas went far beyond simply plugging gullies, planting trees, and building terrace outlets.

The Coon Valley project, characterized by the narrow, steep valleys of southwestern Wisconsin's Drift-less area, illustrated how Bennett and the CCC broadened the scope of soil conservation activities. Through the winter of 1933-1934, erosion specialists on Davis' staff contacted farmers to arrange five-year cooperative agreements. Many of the agreements obligated SES to supply CCC labor as well as fertilizer, lime, and seed. Farmers agreed to follow recommendations for strip-cropping, crop rotations, rearrangement of fields, and conversion of steep cropland to pasture or woodland. Alfalfa was a major element in the strip-cropping. Farmers were interested in alfalfa, but the cost of seed, fertilizer, and lime to establish plantings had been a problem during the Depression (13).

Another key erosion-reducing strategy was increasing the soil's water-absorbing capacity by lengthening the crop rotation and keeping the hay in strip-cropping in place longer. A typical three-year rotation had been corn, small grain, then hay (timothy and red clover). Conservationists advised farmers to follow a four- to six-year rotation of corn, small grain, and hay (alfalfa mixed with clover or timothy) for two to four years.

Grazing of woodlands had contributed to increased cropland erosion. Trampling soil and stripping groundcover reduced the forest's capacity to hold rainfall and increased erosion on fields down-slope. Moreover, grazing slowed the growth of trees while providing little feed for cows. Most of the cooperative agreements provided that the woodlands would not be grazed if CCC crews fenced them off and planted seedlings where needed.

SES also tried to control gullying, especially when gullies hindered farming operations.

Stream-bank erosion presented another problem. While the conservation measures on cropland would ultimately reduce sediment flowing into Coon Creek, stream-bank erosion was still a problem. The young CCC'ers built wing dams, laid willow matting, and planted willows.

In the area of wildlife enhancement, workers established some feeding stations to carry birds through winter. But generally the schemes to increase wildlife populations were of a more enduring nature. Gullies and out-of-the-way places that could not be farmed conveniently served as prime wildlife planting areas. Some farmers agreed to plant hedges for wildlife that also served as permanent guides to contour strip-cropping. Insofar as possible, trees selected for reforested areas were also ones that provided good wildlife habitat (13).

Between the fall of 1933 and June 1935, 418 of the valley's 800 farmers signed cooperative agreements. Aerial photo-graphs revealed that long after the demonstration project closed, additional farmers began strip-cropping. From Coon Valley, this practice spread during the 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s into adjacent valleys of the Drift-less area (15). To James G. Lindley, head of CCC operations for Bennett, this dissemination was the "sincerest form of flattery."

Conclusion:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/ABOUT/history/articles/ccc.html
In retrospect, the material accomplishments of CCC activities, while important, seem less important than the educational experience for conservation. The work of the CCC crews was valuable to Bennett in proving the validity of his ideas about the benefits of concentrated conservation treatment of an entire watershed. The large-scale approach also permitted experimentation. Few of the conservationists' techniques were new, but the process of fitting them together was. The work led to the refinement and improvement of conservation measures still used today.

This experience, among both SCS staff and the enrollees, provided a trained, technical core of workers for SCS for years to come. Former enrollees joined the staff and during the early years, CCC funds provided for nearly half of the agency's workforce. In addition to contributing to the passage of the Soil Conservation Act of 1935, the CCC also was instrumental in helping the soil conservation district movement off to a healthy start. When the states began enacting soil conservation district laws in 1937, it came as no surprise to the SCS field force that the first districts were organized near CCC camp work areas.

CCC's real contribution, however, lay in proving the feasibility of conservation. The positive public attitude associated with CCC work, including soil conservation, helped to create an atmosphere in which soil conservation was regarded, at least in part, as a public responsibility.
Lesson Resources:  

Web access and computer lab access or Computer Projector

or hard copies of  the following documents….

YouTube Clips:

President Visits Foresters at CCC Camp 1933/08/14 (1933)

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3SdvYOHKyU4
FDR dines with enrollees at Mountain Retreat.

The Great Depression, Displaced Mountaineers, and the C.C.C.

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jvbTwxdbvE
Video of photos and the CCC fight to save the environment.
The CCC Boys, part 1

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TQ2BkeNUDRQ&feature=related
Video of actual CCC work and interviews of enrollees.
The CCC Boys, part 2

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojiuQJt18pw&feature=related
Continuation of the CCC work video and interviews

Hugh Hammond Bennett Quotes 
Hugh Hammond Bennett led the soil conservation movement in the United States in the 1920s and 1930s, urged the nation to address the "national menace" of soil erosion, and created a new federal agency and served as its first chief — the Soil Conservation Service, now the Natural Resources Conservation Service in the U.S. Department of Agriculture. He is considered today to be the father of soil conservation.
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/about/history/quotes.html
Procedures:
In Class: The teacher should lead the students in a discussion of these topics beginning with viewing the YouTube clips or other media showing the impact of the Dust Bowl and the need for environmental protection and agricultural change.
A review of the early history of the CCC and its connection to conservation and the eventual development of the SCS is important to understanding the environmental movement in Wisconsin.

After showing the map of SCS-CCC camps in Wisconsin, a discussion should follow as to the location of these camps in the “Driftless” region of Wisconsin and why this would be an extremely sensitive environmental area and in need of soil conservation. 

The Upper Midwest "Driftless Zone" (Also known as "Driftless Area" or "Un-glaciated Area") (Map)
http://lwcd.org/driftless_area.htm
A review of the accomplishments of the SCS-CCC camps will highlight the impact of this program on the nation’s environment.  See teacher resources above.
Assessment:
Content Goal:

Students will develop a deeper understanding of the work of one of the most influential leaders in the conservation movement in the 1930’s.
Skill Goal:

Student analysis of quotes and subsequent written interpretations of those quotes will help to improve both analytical and written skills. 

Students will be given a copy of Hugh Hammond Bennet Quotes (see teacher resources) from which they are to select 3 of these quotes to analyze in paragraph format.  This analysis is to include:  


· Date of the Quote?

· Title of the Speech?

· For what audience was the speech written?

· What was the Bennet’s goal in using this quote?

· How did this quote reflect the larger conservation picture?


Teacher Notes:

It is important that the teacher emphasize that the Dust Bowl, while an extremely important part of the environmental crisis facing the country was not the only one. The problems facing the “Cut-Over” region of Northern Wisconsin, namely forest fires, and the erosion problems of the “Driftless” region of South Western Wisconsin posed a much more immediate threat to the environment here.  
Lesson Plans

Lesson #4

Title: 
American Culture during the Depression

Lesson Goal:  

This lesson will address the fourth Unit Theme American Culture During the Depression.  Through the analysis of CCC newspapers and the creation of student generated papers insight will be gained as to the topics of interest to American culture during the Depression through the eyes of these young men in the CCC Camps.  

Lesson Focus:  

This lesson will focus on American culture as it was seen through the writers of the CCC camp newspapers.  By analyzing these newspaper documents from around the country the students will get a first hand look into the issues of importance to the men of the CCC not only locally, but nationally as well.  They will also then be able to compare and contrast those “cultural themes” to those of today.

Teacher Resources:
Camp newspapers offered another form of entertainment.  Among the leisure activities pursued by some men was the publication of camp newspapers.   Sometimes undertaken by a Journalism class, the camp newspaper became an outlet for “journalistic” urges as well as a cheap and relatively clean form of camp entertainment.  The officially sanctioned newspaper of the CCC was entitled “Happy Days.”  “Though a private venture, the paper was officially authorized and effectively served as the semi-official voice of the CCC. It was widely circulated in all the camps. It was launched on May 20, 1933, when Volume 1, Number 1 appeared with twelve pages in a five-column printed format, about a month following the creation of the CCC.”
 Camp Perkinstown had its own “rag” entitled “The Chequamegon Forester.”  This newspaper appears pretty typical of the CCC papers I’ve seen.  The front page is devoted to “real” camp news, and in this first volume the new Company Commander is introduced.  Other sections include an editorial on sportsmanship, Words of Wisdom, Infamous Quotes from camp officials, Athletic results and reports (which made up the largest section), and an introspective article entitled ”How Can I Earn My Living?  “What Shall I Be?  What Is There To Be? 
  The camp newspapers have given use a unique look at camp life, one written in the words of the men themselves.

Lesson Resources:  

Web access or hard copies of the newspapers that follow….

CCC Newspaper Archive Websites:
Wisconsin CCC Newspapers

The Voice of 1610, Camp Connors Lake, Phillips Wisconsin

http://digilab.browardlibrary.org/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/ccc&CISOPTR=1675&REC=13
The Rusketeer, Camp Rusk, Glen Flora, Wisconsin

http://digilab.browardlibrary.org/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/ccc&CISOPTR=1087&REC=12
The Nu-Wud-Nus, Camp New Wood, Merrill, Wisconsin

http://digilab.browardlibrary.org/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/ccc&CISOPTR=2585&REC=9
 CCC Newspapers Outside Wisconsin
Camp Tallahalla News, Newton, Mississippi
http://content.lib.utah.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/USHS_ccc&CISOPTR=809&REC=9
Woodland Whispers, Camp 138 Morris, Pennsylvania

http://digilab.browardlibrary.org/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/ccc&CISOPTR=1186&REC=8
High Lights, Headquarters Company, Fort Brady Michigan

http://digilab.browardlibrary.org/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/ccc&CISOPTR=2598&REC=18
Toledo Sector News, Bowling Green, Ohio

http://digilab.browardlibrary.org/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/ccc&CISOPTR=1101&REC=16
The Grapevine, Company 1770, Pacific, Missouri

http://digilab.browardlibrary.org/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/ccc&CISOPTR=2442&REC=4
Additional CCC Cultural Websites:
Hysterical History of the CCC, 1934   CCC Cartoons

http://content.lib.utah.edu/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/USHS_ccc&CISOPTR=1965&REC=2
Songs of Company 252

http://digilab.browardlibrary.org/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/ccc&CISOPTR=751&REC=20
Book of Menu Suggestions and Recipes for the CCC

http://digilab.browardlibrary.org/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/ccc&CISOPTR=423&REC=13
Assessment: 
After the class discussion is over, students will be partnered and assigned one of the various CCC Camp newspapers.  During the remainder of the lesson students will be expected to discuss the various articles found in their particular newspaper paying particular attention to items of cultural interest…discussing cultural themes that appear to occur repeatedly within the various issues that they are analyzing.  From this discussion students are to complete the document analysis of their newspapers, giving examples where practicable, and comparing those cultural themes with cultural themes of today.

Content Goal:  Students will understand the history of the CCC camp newspapers and the roles they played.

Skills Goal:  
Students will develop systematic document analysis skills.  

Procedures:
Building on the previous three lessons, students will now investigate American culture in the Depression through the newspapers created in the CCC camps.  A discussion of the material found Heralds in New Deal America: Camp Newspapers of the Civilian Conservation Corps by Alfred Emile Cornebise, as linked above will give some fantastic background information as to the history of the CCC as well as to the creation of these camp newspapers.

Also included is a website of the Songs of Company 252, as well as a Book of Menu Suggestions and Recipes for the CCC, presented by Kelloggs, which could be used as additional lesson extensions.  See additional CCC Cultural Websites above.

Document Analysis Worksheet
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/turningpoints/pdfs/documentanalysisworksheet.pdf
Teacher Notes:
Further information on CCC camp newspapers can be gained from an extensive article entitled: Heralds in New Deal America: Camp Newspapers of the Civilian Conservation Corps by Alfred Emile Cornebise, Professor Emeritus, University of Northern Colorado. 
http://www.scripps.ohiou.edu/mediahistory/mhmjour2-1.htm
Lesson Plans

Lesson #5

Title: 
The CCC and New Deal Recovery and Reform

Lesson Goal:  

The unit theme that will be addressed is Relief, Recovery, Reform.  The Civilian Conservation Corps as an example of one aspect of Roosevelt’s New Deal attempt to end the Depression and reduce the potential for future Depressions. This final lesson of the unit will review the accomplishments of the CCC both intrinsic and concrete.  Secondly this lesson will also explore the transition of the CCC to the U.S. military at the onslaught of World War Two. 

Lesson Focus:  

By focusing on the evolution of the CCC and its accomplishments both physical and psychological its important to project these very same attributes to the New Deal as a whole, but there were also those at the time and more recent years who have criticized the CCC and the New Deal for a myriad reasons, usually complaining that these programs created a bloated Federal bureaucracy, were grossly inefficient and immensely expensive.  Whatever ones opinion on that topic is, the numbers speak for themselves, as do the biographies of those, whose lives where changed forever by the CCC.  This lesson will focus on:  


· The Impact of the CCC 

· CCC transition to the military.

Teacher Resources and Websites:
The Civilian Conservation Corps and the National Park Service: An Administrative History.  Overall Accomplishments 1933-1942.

http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/ccc/ccc5.htm
Civilian Conservation Corps Legacy
http://ccclegacy.org/ccc_facts.htm
The amount of work accomplished by the Civilian Conservation Corps program is still a benefit to our modern culture.  The staggering number of recorded tasks is generally surprising because it is hard to imagine such a massive conservation effort in nine years time.   

Duration of Program: April 5, 1933 to June 30, 1942
Nicknames: "Roosevelt's Tree Army", "Tree Troopers", "Soil Soldiers", "CCC", "Colossal College of Calluses"
Total Men Enrolled: 3,463,766
Juniors, Veterans and Native Americans Enrolled: 2,876,638
Territorial Enrollees: 50,000 (Estimated)
Non-Enrolled Personnel: 263,755
Average Enrollee: "18 - 19 years old, 147 pounds, 5'8 1/4" tall
Average Weight Gain of Enrollee in First 3 Months: 11.5 pounds
Well Known Actors Enrolled in CCC: Raymond Burr & Walter Matthau
Number of Illiterate Enrollees Taught to Read: More than 40,000
Average Number of Camps Operating in U.S. Per Year: 1,643
Total Number of Different Camps: 4,500
Highest Elevation of CCC Camp: 9,200 feet above sea level in Colorado
Lowest Elevation of CCC Camp: 270 feet below sea level, Death Valley, CA   Camp Locations: Every state in the Union, plus Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Is.
Total Cost: 3 billion dollars
Approximate Cost Per Enrollee Per Year for Food, Clothing, Overhead, and Allotments to Dependents: $1,000
Allotments to Dependents: $662,895,000
Number of People Directly Benefited From Enrollees' Checks: 12 to 15 million Value of Work in 1942 Dollars: 2 billion dollars
Miles of Roads Built: 125,000
Miles of Telephone Lines Strung: 89,000
Miles of Foot Trails Built: 13,100
Farmlands Benefited from Erosion Control Projects: 40 million acres
Stream and Lake Bank Protection: 154 million square yards
Range Re-vegetation: 814,000 acres
Fire fighting Days: More than 8 million
Number of Enrollees Who Died fighting Fires: 79
Overall Death Rate: 2.25 per thousand
State Parks Developed: 800
Public Campground Development: 52,000 acres
Mosquito Control: 248,000 acres
Number of Fish Stocked: 972 million
Historic Restoration: 3,980 structures
Number of Trees Planted: Between 2 and 3 billion
Number of Conservation Work Days: 7,135,000
Federal Departments Administering the Program: Agriculture, Interior, Labor, War
Total Number of Federal Government Agencies Participating in Some Capacity: 25
Unofficial Motto of the CCC: "WE CAN TAKE IT!
SOURCES: Stan Cohen, 1980 - The Tree Army. A Pictorial History of the Civilian Conservation Corps, 1933 - 1942. Pictorial Histories Publishing Co. Missoula, Montana
Fred E. Leake. 1982 Roosevelt’s Tree Army: A Brief History of the Civilian Conservation Corps, National Association of CCC Alumni St. Louis, Missouri
The prominently recognized facets of the CCC legacy cover a wide range of items.

http://ccclegacy.org/CCC_brief_history.htm
· Nearly Three Billion trees were planted to help reforest America  

· Modern tenants of conservation are an outgrowth of the conservation work begun by the CCC. 

· Forest fire fighting methods were developed under the CCC program to meet the needs of controlling wild fires that kept the land from healing and naturally restoring the watersheds.   

· The modern service corps http://ccclegacy.org/modern_service_corps.htm movement in America today is founded on the Corps concept of the CCC.  Nurtured by CCC alumni and their supporters, modern conservation corps are expanding and contributing to American youth and culture.  

· Constructed public roadways and buildings. Today citizens still drive on roadways built by the men of the CCC.  Vast expanses of public land are connected through scenic byways and fire trails.  Lodges, cabins, picnic pavilions, and many other recreational structures still stand as a testament to the craftsmanship and design of the CCC program.  One of the most recognizable examples of a scenic road in the central eastern United States is the Blue Ridge Parkway and Shenandoah National Park.  

· Soil conservation was taught to private citizen as well as implemented on government land. The dust bowl of the Great Plains hampered agricultural output for many years. 

· The development of the infrastructure of the outdoor recreational system is attributed to the CCC program.  Most state park systems we started through the CCC program with an estimated 800 parks constructed across the nation.  The National Parks and the National Forest systems received great benefit and still proclaim the vast legacy of CCC labor.   

· Built and operated fish hatcheries which replenished the species killed by unfavorable conservation practices. 

· Reintroduced wildlife to depleted area. In many areas wildlife was hard hit due to the devastation of their habitat.  Some camps we involved in research and many more were tasked with the reintroduction and monitoring of wildlife. 

· Military style camp life  http://ccclegacy.org/uncle_sam_&_ccc.htm  that supported the WWII manpower effort. 

· The boys supported their families by earning $30 monthly through the distribution of a $25 financial allotment to home. 

· Advanced the standard of living in surrounding communities due to the infusion of revenue amounting to as much as $5,000 a month. 

Procedures:
This lesson should begin with a discussion of the impact of the CCC on the country.  How did the CCC affect the country at the individual level?  Recall the biographies that were read and viewed in class.  In other words, how did the CCC offer Relief, Recovery and Reform to American citizens during the Great Depression?  Secondly have students read the list of accomplishments and choose those they feel were most important to America at the state and local level during the Depression. Discuss why these were the most important?  Lastly, transition the CCC discussion to how this program may have helped to prepare the country for World War Two the National level.  Lead students in a discussion of the overall costs and benefits of the CCC, and whether or not such a program would have a place in today’s America.

Assessment:
Student involvement in the classroom discussion known as a ”Fish Bowl” will help to determine student grasp of the lesson.  All of the students in the class will be given a copy of the fact sheet from this website, http://ccclegacy.org/CCC_brief_history.htm  The class will also be given a worksheet from which questions will be asked while they are in the Fish Bowl. Eight students will be chosen on the day before this lesson to appear in the Fish Bowl and be evaluated according to their ability to answer the questions.
Content Goals:

· Students will develop an understanding of the CCC program and its impact at the national, state and local and personal levels.
Skills Goals:

· Students will develop their analytical skills by assessing the impact of the CCC at the three stated levels and present it orally, improving their oral presentation skill 
CCC Legacy Worksheet / Fishbowl Questions

1. Approximately how many Billion trees were planted to help reforest America through the effort of the CCC
2. The work begun by the CCC led to the development of what new environmental movement?
3. What problem was one of the most feared and destructive in the Cut-Over region of Wisconsin? 
4. Describe 4 different types of construction projects completed by the CCC. 
5. Approximately how many state parks were created by the CCC?
6. What types of facilities were constructed to help replenish certain species killed by unfavorable conservation practices. 
7. How did the CCC support the transition to a military footing at the beginning of World War Two?
8. How did the government support the families of the CCC enrollees?
9. What kind of economic impact did the CCC camps have on the communities closest to them?
10. Describe an average enrollee.
11. What was an average day like for a CCC enrollee?
12. What might the average enrollee have in his CCC trunk?
13. What was the unofficial motto of the CCC?
14. How were minorities treated in the CCC?
15. What were Veteran CCC camps and why were they created?
16. What were the goals of the CCC program?
17. Were these goals met?  Was the CCC a success?
18. Should there be a CCC today?  Why or Why not?
Additional Assessments:

There are many potential additional assessments that can be created from this unit, and here are a few topics…

CCC Camp photo or related document analysis
Investigation of the treatment of Minorities in the CCC; Native Americans, Veterans, African Americans

Florida CCC Hurricane Disaster

A Day in the Life of a CCC enrollee

Local Newspaper article analysis of the CCC

Interviews of CCC camp enrollees

Map assignments dealing with CCC camp locations

CCC Theater plays

Songs of the CCC …see Lesson #4
Recipes of the CCC…see Lesson #4
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