University Assessment Committee

Minutes

April 25, 2008

12-1

CNHS 156

Present:  Jan Berry, April Bleske-Rechek, Margaret Cassidy, Debbie Gough, Erik Hendrickson, Robert Sutton, Chris Theo, Karen Welch

1)  Minutes from 4/18  

a) Minutes were approved as submitted, with a request for clarification:  are academic and non-academic units requested to participate in the alignment and upcoming curriculum mapping exercise?  Answer:  No.  Only academic/curricular programs and units are being asked to participate at this point.  

2) Updates

a) The Provost will include assessment report templates in next year’s annual report.    For the 07-08 reports, he is requesting a narrative report on department assessment activities.  These reports will be shared with the Director of Assessment over the summer to help with the designing of the reporting templates. 

b) The Director reported on the HLC study group progress reports to the Chancellor’s Executive Committee (4/23/08).   There is a range of viewpoints about the history and status of institutional level assessment on this campus.  
3) Discuss preparing a proposal to join HLC’s Assessment Academy  (suggestions and ideas are welcome)

a) The committee urged the Director to prepare a proposal for joining the HLC Assessment Academy.  Applications are being accepted as of May 15.  They close once the academy is full.  This year, they will take only two cohorts of 18 institutions each.  

4) Discuss proposal for Council for Assessment and Improvement of Student Learning (CAISL)

a) Comments:  the appendix suggests that teacher evaluations will be tied to assessment questions.  This is potentially troubling – can assessment data be used to evaluate teaching effectiveness for promotion, tenure, and annual evaluation?  NO.  However, this topic needs to be clarified in order to avoid any damaging inferences.  

b) Suggestions:  

i) The word improving is not part of the function of the “council” – either strike this or reword the title so that it does not imply that the “council” will make recommendations for how to increase student learning.  

ii) Increase student learning  is preferable to improve student learning.  

iii) Review the functions and tasks described for the council and the director – the council has some functions that should be the director’s – and vice-versa.

iv) Don’t use the verb oversee.  
c) Discussion to continue.  

Respectfully submitted,

Scott Oates
