University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire

Assessment Committee Minutes

October 30, 2006
Members present:  Bleske-Recheck, Cassidy, Gough, Hale, Kolis, Oates, Sutton, Theo, and Welch.

The meeting was called to order by Scott Oates at 11:03 p.m. in the Clearwater Room.

1.  Approval of the October 23, 2006 minutes was postponed to the next meeting.
2.  Updates:  

a.  Scott will be meeting with Jan Morse to discuss the next steps for moving the report to curriculum committees forward. 

b.  The Ad Hoc Committee to Facilitate Discussion of University Learning Goals met with the Chancellor to discuss the responses they received from individuals, departments, and curriculum committees regarding possible revisions to the university learning goals.  The Chancellor will be opening the University Senate-sponsored discussion of university learning goals that is being held on October 31st. 

3.  Background information on the Collegiate Assessment of Academic Proficiency (CAAP) test was provided by Debbie Gough.  Scott Oates provided handouts on the CAAP test.  The CAAP test assesses mathematics, reading comprehension, and writing for sophomore level students.  The test utilizes primarily multiple choice items, though there is a writing sample collected.  There are other CAAP tests available in the areas of critical thinking and scientific reasoning, but we currently do not use these tests.  Discussion also began regarding a possible alternative to the CAAP test, the Collegiate Learning Assessment (CLA), which requires written responses in the areas being assessed.  Discussion on the CLA will continue at the next meeting.

4.  Scott Oates announced there would be no meeting on Monday, November 20.   
The meeting was adjourned at 12:02 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Margaret L. Cassidy

Secretary for the meeting 
