University Assessment Committee Minutes
November 6, 2006

Present:  Bleske-Rechek, Cassidy, French, Gough, Hale, Hendrickson, Kolis, 
Oates (Chair), Sutton, Theo

Meeting was called to order by Chair Oates at 11:05 a.m.

1.
Minutes of the meeting of October 23, 2006 were approved as distributed.
2.
Update on the Campus-Wide Baccalaureate Goals Discussion held on October 31:  
Many questions were raised resulting in much dialogue and discussion.

Key comments made were: 



-the proposed goals are similar to the goals of other Universities.

-UWEC will differentiate its goals from other Universities in how the goals are made to “come alive.”

-The goals will need to be presented to Barbara Walvoord when she is on campus February 23 giving a presentation on assessing learning goals.

3.
Discussion continued on whether to use either of two national direct assessment methods:  The committee compared and contrasted the Collegiate Assessment of Academic Proficiency (CAAP) and the Collegiate Learning Assessment (CLA).  “The CLA is a national effort that provides colleges and universities with information about their students’ performance on tasks that require them to think critically, reason analytically, solve realistic problems, and write clearly.” “The CAAP is a national academic test designed to measure general education foundational skills in the areas of writing, mathematics, reading, critical thinking, and science reasoning.”

A question was raised about the necessity of using both internal and external assessment measures.  Scott stated that both are needed: internal to assess goals specific to UWEC and external as a source of comparison.  A suggestion was made that for the internal assessment, if course embedded assignments are used, there needs to be common rubrics across all departments.
Additional questions:

· how will the results be used

· will students be able to relate to the context of problems used in the CLA assessment instruments

· how many of the assessment problems do students complete

Comments:  
· CAAP has structured their assessment exams so they will fit into a regular 50 minute class period; CLA’s do not.
· Currently we do not assess in the area of critical thinking.
· CLA does measure both freshmen and senior students (but does not track individual students) and draws inferences of the “value added.”

4.
Scott reminded the committee of the upcoming CLA Web Assessment Conference on Monday, November 13, and inquired as to who would be able to attend.  April indicated she would be there for sure.

5.
Next  meeting is Monday, November 27.

Meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Sutton
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