ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE MINUTES
September 25, 2006

Present: April Bleske-Rechek, Ray French, Debbie Gough, Kate Hale, Erik Hendrickson, Scott Oates, Chris Theo, Karen Welch, Bob Sutton
Call to order: 11:00 a.m.

1. Minutes were approved as edited.

2. The issue of whether we have any “value-added” measures and whether we should have such measures was raised.  The only such measures we currently have are the CAAP and the freshma papers in the portfolio.

3. The committee began a discussion of course imbedded assessment. Issues that were raised included:

a. It could be more work for instructors—question of whether there would be buy in.
b. It would make instructors more aware of goals and could make them more intentional about their assignments

c. It could be more relevant for faculty if assessment were directly related to their major and/or courses.

d. CI 210 currently practices a version of this; instructors are told how their class did on the portfolios the first time they are turned in. This allows the instructors to know where they need to improve their teaching or instructions.

This discussion will continue at a later date.

4. The committee discussed the Portfolio report.  There was some concern that the report emphasized “process” more than “outcomes.” While the process does need to be examined and revised, we do have data that needs to be presented. The committee decided the following:

a. A chart will be added in the front that indicates the results of the portfolio reading in a bit more detail--- including frequencies.

b. Another report will be written that takes the results from the portfolio for the past several years and summarizes the results for the goals related to writing, critical thinking and numerical data.  This report will be forward to chairs, as well as to curriculum committees, APC and possibly student senate.

The committee will continue to discuss this next week.

The committee adjourned at noon.

Respectfully submitted,

Debbie Gough

Secretary

