University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire

Assessment Committee Minutes

April 9, 2007
Members present:  Bleske-Rechek, Cassidy, French, Hendrickson, Kolis, Oates, Sutton, and Welch.

The meeting was called to order by Scott Oates at 11:05 p.m. in Schofield 202.

1.  The April 2, 2007 minutes were approved as circulated.
2.  A far-ranging discussion of the “Closing the Loop” reports from departments ensued and various issues/questions were raised.  For example:

· Regarding the potential goal of enhancing students’ ability to reason numerically/quantitatively, what will the University Assessment Committee (UAC) use to measure attainment of this goal?  

· Faculty need to identify areas where they have expectations that students will gain exposure to particular goals before going into courses in the major.  
· To enhance student awareness, faculty need to be intentional about the goals included in their courses.
· The UAC may want to focus on a particular goal for a year or two, such as writing ability, in order to address the expectations and outcomes for the goal in an in depth manner.  
· We need to recognize that many faculty practice assessment all the time and that progress is being made; this just may be on a smaller and more incremental basis than we usually think of when we consider “Assessment” with a capital “A.”
3.  For the following meeting, Scott Oates asked that we review the “Closing the Loop” reports and focus on comments made about writing and General Education courses. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:56 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Margaret L. Cassidy

Secretary for the meeting 
