University Assessment Committee
Minutes

September 9, 2005

1. Minutes from August 30 Assessment Committee Retreat
a. Members approved the minutes from August 30, with a few editorial revisions.

b. Scott will send to members the amended Minutes from August 30.

2. Progress Report Discussion

a. Committee members discussed the main talking points of the retreat discussion of the Progress Report, as summarized by Scott. 

i. Members discussed addition of a fourth General Theme -- a need for higher benchmarks, particularly for portfolios.

ii. Members discussed the language surrounding milestone assessment in second General Theme 

iii. Members discussed need for students (and faculty) to be motivated by more than just civil responsibility to participate in portfolio 

iv. Scott will send to members the amended summary of the committee’s Progress Report Discussion.

3. Update on Capstone classes, re: graduating seniors participating in the portfolio project

a. Relevant committee members gave update on their point of contact with department chair or capstone instructor; and, if applicable, date of planned class attendance or method of disseminating information to capstone students.

b. Discussion ensued about portfolios in general: do students and faculty know how to submit papers, do they have a clear idea of which papers go where, do faculty explicitly connect specific course requirements with specific goals of the baccalaureate.

4. Discussion of Suggested Process Once Reports Received
a. Members reviewed first draft of proposed process for handling curriculum committees’ reports on the Progress Report.

b. Discussed need for proposed process to be flexible yet able to deal with different responses from each committee, and need for faculty committee that may be charged with goal revision, outcome revision, etc., to be comprised of varied faculty and supplemented by assessment committee members. 

Submitted by secretary of the meeting, April Bleske-Rechek

Sept. 9, 2005
