University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire

Assessment Committee Minutes

February 10, 2005
Members present:  Carroll, Cassidy, Gough, Goulet, Jadack, Johnson, Kolis, Oates, and Welch.

The meeting was called to order by Scott Oates at 2:08 p.m. in Schofield 202.

1.  Committee members wished Scott Oates “Happy Birthday” and thanked Debbie Gough for the cookies she provided for the occasion.

2.  The January 27, 2005 minutes were considered and a minor change suggested. Wayne Carroll will 
     make the change and re-send the minutes.

3.  The first draft of the University General Education Committee’s (UGEC) statement on the goals of
the General Education (GE) program was reviewed, along with the UGEC’s revised statement of purpose (which will be considered by the University Senate later in February).  A part of the revised statement of purpose is the proposal that the UGEC work with the University Assessment Committee to evaluate the effectiveness of the GE program. 

In light of these documents, Committee members discussed the alignment between the baccalaureate goals and GE program goals, which is quite close.  Members also discussed the emphasis on specific learner outcomes for the GE program in the goals statement.  It was noted that use of the terms “learning outcomes” and “learning goals” implies the need to collect assessment data.  Data currently gathered by the University Assessment Committee on the baccalaureate goals can provide some useful information regarding the GE program, but much of it would not be useful for evaluating the attainment of goals and outcomes specific to the GE program.  On the other hand, use of language such as “GE Program Aims” would not imply the need to establish and assess learner goals and outcomes specific to the GE program.

Scott Oates will communicate with Bob Knight, UGEC Chair, to clarify that the UGEC is welcome to use data that the University Assessment Committee already is collecting to assess the goals of the baccalaureate degree, but if the UGEC needs to assess specific outcomes of GE program, a new set of data will need to be collected by the UGEC.  Scott also will request that the wording of the revised purpose statement reflect this approach when it is considered by the University Senate. 
4.  The ACT Student Opinion Survey was examined.  This survey involves a standardized set of
questions, but institutions are able to add up to 30 of their own “local” questions.  The “local” questions that relate to the baccalaureate goals were indicated.  It was noted that one area assessed in a limited manner is Goal #10, the understanding of values.  We will discuss to potential changes to the local questions at a subsequent meeting. 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Margaret L. Cassidy

Secretary for the meeting 
