University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire

University Assessment Committee Minutes

September 11, 2003

Members present:  Cassidy, Gough, Goulet, Hadden, Morse, Oates, Rand, Ryberg, and Welch.

The meeting was called to order by Jan Morse at 2:05 p.m. in Schofield 202.

1. Minutes of the meeting of May 8, 2003 were approved as circulated.

2. Jan Morse announced that the University Assessment Committee (UAC) would be meeting with the Academic Policies Committee (APC) of the University Senate in the first part of October, 2003.  As agreed previously, the UAC will provide the APC with a general report (based on the report prepared by Tim Hirsch), with the summer portfolio project and CAAP information added.  The UAC plans to share information on successes in the area of university assessment, especially regarding the Senate action passed in the spring of 2001.
3. Scott Oates provided a report on the portfolio and e-portfolio projects.  Regarding the summer portfolio reading, his impression is that the less directive outcomes are more useful, though this will mean that a number of the paper assignments will need to be changed.  In terms of the e-portfolio project, Scott’s sense is that the project is being well received.  Also, the First Year Experience (FYE) courses are moving forward with including e-portfolio information.  There are student mentors available to help FYE instructors utilize the e-portfolio opportunities.  All students and faculty are now able to access the e-portfolio site.  Scott will be demonstrating the e-portfolio project at department chair meetings throughout this fall semester.

4. Jan Morse reviewed the UAC tasks for the year which include the portfolio project and exit interviews, as well as use of the CAAP test and the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) information.


Regarding the NSSE, it is possible for institutions to add 20 of their own questions.  UW-System has prepared a set of these questions, which were reviewed by committee members.  Following this review, it was determined that we should keep the following questions:  1, 3 (we suggest this be revised because it appears negative), 7 (revise as follows- I make time to participate in co-curricular activities), 8, 9, 10, 11, 19 (shouldn't there be a question like this but related to academic issues?), 20 (revise - I feel 'connected' to this institution and its faculty, staff and students).   Numbers 2, 4, 5, 6, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18 are to be dropped.  It also was decided that committee members would prepare questions related to the baccalaureate goals not currently addressed by the NSSE.  The goals included and person preparing the relevant questions are:  Goal 1 (Karen), Goal 6 (Debbie), Goal 8 (Marc), Goal 9 (Scott), and Goal 11 (Rick).
The meeting was adjourned at 3:02 p.m.
Margaret Cassidy

Secretary for the Meeting    
