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Goals for WMNS Students

The Women’s Studies minor allows students and teachers to learn from one another while creating a safe environment; where students participate in decision-making and become active learners; where experience, intellect, and emotion are recognized as legitimate ways of knowing; where instructors translate and guide but do not always direct; where classroom practices emphasize a holistic sense of well-being; where students and instructors can envision and practice a model for the world.

Gendered Analysis

A Gendered Analysis—which focuses on the intersection of complexities such as ethnicity, social class, sexual identity, ability, religion, and age—is the umbrella under which all specific goals for minors occur.  This further breaks down to two key components, Knowledge and Application.  
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Students will have knowledge and understanding of the multidisciplinary/interdisciplinary nature of Women’s Studies,  the recovery of knowledge of and by women in all disciplines, and the following:

· The History of Women’s Studies, including
· U.S. women’s movements in the context of the global women’s movements

· First, second, and third wave feminist texts and an appreciation of the historical, social, and political impact of these texts as catalysts for change

· The Theories of Women’s Studies, including

· Knowledge of

· feminist theory and research 

· gender roles

· feminist process, experience in a feminist classroom/feminist pedagogy

· life experience as a foundation for theory

· Utilization of theory to

· analyze locatedness, and difference in larger conceptual frameworks

· recognize oppressions, patriarchy and privilege in self and others

Students will be able to apply their knowledge through:

· Articulation
Courses in the minor guide students to develop language for their feminism and assist them to

· Process life experiences and fears

· Question oppressions, privilege, and patriarchy

· Develop their voices

· Create, experience, and/or critique pro-feminist art, literature, dance or other expressions

· Critically analyze sexism and privilege in both self and others

· Negotiate tensions generated by layers of privilege

· Bridge experiences from classroom to community

· Activism

Students will work to improve the quality of lives in personal, community, national, and global contexts.  They will

·      Challenge and negotiate the hierarchies that exist in regard to gender, ethnicity, class, ability, age, religion and sexual identity and the privileges and oppressions that result and work toward an equitable model based on collaboration and cooperation

· Challenge and negotiate the institutions that exist in regard to gender, ethnicity, class, ability, age, religion and sexual identity and the privileges and oppressions that result (e.g., media, religion, family, marriage, education, politics, language)

· Reject patriarchal methods, including aggression, coercion, and                                         

violence

· Create communities among people who love, respect, and celebrate women

· Speak out in congruence with feminist values and ethics

· Ethics

Students will recognize the necessity and impact of ethical behavior. Their actions will

· Reflect recognition that United States initiatives have an impact on the world

· Minimize oppression and maximize respect and potential for all people across gender, ethnicity, class, ability, age, sexual identity and religion

· Work toward creating a secure and sustainable future, that encompasses 

· an equitable distribution of wealth and conscientious economic development 

· concern for the physical environment 

· a challenge to socially constructed gender roles and gendered institutions that constrict and limit human potential 
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