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Background Information 
The Bachelor of Science Degree in Special Education-Learning Disabilities program at the University of 
Wisconsin-Eau Claire is a university system and State Department of Public Instruction approved program.  
It consists of three teacher preparation programs: 
1. Learning Disabilities (middle childhood through early adolescence and early adolescence through 

adolescence) and Cognitive Disabilities mild/borderline (middle childhood through early adolescence 
and early adolescence through adolescence) 

2. Learning Disabilities (middle childhood through early adolescence and early adolescence through 
adolescence) and Regular Education (middle childhood through early adolescence) 

3. Leaning Disabilities Minor (middle childhood through early adolescence or early adolescence through 
adolescence) 

 

The primary goal of these programs is to prepare professionals to teach children and adolescents who have 
learning disabilities.  The program requirements and course work focus on the development of skill and 
knowledge related to the Wisconsin Teaching Standards with special emphasis on the following professional 
skill areas: 
1. referral and assessment of learning disabilities 3. effective instruction 5. collaboration 
2. behavior management 4. progress monitoring 6. IEPs 
 

The UW-Eau Claire teacher education program in learning disabilities is based upon a set of program 
competencies.  Students are provided instructional input and activities in required course work which 
develop skills in each of the previously mentioned professional areas. 
 

Procedures 
Freshmen:  Declare Your Major – If you are interested in the field of special education, call 836-2013 to 
schedule an appointment with the freshmen advisor.  Take the PPST.  Take SPED 200 and SPED 205 as 
soon as possible. Both courses must be completed before you can apply to the special education program. 
 

Sophomores:  Apply for Gate #1: Application for Admission to Program – All applicants to programs in 
special education, including minors and persons seeking second baccalaureate degrees, must complete an 
application with the Department of Special Education.  Guidelines are available from your advisor, on the 
webpage, or may be picked up in the Human Sciences & Services Building, Room 249.  Applications for 
department approval will be accepted in the Department of Special Education office twice a year with 
deadlines of March 1 and October 1.  A recommendation for admission to program will be made by the 
Admissions Committee. 
 

Admission to any major or minor program may be limited by resources available.  Approval for admission to 
major and minor programs will be determined by competitive rankings.  Objective criteria will be applied to 
rate the applicants.  Students who are denied admission may request a meeting with the Admissions 
Committee chairperson.  Students will be provided their ratings and informed of the cutoff number for 
acceptance.  Students may resubmit an application the following semester. 
 

Prerequisites for Admission: 
·  Pass the PPST ·  Completion of SPED 200 (C-) 
·  30 credits exclusive of any with an education prefix ·  Completion of SPED 205 (Pass) 
·  minimum of 2.75 total and resident GPA  
 

Your advisor in the special education department will be assigned at the beginning of your sophomore year 
unless you are a minor. 
 

Praxis II/Content Exam – The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction in accordance with PI 34, 
Wisconsin Administrative Code, requires that all students completing their professional education programs 
after August 31, 2004 take the specific Praxis II: Subject Assessments in their license area in order to qualify 
for a state education license. The content tests are available only as paper/pencil tests. See the Registration 
Bulletin available from the Testing Office for registration information.  You must register yourself for the 
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Praxis II either using the registration form in the Bulletin online at www.ets.org/praxis or by calling ETS at 
800-772-9476.  All learning disabilities majors/minors take Test #20146 for Wisconsin licensure. Students 
needing Minnesota licensure will need to take that state’s required tests. Further information can be found 
on the ETS website or from your advisor. 
 

Juniors:  Apply for Gate #2 - Application for Student Teaching – Applicants for student teaching/internship 
experience must: (1) complete an application with the College of Education and Human Sciences office; (2) 
have the recommendation of the Department of Special Education; (3) submit a Gate 2 portfolio; (4) earn a 
minimum grade of C- in Sped 200; (5) earn a minimum grade of B- in Sped 306, 331, 401, 403, 417, 421, 
and 431 as appropriate; (6) earn a GPA of 2.67 in specialization courses: Sped 200, 205, 306, 330, 331, 401, 
402, 404, 416, 431, 434, and CSD 311; (7) earn a passing score on the appropriate Praxis II content exam. 
 

All comprehensive majors in special education are required to take SPED 476, Professional Practices in 
Special Education, and FED 497, Field Experience Seminar, which are designed to accompany student 
teaching. Minors are required to take FED 497, Field Experience Seminar, and CI 464, Clinic Experience in 
Content Reading, during student teaching. 
 

Seniors:  Make Application for Graduation – You must complete an application for graduation with the 
Registrar’s Office, Schofield Hall 128, no later than the end of the first week of the semester or summer 
session in which you expect to graduate. 
 

Make Application for Certification – An application for Wisconsin Teacher Certification may be obtained 
from the Field Experience Office, Brewer 151.  When all certification requirements are satisfactorily 
completed, the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire will endorse you for teacher certification. 
 

Apply for Gate #3 - Completion of Professional Semester – In addition to student teaching, Gate 3 
requirements must be completed and approved before licensure is recommended. 

 

Degree Requirements and Other Information 
Proficiency Testing and Credit-by-Examination – If you wish to gain university credit by examination, 
contact Academic Testing, Schofield 226A. 
 

Financial Assistance – If you want financial assistance in the form of grants, scholarships, loans, and 
employment opportunities, contact the Financial Aids Office, Schofield 115. 
 

Special Education Requirements – Courses numbered 100 and 200 are lower division courses designed for 
freshmen and sophomores.  Junior and senior courses are numbered 300 and 400 and include the 
professional education requirements in both elementary and special education and cannot be taken until after 
admission to program.  The described programs in this brochure are comprehensive majors and, as such, 
minors are not required.  A list of general course requirements, the special education major requirements, 
and recommended electives are presented on the following pages. 
 

Community Services – You are encouraged to participate in a variety of experiences with children and youth 
with disabilities prior to enrollment in student teaching.  Placements for observation and participation 
include special education classrooms for children with disabilities at the preschool, elementary, middle, 
secondary, and post secondary levels.  For information regarding these experiences, see your advisor and 
instructors.  In addition, SPED 404, Prestudent Teaching Experiences with Individuals with Mild 
Disabilities, provides opportunities to work in a clinical setting prior to student teaching. 

�
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Department of Special Education 
LEARNING DISABILITIES, Middle Childhood through Early Adolescence & Early Adolescence through Adolescence 

COGNITIVE DISABILITIES, Middle Childhood through Early Adolescence & Early Adolescence through Adolescence 

Code 950-009 
 

 � ������� � �	
���
� �
�

��� 
���������������� ��������	�
� ������������������� �
� 
���� �
������������������ �� �������
�

� �������������� �
� ����� �
�� ��������������������� � �� �������
 � ����� �
!� ���������������������  � �� �������
�! � ����� �
"� ���������������������   � �� �������
�

���� ����!�������������� #$%����	&���	�'����(����	�
� )�����������	�	���	����*�������+�,�
� - ./� %

� 0�������-����(1� !� �������
� 2�3�� %

� 2�1	������������� !� �������
� 0�./� %
�� �������������� !� �������
� ������ ���� ������������������ �� �������
�

����� ���������������� ��#$%����	&���	�'����(����	�
� 2./�� %%
� �4�������5��6��2������	� �� �������
� 2�3
� ��%� 2	1��7�+�8�
��		�2���� !� �������
� ������ ���� ������������������ �� �������
� ������ ���� ������������������ �� �������
�

�"�� #���������� ��#$%����	&���	�'����(����	�
� ����� ���� �$��������	� �� �������
� ����� ���� 7$��(����������(��/��(�/��� �� �������
� ����� ����� ������������������ �� �������
� ����� ���� ������������������ �� �������
�

"�� 	��$�!�����%�&������!����&������� �
�

%����!�'���%����!��
.�������	�����9�	�������	���1����9�	����������4���� �1�
���������57���������	��������$9�	�������	���1����5� �$
9�	����������4�����1���������4�	��'����:����	������ ���0�$   �
���0�$ ;<�=����������(���������<�
�

������(�
��)����������*��!�������
� �50/� %%
� ��(��	��
�4��	��������� �! � "� �������
� �50/� %%�� 
���9�����(���������	������� �! � �� �
� �5=�� %
%� �����	�
����>���4� !�
�

%����������*��!�������
� ? 5�� ���� )9�����		������1, �������8� %� �������
� ? 5�� ���� )2�1	���������+��1, ������� �! � %� �������
� ? 5����%�)��>�����,�	���	���	�@�����		���>����4��� <�

+ �,
� �
�


�7� !%#� �		�	��+�������8���
� �� �������
�7��� �A"� 
�4�����	������B� ����C� %� �������
���7� �A"� ��4���=�������	C� �� �������
���7� !#
� ��	�D�/�(��D�2���������������� �� �������
? 5�� ��%� 2��8�����������(��?$#� �� �������
/��7� �
"� 
�������6	�/���������C� �� �������

��� � �
"� =�����(�
����8� �	��(��%$#� �� �������
�
�2�7� �

�  �������������������������C� �� �������
�2�7� �
"� �������8�
�44����1��E���C� �� �������
�2�7� �%
�  ��������
7C� �� �������
�2�7� �
%� .'	�2���������	�@���7�	� �� �������
�2�7� �
�� -���+��������(�4���� �� �������
�2�7� ��
�  ��������/7� �� �������
�2�7� ��%� 0����������������@�������7�	� �� �������
�2�7� !
%� �		4������������	�@�7�	� �� �������
�2�7� !
�� 2������8���4��1� �+��+�4���� �� �������
�2�7� !
!� 2��$��<����(�@������7�	� �� �������
�2�7� !%�� 
����������������8�����	������ �� �������
�2�7� !%F� 
������������$��+����7�	� �� �������
�2�7� !�%� ������:���	��������4������7�	� !� �������
�2�7� !�!� ������:���	��������������7�	� �� �������

�7� �%%� /��(�7�+�8�7�	�����	C� �� �������
C��1�'����:��������������4�		����������(��4<�
�

��	��������
#����
�2�7� !F
� ���������������($
7������� F� �������
�2�7� !F
� ���������������($/7� F� �������
�2�7� !F�� 2����		������2�������	������������ %� ������ �
���7� !#F� �������E�����������4����� %� �������
�
TOTAL CREDITS 118-128 
�
-!�.�����-!�/-!�0���������������������-����& � � �������
����)22��B�=�����(�%F"B������%F�&�9�����(�%F!,�
�

-!�.������
������������-����& �� � �������
����)��	��G�
%!��H��������/�+���
������,�
�

1�!�������������'
����!����*��!������ ������
�����(��<���
�


����!�����$�!����� ����7��A"�	���	���	���>����4����
�

��!$�������!����� ����7��A"�	���	���	���>����4����
�



2007-08 Catalogue 

 4

Department of Special Education  
LEARNING DISABILITIES, Middle Childhood through Early Adolescence & Early Adolescence through Adolescence 

REGULAR EDUCATION: Middle Childhood through Early Adolescence  
Code 950-067 
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Department of Special Education 
LEARNING DISABILITIES MINOR 

 Middle Childhood through Early Adolescence (Code 9 50-470) 
Early Adolescence through Adolescence (Code 950-471) 
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