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Background Information

The Special Education: Early Childhood programhatWniversity of Wisconsin-Eau Claire is a
university system and State Department of PubBtrirction approved program which prepares teachers
for Wisconsin Special Education: Early Childhoodtifeation. This certification is also recognizbg
many other states.

The teacher certified in Special Education: Eartyi@hood is a professional who is skilled in detarimg
exceptional education needs and implementing progjmahich facilitate the attainment of habilitation
and/or rehabilitation educational goals for chitdietween the ages of birth and nine. The traamed
certified Special Education: Early Childhood teaghessesses competence in the following areas:

identification, parent involvement and training,

assessment, interagency and interdisciplinary cooperation,
individual and group instruction, management of paraprofessionals and volunteers,
curriculum development, program administration, and

interdisciplinary collaboration, evaluation.

The graduate of this UW-Eau Claire program is digalito work with infants, toddlers, preschool, and
school age children who exhibit mild to profoundrelepmental problems in adaptive, motor, language,
cognitive aspects of behavior, as well as studeges 6-9 who have special learning needs. Astagrad
part of their training the student will be prepatedvork in various types of service delivery sysse to
coordinate intervention efforts with the child'snpary care provider, to function in a multidiscipdiry team
setting and to work with children on a non-catecgirbasis. Teachers who are certified to teacimgou
children with disabilities may be employed by orfi¢he following types of agencies:

school districts Head Start
areas school cooperatives hospitals
private agencies County sponsored health and social service pragram

The UW-Eau Claire preservice training program whesds to earning a Bachelor of Science in
Education Degree and university teacher certifcaéndorsement in Special Education: Early
Childhood is a competency-based program which leadsents from an "awareness" level to "skill"
level. The competency related knowledge and siiksdistributed throughout the sequence of the
program. The students are actively involved indegs, simulation activities, observation, fieldkor

field trips, etc. throughout the program. Earlgaontinuous field experiences are required astaopa
many required courses. In each aspect of thegasequence pre- and post-assessment techniques ar
implemented to determine the extent of studentgldpment.

Procedures

Freshmen: Declare Your Major Freshman who wish to meet with an advisor shoalbd836-2013 to
schedule an appointmentake the PPST. Take SPED 200 and SPED 205 asasquossibleBoth
courses must be completed before you can apphetspecial education program.

Sophomores: Apply for Gate #1: Application for Admission to Bram— All applicants to programs in
special education, including minors and personkisgesecond baccalaureate degrees, must complete an
application with the Department of Special EduaatiGuidelines are available from your advisortlos
webpage, or may be picked up in the Human ScieRc®arvices Building, Room 249. Applications for
department approval will be accepted in the Depamtrof Special Education office twice a year with
deadlines of March 1 and October 1. A recommenddtir admission to program will be made by the
Admissions Committee.

Admission to any major or minor program may be adiby resources available. Approval for
admission to major and minor programs will be deteed by competitive rankings. Objective criteria



will be applied to rate the applicants. Studerit®are denied admission may request a meetingtiaath
Admissions Committee chairperson. Students wilptmided their ratings and informed of the cutoff
number for acceptance. Students may resubmit giircapon the following semester.

Prerequisites for Admission:

- Pass the PPST - Completion of SPED 200 (C-)

- 30 credits exclusive of any with an educationigref - Completion of SPED 205 (Pass)
- minimum of 2.75 total and resident GPA

Your advisoriin the special education department will be assigat the beginning of your sophomore
year.

Praxis ll/Content Exam The Wisconsin Department of Public Instructinmccordance with Pl 34,
Wisconsin Administrative Code, requires that alideints completing their professional education
programs after August 31, 2004 take the specifaxiBrll: Subject Assessments in their license area
order to qualify for a state education license. Thetent tests are availaldaly as paper/pencil tests.

See the Registration Bulletin available from thetirgy Office for registration information. You mus
register yourself for the Praxis |l either using tlegistration form in the Bulletin online at
www.ets.org/praxis or by calling ETS at 800-772-847All early childhood special education majors
would take Test #10014 for Wisconsin licensured8tus needing Minnesota licensure will need to take
that state’s required tests. Further informatiom lsa found on the ETS website or from your advisor
(www.ets.org/praxis).

Juniors: Apply for Gate #2 - Application for Student TeachinApplicants for student
teaching/internship experience must: ¢djnplete an application with the College of Edumatnd

Human Sciences office; (2) have the recommendatiohe Department of Special Education; (3) submit
a Gate 2 portfolio; (4) earn a minimum grade ofrCSped 200; (5) earn a minimum grade of B- in Sped
306, 331, 401, 403, 417, 421, and 431 as apprep(i@}t earn a GPA of 2.67 in specialization courses
Sped 200, 205, 220, 301, 306, 324, 331, 402, 408,425, 426, 431, and one from 210, 330, or 3BP; (
earn a passing score on the appropriate Praxisiteat exam.

All comprehensive majors in early childhood speeidlication are required to take SPED 425, Problems:
Teaching Children Birth to Nine and FED 497, FiEkperience Seminar, which are designed to
accompany student teaching.

Seniors: Make Application for Graduation You must complete an application for graduatidth the
Registrar’s Office, Schofield Hall 128, no lateaththe end of the first week of the semester omsgim
session in which you expect to graduate.

Make Application for Certificatior- An application for Wisconsin Teacher Certificatimay be
obtained from the Field Experience Office, Brewgt.1 When all certification requirements are
satisfactorily completed, the University of WisconmEau Claire will endorse you for teacher
certification.

Apply for Gate #3 - Completion of Professional Saere- In addition to student teaching requirements, a
Gate 3 portfolio must be submitted and approvedredfcensure is recommended.



Degree Requirements and Other Information

Proficiency Testing and Credit-by-Examinatienf you wish to gain university credit by examiioa,
contact Academic Testing, Schofield 226A.

Financial Assistance If you want financial assistance in the forngcdnts, scholarships, loans, and
employment opportunities, contact the FinancialsA@ffice, Schofield 115.

Special Education Requiremenrt£ourses numbered 100 and 200 are lower divisonses designed
for freshmen and sophomores. Junior and seniasesware numbered 300 and 400 and include the
professional education requirements in both eleargraind special education. The program in ECSE is
a comprehensive major and as such a minor is naired. A list of general course requirements, the
special education major requirements, and recomatkatkctives are presented on the following pages.

Community Services You are required to participate in a varietyerperiences with children and youth
with disabilities prior to enrollment in studenatdhing. Placements for observation and partiopati
include special education classrooms for childréh disabilities at the preschool or elementarelev
For information regarding these experiences, see dvisor and instructors.
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Program Opportunities

UW-Eau Claire students enrolled in the Early Childti Special Education (CAs Birth through Eight)
program will be able to earn certification towaed&eneral Education Early Childhood Birth through
Eight certification for licensure through UW-Rivialls.

Advantages

Better preparation for teaching children with aevidnge of abilities, increased employment
opportunities in agencies serving children (bittfotigh eight years of age) and their families, euade
opportunities for career long learning, includintyance studies and expanded career opportunities.

Requirements

Successfully complete PPST & Content Exaeture admission to major program on home campus;
successfully complete (meet performance and gregigirements) courses in additional program leading
to certification endorsement; asdccessfully complete all admission, pre-profesdiand professional
performance based degree & certification requirdmen

Procedures
Apply for admission to collaborative program abei of admission.
Complete PPST & Content exam.
See adviser each semester prior to registratioevelop and follow course study plan.
UW-Eau Claire students will be able to completarses via two-way television and asynchronous
computer-based programs offered during the fallsprthg semesters. Students can enroll in courses
offered on each of the campuses during the acadgraic
Student teaching experiences that include childigimdisabilities in programs serving typically
developing children will be used. This practicelwibke it possible for students to meet general
education and special education requirements isdhge environments. Sites that meet criteria that
have been approved as part of this collaboratioeeagent by the programs at UW-Eau Claire and
UW-River Falls will be utilized for student teachin
Students completing the collaborative program ®alin certification endorsements from each of the
participating campuses. These programs will ingdive (5) years of study.
Students are referred to program descriptionscatalogues on each of the campuses.

Additional Courses through UW-River Falls

TED 225  Developmental Learning

TED 330 Infant/toddler Program

TED 340  Pre-Kindergarten Curriculum

TED 335  Kindergarten Curriculum

TED 345* Parent Education & Family Development

TED 400  Supervision and Management of Early ClutsthPrograms

TED 410* EC Language Arts

TED 424  Inquiry: Society and Environment Early iantary
*Courses from UW-Eau Claire may be substituted



