
Dr. Leonard Gibbs remembered
Professor was nationally recognized for work, but here he was a mentor, friend

Spring 2006

Dr. Leonard E. “Len” Gibbs of 
Eau Claire, professor emeritus 
of social 

work, died on 
Friday, June 
13, 2008, after 
a courageous 
three-year 
battle with 
cancer.  He 
received Bach-
elor of Science, 
MSSW and 
Ph.D. degrees 
from UW-
Madison.  Len, 
a nationally 
recognized ex-
pert in the field 
of evidence-
based practice, 
was a profes-
sor of social 
work at UW-Eau Claire from 1977-
2005 and received the Excellence in 
Scholarship Award in 1992.     

By Angela Brenna

I	 came to UW-Eau Claire unclear about what I wanted to 	
	 choose as a major. After the first semester, I declared 

myself a sociology major because I did not know what else 
to do. However, the summer after my freshmen year I was 
in a traumatic car accident that left me paralyzed. Through 
the course of my recovery, I worked with several social 
workers who greatly impacted my life in a positive way. 
They were the inspiration that I needed in order to change 
my major and begin working toward a BSW.  

Over the course of his career, 
Len published three books and 

numerous 
journal articles 
describing 
ways to inte-
grate scientific 
reasoning into 
how helping 
professionals 
can make better 
life-affecting 
judgments and 
decisions.  After 
his diagnosis 
with metastatic 
prostate can-
cer, Len spoke, 
widely, both 
nationally and 
internation-
ally, about how 
members of 

the helping professions can ap-
ply principles of evidence-based 
practice to more effectively serve 

their clients.  He collaborated with 
his wife, Betsy, and with Dr. Eamon 
Armstrong, a physician, to create 
the following Web site for those 
individuals who want to apply 
evidence-based practice to assist 
their helping professionals to use 
the best available evidence regard-
ing their own diagnosis and treat-
ment:  http://www.uwec.edu/gibbs/
index,htm.

Len also collaborated with the 
Knowledge and Encounter Re-
search Group at the Mayo Clinic 
this spring to develop a proposal 
titled, “Prostate Choice:  Patient 
Risk and Participation in Decision-
making in Prostate Cancer Diag-
nosis,” which is designed to help 
men, working as partners with their 
physicians, to make more informed 
decisions about prostate screening, 
diagnosis and treatment.

Len left a positive lasting im-
pression on students, staff, and 
faculty and will be dearly missed.  

Student choses to become social 
worker after traumatic accident

(Continued on next page) Angie is in the center surrounded by friends.
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Support the Social Work Advancement Fund
Our Social Work Advancement Fund is the largest and primary fund of the 

department. It is used to support a wide range of activities in the Department 
including student travel to national meetings, special research and instructional 
equipment, faculty recruitment, and the seminar program. If you choose, your gift 
can also be applied in part or total to individual scholarship award funds. Undesig-
nated funds will be credited to the Social Work Advancement Fund.

Some of the funds and scholarships available to choose from are: Social Work 
Advancement Fund, Hanke Family Scholarship, Madeleine Lieffring Fund, Scien-
tific Reasoning Inference/Decision-Making Fund, Julie Guite Social Work Fund, 
Jean Klein Memorial Fund and the Elwood and Virgelee LeDue Fund.

Your gift will enable the department to continue to build upon its reputation 
for excellence and to provide future generations the same quality education you 
received. If you would like to donate, please send your donation to:

UW-Eau Claire Foundation, Inc.
214 Schofield Hall
105 Garfield Avenue
Eau Claire, WI 54702-4004

To donate online go to: www.uwec.edu.fndn/giving.htm

Plans are underway to 
bring the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison’s 
MSSW to Eau Claire

It will soon be possible for 
anyone interested in earning 
an MSSW to do so in Eau 
Claire.  Plans are underway to 
offer an MSSW from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison 
on the Eau Claire campus. The 
degree will be offered part-
time with courses meeting 
primarily on Friday evening 
and/or Saturday.  Individu-
als who have earned a BSW 
will be able to complete their 
MSSW in two years, and those 
without a BSW will be able to 
complete their MSSW in four 
years. Please watch for further 
announcements and program 
details.  We are hoping to 
begin Fall of 2009.

102-2-114901



Director of Internship 
Professor David T. Chollar
Working with AIDS leads to social work profession

Professor David T. Chollar 
arrived at the University 
of Wisconsin–Eau Claire in 

August 2007.  David is the Direc-
tor of Internship in the Department 
of Social Work and he has been 
teaching undergraduate social 
workers for over 
ten years.  David 
had been teach-
ing at St. Cloud 
State University 
in Minnesota for 
several years.

Originally from San Antonio 
Texas, David studied hotel and 
restaurant management as an 
undergraduate at the University of 
Houston.  He worked in the hospi-
tality field in Texas for some years 
and then later moved to New York 
in the mid 1980s.  David was a cor-
porate banker at a large corporate 
bank for over four years though 
it was through various volunteer 
opportunities with people with 
AIDS that he became interested in 
the social work profession.  David 
graduated with his MSW in 1992 
from Fordham University Gradu-
ate School of Social Service and 
he describes this education as 
life changing.  David’s New York 
mentors described him as a “born 
social worker.”  David has varied 
and extensive hospital and clinic 
based social work practice experi-
ence in New York and Minnesota 
with people with AIDS, people with 
mental illness, and marginalized 
populations.  David continues to 
work at a hospital in the Twin Cities 
on Sundays as a program therapist 
with people with mental illness.

David enjoys being in the class-
room both as teacher and learner. 
Teaching social work is complex 
and David is up to the challenge. 
David works at creating a safe 
learning environment for students 
even when discussing some very 

Faculty News:
     The COEHS is pleased to an-
nounce that Professor Pat Chris-
topherson will be the Interim Chair-
person for the Department of Social 
Work for the Fall semester 2008. 

     We wish the following the best as 
they enter a new chapter in their lives:
     Dr. Richard Ryberg, associate 
professor, and Dr. Ardyth Krause, 
assistant professor have retired.
     Dr. Carol Langer, Chair, has 
accepted a position in a warmer 
climate.
     Dr. La Vonne Cornell-Swanson, 
associate professor, has accepted 
a two-year interim position as the 
Director of the Office for Profession-
al and Instructional Development 
(OPID) for UW System administra-
tion in Madison.

NEW ASSISTANT 
PROFESSOR 
JOINS  
DEPARTMENT

Kriss Kevorkian is a 
new assistant profes-
sor in the Department 

of Social Work. Kriss holds 
a bachelor’s and a master’s 
degree in social work, and a 
doctorate in thanatology, the 
study/science of death and 
dying. Kriss was born and 
raised in Los Angeles, CA. 
She is aware of the winter 
weather here, and is deter-
mined to master driving in 
snowy conditions!

Kriss has worked in the 
healthcare field for over 20 
years, specializing in end-
of life care. Prior to moving 
here, Kriss was an Adjunct 
Professor at Antioch Univer-
sity in Los Angeles where she 
taught in the MA Psychology 
program. She was Co-Chair 
of the Los Angeles Bar As-
sociation Bioethics Commit-
tee, and offered end-of-life 
care education to physicians 
in hospitals all over Southern 
California.

One of the things Kriss is 
most proud of is the research 
she conducted on environ-
mental grief, a term she 
coined during her doctoral 
studies. Before becoming 
involved in social work, Kriss 
studied marine biology and 
zoology. Life had other plans 
for her, but she feels she has 
come full circle bridging the 
gap between science and 
thanatology with her work 
on environmental grief. If 
you are interested in learning 
more about this work, she 
is more than happy to share 
and is hoping to contribute to 
making UWEC more green!

Welcome Kriss!

Social Work Graduate Named to         
Governor’s Cabinet 

Reggie Bicha, class of 1992, has been 
named by Governor Doyle, as Secre-
tary for the Department of Children 
and Families, a department that is the 
first in Wisconsin aimed exclusively 
at helping and protecting children and 
families.  It will streamline more than 
30 services – such as Wisconsin Works, 
welfare, foster care and domestic abuse 
– currently provided by the Department 
of Health and Family Services and the 
Department of Workforce Development.  

The new agency will have a budget of more than $1 billion and 
more than 500 employees across the state.

December Graduate finds niche doing   
social work and serving our country

Kristy Van Lanen, a December 2007 graduate, is currently a member of 
the Army Reserve, presently serving in Iraq. This is her third deploy-

ment.  She joined the Amy Reserve during her sophomore year and was 
called to duty in Iraq at the end of that year and served 15 months con-
ducting infrastructure assessments and coordinating resources to support 
reconstruction activities.  She returned home for six months, then volun-
teered to serve 13 months in Kosovo as a civil affairs sergeant working 
with various youth groups and nongovernmental organizations.  Kristy 
spent her internship in college at the Durban Children’s home in South 
Africa working with a drug rehabilitation program.  She states that inter-
national social work is her passion and hopes to apply to graduate school 
to obtain her master’s in social work when she returns at Thanksgiving.  If 
you would like to write Kristy, her address is:                                           

 SSG Kristy Van Lanen, A 432nd CA BN, Unit No. 43360, APO AE 09344
     
    We are very proud of her, and look forward to her safe return home.  We 
thank her for all her contributions in making the world a better place to 
live.

Student receives 
Mary Roelli Hilfiker 
Service Fellowship 
Scholarship Award

Ashley Geitz, a senior from 
La Valle, WI,  was awarded 
the Mary Roelli Hilfiker 
Service Fellowship, a service 
scholarship award, at the 
Service-Learning Recogni-
tion breakfast on April 15.  
The audience was awed by 
her service learning accom-
plishments and plans for 
international service.  
Congratulations Ashley.

difficult topics.  David challenges 
students in their work and in their 
understanding and or assump-
tions of other people or groups 
of people.  While teaching, David 
continues to stress the major prin-
ciples of the social work profession 

that include our 
ethical responsi-
bility to the client 
and to society.  
This year David 
has been teach-
ing Introduction 

to Social Work, Internship Seminar, 
and Practice with Organizations 
and Communities.  In previous 
years, David also taught courses 
on Social Welfare, Human Behav-
ior, Introduction to Generalist Prac-
tice, Marginalized Populations, and 
Working with People with AIDS. 

David’s scholarly interests 
include pedagogy, AIDS, diversity, 
and the LGBTQ community, Gener-
alist Practice, Marginalized Popu-
lations, and Working with People 
with AIDS. 

Student choses to become 
social worker after traumatic 
accident (continued)

     The past four years have only con-
firmed that I have made the right 
choice. I have had the opportunity 
to work with some amazing pro-
fessors who have further changed 
and inspired me. Learning how to 
encourage others to help them-
selves has given me the motivation 
I needed to reflect and work on my 
own unrealized issues. This has 
helped me become someone that I 
can feel proud of.  
     After my car accident, I was so 
focused on proving that I could 
still do everything the same in a 
wheelchair that I did not stop to 
grieve what I had lost. With the 
encouragement of Dr. Gloria Fen-
nell, I enrolled in SW 360 Death and 
Bereavement. This course was the 
beginning of my own self-reflection 
and gave me the opportunity to, 
in a sense, become my own so-
cial worker. I learned that I was so 
afraid to feel grief that I chose, in-
stead, to avoid it. Facing the pain of 
my loss, has given me the strength 
to move forward. I have an infinite 
amount of gratitude for everything 
that I have continued to learn from 
my professors and I appreciate all 
of the support and knowledge that 
the program has offered.

New York mentors 
describe him as a 

“born social worker.”

    Jennifer Castillo, who graduated from UW-Eau Claire in December 2000, 
is the director of the UW-Oshkosh Women's Center, as well as an adjunct 
faculty member for both UW-Milwaukee and UW-Oshkosh.  She is also 
an advisor for the POWER Advisory Board.  She was one of 17 recognized 
by the University of Wisconsin System Women's Studies Consortium and 
Office of Academic Diversity and Development for her extensive contribu-
tions to her campus and/or community by receiving The Outstanding 
Women of Color in Education Award.

Students describe Jennifer as a mentor, a role model, and an inspiration.  
Congratulations Jennifer.

Grad receives Outstanding Women of Color Award


