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Nine years ater the publication of Comets andthe Crigin and Evolu-
tion of Life, one of the pioneering booksin Astrobiology,this seond
edition revisits the role mmets may have played in the origins and
evolution of life. Recent analysesof Antarctic micrometeorites and
ancient rocksin Australiaand Suth Africa,the continuing progress
in discovering complex organic macromolecules incomets, proto-
stars andnterstellar clouds, new insights into organic synthesis in
comets,and numerical simulaions d comet impacts on the Erth
and other members of the solar sgtem yield aspectacular wealth of
new results. This seond edition is thusactually a rew book. Asthe
first edition it isintended as a comprehensive review of curent
research,accessibk to graduate students andothers new b the field.
Each chapterwas prepared by experts to give anoverview of an
aspect of the field,and carefully revised by the editorsfor uniformity
in style and presentation.



