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Our Science paper describes the preparation and characteriza-
tion of a compound that mimics the behavior of a key liver 
enzyme, cytochrome P450, which is responsible for the metabo-
lism of a wide variety of chemical compounds and toxins that we 
put into our bodies. Cytochrome P450 functions by converting 
these foreign compounds into more water-soluble forms that 
can be readily excreted. By using a variety of spectroscopic and 
structural techniques, we demonstrated that our compound 
serves as an effective model of both the structure and reactivity 
of a key intermediate present in the P450 catalytic cycle. 


