MUSI 202 Brass Techniques

Spring Semester, 2012 (January 22 – March 12)

Low Brass (Trombone, Euphonium, Tuba)

Syllabus

Objectives:

1)
Students will understand basic principles of low brass tone production and 

technique on trombone, euphonium, and tuba.

2)
Students will understand basic approaches to teaching beginning students 

trombone, euphonium, and tuba, and will have basic knowledge of ways to 

help with remediation of problems experienced by more advanced students, 

as well as having familiarity with resources to assist in instruction and that 

students may use.

3)
Students will gain familiarity with performance problems on all three 

instrument through in class and out of class practice.

Class requirements:

1)
Attend class.    As is true of all techniques classes, a significant part of the 

course content takes place in the classroom.    Each unexcused absence will 

lower your final grade by one-half letter.    Proof of illness or family 

emergency is required.   Field trip absences are always excused with the 

provision of a field trip form (electronic copy is fine).

2)
Be prepared.   Assigned reading from the text, online sources, etc. should be 

completed in a timely fashion, and, as any music educator knows, practice is 

essential to understanding.    Obvious effort and the ability to articulate 

problems and solutions is more important to me than a perfect outcome.

3)
Be responsible.   In addition to the above requirements, be careful in working

 with the instruments.    Treat the instrument in the same way you will expect 

your students to treat your school inventory instruments in your teaching 

situation.   If you experience a problem with your instrument, see either me 

or Mr. Crawford right away – don’t attempt a repair on your own.

Grading:

For this half of the course, you will be evaluated via the following:

1)
Resource notebook:
Assemble a reference notebook which you can use as a 

quick reference in your first teaching situation.    You can use resources from 

the text, other reference books/articles, printed on-line items, etc.    For each 

instrument material should be present that covers:

a)
Suitable instruments for beginning/intermediate/advanced students

b)
Procedure for assembling the instrument properly (trombone)

c)
Basic maintenance procedure (include resource material for

 maintenance of rotary valves and slide maintenance for trombone in 

addition to basic maintenance of tuning slides, Perinet valves, etc.)


d)
Specialized instruction books (beginning/intermediate/advanced) for 

each instrument.


e)
List of teaching reference resources (hard copy and on line) for each

 instrument.


f)
Teaching proper holding position/instrument address for each 

instrument.


g)
Teaching tone production to beginners.


h)
Articles/Resources for teaching remedial techniques


i)
Any other materials you deem useful


Your notebook will be due one week before the last class meeting for the low 

brass half of the semester.    You will be permitted to use the notebook in 

completing the final exam.   I will return your notebook to you with any 

required changes/additions noted at our last class meeting.   All changes 

must be made and shown to me before spring break in order to receive 

credit.

2)
Performance exams: you will give a brief performance for me of assigned 

material on each instrument you study.   These performances will take place 

at about the fourth week and at the end of this half of the semester.    

3)
Final exam: this will be a written exam given at the scheduled final time for 

this course at the end of the semester and will encompass material from the 

entire semester.   The final exam is scheduled for Tuesday, May 15 at 1 p.m.

I look forward to spending the first half of the semester with you!

NOTE: Any student who has a disability and is in need of classroom accommodations, please contact Dr. Young and the Services for Students with Disabilities Office in Old Library 2136 at the beginning of the semester.

Our time together this semester will address the following of the UW-Eau Claire Liberal Education Learning Goals: 



Creative and Critical Thinking



Effective Communication



Individual and Social Responsibility



Respect for Diversity Among People

